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SHAVINGS 
The Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners (MMAW) is a member based not for profit organization, providing 
an environment of interest and activities dedicated to the enjoyment of woodturning activities and to promote 
woodturning to the local community through education and charitable events. 
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MMAW membership meetings are held the second Saturday of each

month. Located in Rehearsal Studio . (see map) 

Attention: The September 14, 2019 membership meeting will 
take place at the: 

Paramount Tech Site
248 33rd Avenue South
Waite Park, MN 56387

Meetings are held in the Paramount Center For The Arts (VAC) which is 
located in the basement of the Paramount Theater, downtown St. Cloud, 
MN. All city parking is free on Saturdays; this includes the ramp near the 
Paramount as well as metered street parking.
 
Socializing with fellow members starts at 9:30AM, coffee and treats 
available. The membership meeting starts at 10:00AM (most meetings 
are about 1.5-2 hours long including the social time) and include 
announcements, members sharing their turned creations, a demo or 
presentation related to turning, and occasionally other activities such 
as a holiday celebration or wood exchange. The MMAW is an affiliate 
of the American Association of Woodturners .

The president's challenge for September is :
something for the kitchen S&P shakers, spatulas, coffee 
scoop, chop sticks, toothpick holder  the list is endless.

Next Meeting Saturday September 14, 2019

Meeting will start at 10:00 social time at 9:30

https://goo.gl/maps/Jb9yF77jZuN2
https://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.paramountarts.org/
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President Letter

This email blast appeared shortly after our August meeting. By not receiving any phone
calls stating that this was a bad idea I will thank you for your positive support

Over the last few years the Paramount Arts Center and Minnesota Association of Wood 
turners have been engaged in promoting woodturning to the community. This has taken place 
either separately or in conjunction with the Paramount. The partnership started with us 
purchasing three lathes and necessary equipment to help get teen night off the ground this was
back in 2013. 

As time has gone on the Paramount and MMAW have combined their efforts to where 
are now have nine mid sized lathes.

The MMAW is now in the process of purchasing another lathe, chuck and tools to 
donate to the Paramount. Along with the purchase of three more complete set of wood turning
tools, chucks and a sharpening system. These purchases make for a full complement of ten 
lathes and necessary equipment. Once everything is in place there will be six lathes out at the 
Tech center for when Classes through the Paramount are offered the others will be located at 
the Paramount downtown.
To do this the board has agreed to spend not more that $3600 for all the equipment and one 
lathe. This donation to the Paramount ensures continued use of both the Paramount's and 
MMAW's resources through continued education to those seeking it. I look forward to being 
able make use of these lathes as I am sure you will be as well.

President,
Jerry Wervey

Should it be that you haven't seen this until now feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions. 

Our August meeting featured a demo put on by Linda Ferber, Linda is an employee 
with the AAW located in Saint Paul MN. Here topic was the lidded box. A box is a box is a 
box not so. Linda emphasized that shape size and how it opens are all dependent on what the 
box is used for. Examples are that jewelry and pill should have lids open easily as to not have 
the contents go flying and make for a great excuse for your wife to get a new set of earrings.
 

One other aspect that Linda talked about was thickness or lack there of, often times her 
boxes were three to four inches across only to have a inside bowl shaped inside one to two 
inches deep and across. Linda has a good eye for using different embellishments as well. 
What can be used is limitless and can range from little to no cost or to something that 
incorporates gold leaf and semi precious gems and stones. 



Have something that you would like to see demoed let me or one of the board members
know.

Coming up for next months meeting 5-6 lathes set up with different ways to turn or 
project s that might be new to you. Of these there is a a bolt action pen the Beall buffing 
system, ins and outs of sharpening your tools, working with your gouge and a few others to 
get you into your workshop to try a new project or two.

Don't forget that this months presidents challenge project is for something that can be 
used in the kitchen from something as simple as a toothpick holder to a salt and pepper 
grinder or anything else that can be used in the kitchen.

Jerry Wervey

You know if you’re a woodturner if there’s more wood
chips than lint in the dryer filter! 
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MMAW Regular Monthly Meeting minutes from August 10, 2019

Jerry welcomed everyone to the meeting which was being 
held at the “Tech Center” in Waite Park.  The September meeting 
will also be held here.  We will have a demo day where 5 – 6 
lathes will be demonstrating different tuning or turning related 
activities.

Guy Schafer reported that the August 9th Downtown Art Crawl
was well attended.  We had many people stop by to watch and 
ask questions.  Thank you to Gary Mrozek, John Caye, Bill 
Langen, Jerry Wervey, Dave Kramer, Josiah Skeate, Tom 
Harlander, Mike Hunter, Tom Lillehei, Ellen Starr, Dave Pogatchnik
and Dave Field for helping with set up, turning, answering 
questions and take down.  I know I enjoyed the event very much 
and hope that all of our helpers did as well.  Thank you to these 
folks!  This is a great way to introduce woodturning and our club to
the local community.

Linda Ferber from Eagan and who is the program director for 
the AAW and a member of the Minnesota Woodturners 
Association (MWA) gave a demo on her interpretation of a 
covered box.

