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SHAVINGS
The Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners (MMAW) is a member based not for profit organization, providing
an environment of interest and activities dedicated to the enjoyment of woodturning activities and to promote
woodturning to the local community through education and charitable events.
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MMAW membership meetings are held the second Saturday of each
month. The in-person meetings are on HOLD until further notice.
Meetings are held in the Tech Site 248 33rd Avenue South Waite
Park, MN 56387. Parking in the front and rear of the building (driveway
is on south side). Entrances is in the front and back.
Socializing with fellow members starts at 9:30AM, coffee and treats
available. The membership meeting starts at 10:00AM (most meetings
are about 1.5-2 hours long including the social time) and include
announcements, members sharing their turned creations, a demo or
presentation related to turning, and occasionally other activities such
as a holiday celebration or wood exchange. The MMAW is an affiliate
of the American Association of Woodturners .

Next meeting will be a ZOOM meeting on September 10,2020
Please check email for a invitation
Meeting will start at 7:00 PM social time at 6:30 PM
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Presidents letter
Greeting woodturners! I hope you are all doing well and able to make some
shavings and saw dust. I had been, but with life getting in the way and running
around and getting more wood to turn it has been a couple weeks since I’ve been
able to get into the shop. Now to add to it, we just purchased a new home this
week so it will be even longer before I get back to the lathe. I do need to get into
my wood pile and get rid of some wood because my new home doesn’t have my
nice little wood shed. I have lots of white oak, lots of boxelder, apple, cherry,
walnut, buckthorn, maple, elm and some Florida Rosewood and I won’t be able to
keep it all. I will send out an email blast about how you can get some of this
wood for yourself to help me out later.
Our last Zoom meeting on August 27 went well. There were about 14 people who
signed in with a couple people having difficulty getting in and staying in. Fred
Schmoll, our great Newsletter Webpage guru, recorded the meeting. He sent out a
link to it last week so if you missed it you can click on the link and watch the
meeting. It will have to be taken down when we do our next Zoom meeting
which is scheduled for September10th at 7:00pm because of space limits. The
meeting consisted of a short business meeting and a good discussion about finials.
Lots of good information was shared, I hope you get to watch the meeting.
We decided that our next meeting would center on hollowing systems, tools and
ideas relating to hollowing. Club members have several different systems or tools
so we thought it would be nice to see what people think of them. If you have a
system you use and like it, or dislike it, please share with us. If possible show us
the system or tool. We can also discuss anything else you are wondering about or
any concerns you have.
Finally, we have elections coming up in December so be thinking about sharing
your time and talents with us in a leadership position. We need to vote for the
following positions; president, treasurer, secretary, and one board member.
Thank you and I hope to see you next Thursday the 10th at 7:00.
Guy Schafer
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MMAW Monthly Meeting August 27, 2020
The meeting opened at 7:04, 14 members in attendance.
Treasurer Ellen Starr reported $1967.00 in the club account. 46 members have paid dues.
Fred S. reported that email blasts go to every member on last year's roll and that the restricted
area of the club website has used the same password for two years.
President Guy S. reminded members that elections will take place in November so members
should begin to think about nominations for the various offices.
The Paramount has decided to close all its facilities, including the Tech Center, until January.
They are planning to have a fund raiser auction and are soliciting donations.
There was a discussion of tips on turning finials. Gary Mrozek splits the chuck of wood into
billets so as to be certain that the grain is parallel. AS a result the wood is stronger and he can
turn the thin parts more securely. Ellen Starr uses the Cindy Drozda 1/4" spindle gouge.
Drozda is conducting online courses; information on her website.
There was a brief discussion of the Russian "Lathe knife," as demonstrated on YouTube.
Gary Mrozek told members about a technique he uses to suspend turned Christmas ornaments
for finishing. He puts a water balloon inside, blows it up and suspends the ornament by the
string used to tie off the balloon.
There was a suggestion that we hold a meeting or demo in a garage or similar space where we
could respect social distancing but still have the demo.
Rust-o-leum lacquer may not be real lacquer, but it only costs $3.00.
Gary Mrozek, who likes production projects, is currently making and selling pet urns in the
form of tennis balls and Harry Potter magic wands. Both items enjoy brisk sales.
There was a discussion of heating options for people with workshops in the garage or
detached building.
Meeting adjourned at 8:10
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Instant Gallery
Send some pictures of what you are turning to be included here!
midmnwoodturners@gmail.com
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Autumn Moon Virtual Fundraiser: Paramount Confidential