Before her demo Linda reminded everyone who has not been
a member of the AAW can get a free Six-Month AAW 
membership.  Sign up at http://tiny.cc/freette and enter the 
promo code TTE500.  If you have any questions contact them at 
1-651-484-9094, or toll free at 1-977-595-9094, or send an e-mail 
to memberservices@woodturner.org  You can get full member 
benefits for 6 month which includes access to all of the AAW’s 
hundreds of online material as well as a six month subscription to 

mailto:memberservices@woodturner.org
http://tiny.cc/freette


the American Woodturner journal (three issues).

Linda explained that there are three types of lids on boxes 
according to John Kelsey.  Linda’s box will have a loose fitting lid. 
You start her box with turning a blank round on center.  Her box is 
very similar to making a bowl with a tenon.  This will be taken on 
and off the lathe several times before it is finished.  She makes 
her lid from a contrasting color or type of wood
(maple box so maybe a walnut lid or dye a lid, make it from burl 
wood, textured,…..)

When your tenon is finished turn the blank around and begin 
making the shape of your box.  Finish the outside when you have 
the shape you want, Linda like to use wax after sanding for her 
finish on these boxes.  Now it is time to hollow the box.  Start 
hollowing just as you would with a bowl but remember the lid will 
sit in an inset or a ledge or shelf (this inset will also allow you to 
mount the box on your chuck by expanding the jaws to finish the 
bottom).  Finish the rest of the hollowing after you have your inset 
done, your lid will sit on this ledge.  Finish the inside of the box, 
hollow, sand and finish, when it is done remount the box by 
expanding the jaws in the inset you made for your lid.so you can 
finish the bottom of the box.

Now it is time to make your lid.  Using your choice of wood 
(having a piece of wood already flat on at least one side is 
helpful), mount it\\the wood on a flat jam chuck using double sided
tape.  The jam chuck face should be a bit smaller in diameter than
the size of your lid.  Turn the wood to the correct diameter, 
stopping to check that the lid will fit into the top of your bowl and 
on the inset you made.  When you get the correct fit it is time to 
turn the lid to the correct thickness so your lid creates a flat 
surface with the box when it is put on.  When satisfied with the 
diameter and thickness Linda then carefully drills a hole in the lid 



as a means to take the lid off and on.  She uses a jacobs chuck 
and a forstner bit to drill her hole.  Drill Slow and slower so the 
back side of the lid does not chip or tear.  When this is done, sand
and decorate as you wish.  There will be some samples of boxes 
inspired by Linda demo.

Thank you Linda very much for a great demo.

Dale Field had a white ash bowl and a boxelder bowl and an
unknown wood bowl.

Gary Thole had a large Natural edge red oak bowl.
Bob McClintick shared 2 natural edge walnut bowls.

Mike Hunter had a natural edge bowl, wood type unknown.
Jim Brodd had a natural edge black ash burl bowl.

Ellen Starr had a lidded box with finial top and a chalice-like
vessel.

Guy Schafer shared a small natural edge apple bowl and a
square chestnut bowl.

Jerry Wervey and Dave Pogatchnik had a natural edge walnut
bowl that they collaborated on.

Jerry Wervey won the 50/50 drawing worth $11.00 to him and 
$11.00 to the club.

Next month President’s challenge is to make something for the 
kitchen……

Three boxes Guy made inspired by Linda’s demo
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Instant Gallery
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Safety tip  

Hearing Protection
Although woodturning at the lathe is a fairly quiet
endeavor, especially when compared to running other
woodshop machinery such as surface planers, jointers,
miter saws, and table saws, hearing damage can still be
present, especially over extended periods of time.
Be sure to wear hearing protection during extended
periods of turning, grinding, or power carving, or for any
other operation that generates significant noise.
There are numerous kinds of hearing protection devices
available in different designs. Some prefer an earmuff style hearing
protector with
a spring-tension band that can be worn over the top of the head,
behind the head,
or even under the chin. Others prefer hearing protection that inserts
into the outer
ear canal as an ear plug which attenuates high noise levels before they reach the ear
drum and inner ear anatomy.
Regardless of the style of hearing protection chosen, all are given a Noise Reduction
Rating (NRR), and that hearing protection devices should be chosen which have
noise reduction ratings NRR 25dB or higher.

From the AAW Safety Guidebook.
https://www.woodturner.org/page/GuestPublications

Please check out our Facebook page   Be sure to like and follow us if you 
are on Facebook 

Bob put together a video of Linda's demo, too. You can find it/share it from
this link: 
https://www.facebook.com/413192875414429/videos/484954118969590/ 

Photos Of August meeting on Facebook  

Thank you Bob McClintick for taking care of our Facebook page!

https://www.facebook.com/pg/Mid-Minnesota-Association-of-Woodturners-413192875414429/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2503266889740340
https://www.facebook.com/413192875414429/videos/484954118969590/%20
https://www.facebook.com/Mid-Minnesota-Association-of-Woodturners-413192875414429/
https://www.woodturner.org/page/GuestPublications
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Photo Booth 

For the pictures of the Instant Gallery at the meeting we will have the photo 
booth set up.  We would like you to bring your piece to the booth and we will take
2 pictures. One of the piece alone and one with your name tag. You can then put 
your piece on the table. This will help us get done faster and help to see that we 
get photos of all the pieces brought in. If you would like to use the booth to take 
your own pictures please feel free to do so. 

We are also looking for more help with setup, taking photos and take 
down. We would like to rotate the task every month or so. Training will be 
provided. 