September 25, 2020, 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Ready for a little woodturning comic relief? Then check out this
video of Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners member
Gary Mrozek turning a Christmas ornament in July. The video was requested by
the Paramount Center for the Arts for its Sept. 25 annual fundraiser. When Mike
Hunter from Hunter Tool Systems (Hunter Tool Company) spotted Gary's video at
https://youtu.be/M5EQWULiq70, he decided he had to have it for his website.
Gary polished up the video with a few edits and credit for the Hunter tools he
used, and Mike was so pleased he made a generous donation to the Paramount.
Just goes to show you that a little humor can go far. Thanks, Gary! And thank
you, Hunter Tool Systems.

Page 6
SHAVINGS
Tips

Check out the newsletters from the Minnesota Woodturners
Association they are very interesting.

The COVID-19 Mini Newsletter #23 is now
available on the MWA website or you can
click the link below.
http://mnwoodturners.com/cms-files/-mini-23-converted.pdf

Mike Rohrer, Editor

After our discussion about finials at our Zoom MMAW
meeting, here is a video to inspire you to see “How thin you can
go!”
https://youtu.be/XYTMJw0qadM
Thank you Mike Hunter for sharing this.
____________________________________________________
Woodturners Worldwide Online Symposium
Join us to learn from professional woodturners without ever leaving your home. You can watch, pause, and
follow along with presentations in your own shop, adding a much greater understanding to what you're
seeing. If you'd prefer to pay with Venmo or Paypal, email me, Matt@woodturnersworldwide.com

September 24, 7:00 AM PDT – Sep 26, 8:00 PM PDT

Tip For Turners

As I make ornament globes, I like to apply
the finish prior to assembly. I use a
balloon sold as water balloons ($4.99 for
600). Works great with either brush-on or
spray-on product, then pop the balloon when
dry. It was possibilities for other hollow
forms too.
Thank you Gary Mrozek for sharing.
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Please check out our Facebook page
if you are on Facebook

(click to open)

Be sure to like and follow us

Photos Of Meeting on Facebook
(click to open)

To make a post show up as a tag!

To get
the

MidMinnesota Association of Woodturners to show up as a tag, I simply
typed the @ symbol followed by MMAWoodturners. So it looks like this:
Walnut on walnut: Equal halves of the same walnut log were used to create this 7-inch platter and 6inch bowl. A special thanks to the @MMAWoodturners for the coaching and guidance you've provided
over the past couple of years. I'm a better turner for it!
The @MMAWoodturners is the tagging action recognizes the club's page on your personal post. When the
tagged organization is selected as you write the post, it inserts the full club name--the blue highlighted text-into the post, which in turn publishes your personal post to the club's news feed.)

Thank you Bob McClintick for taking care of our Facebook page!
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Photo Booth
For the pictures of the Instant Gallery at the meeting we will have the photo
booth set up. We would like you to bring your piece to the booth and we will take
2 pictures. One of the piece alone and one with your name tag. You can then put
your piece on the table. This will help us get done faster and help to see that we
get photos of all the pieces brought in. If you would like to use the booth to take
your own pictures please feel free to do so.
We are also looking for more help with setup, taking photos and take
down. We would like to rotate the task every month or so. Training will be
provided.
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Empty Bowls
Bill and Guy with some of our bowls made for the Empty Bowls event
rescheduled to September 19, 2020.
You can still bring bowls to the meetings to donate.

