
 
  

  

SHAVINGS Volume 16,  Issue  6 

A Publication of the Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners 

The Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners (MMAW) 
is a member based not for profit organization, providing an environment of interest and 

activities dedicated to the enjoyment of woodturning activities and to promote  

woodturning to the local community through education and charitable events. 

The next meeting is scheduled for  

June 13th, 2026 

Meetings are held in the Tech Site 248 33rd Avenue 

South Waite Park, MN 56387. Parking in the front 

and rear of the building (driveway is on south side). 

Entrances are in the front and back. 

MMAW membership meetings are held 

the second Saturday of each month. 

Socializing with fellow members starts at 

9:30AM, coffee and treats available. The 

membership meeting starts at 10:00AM 

(most meetings  are about 1.5-2 hours 

long including the social time) and in-

cludes announcements, members shar-

ing their turned creations, a demo or 

presentation related to turning, and oc-

casionally other activities such as a holi-

day celebration or wood exchange.  

Remember that there are MMAW mem-

bers that are willing and able to stay after 

our regular monthly meetings to help you 

with wood processing, sharpening, turn-

ing or any other things you would like.  

The June 13 meeting will be about 

Wood types and selection and the          
proper processing of the wood. 

Bring some wood you need processed or have 
questions about.  We’ll have chainsaws, bandsaws 

and end-grain sealer available to use. 

MMAW membership meetings are held the second Saturday of each month. 

The MMAW is an affiliate of the  

American Association of Woodturners. 

Open Shop Nights are every month on 

the First Thursday and the Second Tues-

day from 6 – 8:30, come take advantage 

of it!  
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We had a small turnout for the 

meeting, fishing anyone??? 

Bob McClintick stepped in to run the 

camera for our regular camera folks, 

thanks Bob! 

 

Letter from the Prez, 

I hope that seeing some of the interesting tools and turnings, has in-
spired some creativity in you.  That has been my goal this year.  It 
doesn't have to be a wood turned item that you create, as long as it 
brings out the artist in you. 

Now that the weather has finally changed for the better, we can start 
harvesting some of the great wood that has been staring at us all win-
ter.  That is going to be the subject of our next meeting.  How to pick 
good wood, and how to process that wood into turning blanks.  We 
will have chainsaws fired up and the bandsaws prepped to help any-
one that might need an assist. 

We are needing a couple volunteers to aid in 2 projects that are com-
ing up.  First is the summer picnic in August.  I would like someone to 

either find a venue where we can bring home cooked food, or make a plan for food at the tech site.  Due 
to our building being owned by St Cloud, we can only bring store bought/prepared food to the tech 
site.  Second is someone to coordinate our participation in the Mill Stream Arts Festival.  This would in-
clude talking with the organizer and coordinating tool movements to and from the event.  If we can get 
someone for either of those events it would be greatly appreciated.  

That is all I have for this edition.  Stay safe in the shop and keep your tools sharp. 

-Tyler 
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 The meeting was called to order at 10:00 am. 

We had 16 members in attendance, lots of opening fishing folks missing I guess. 

Tyler shared lots of upcoming volunteer activities that are available for members.  He stressed that vol-

unteers are needed to help represent the MMAW at several summer and early fall activities. 

Some upcoming volunteer opportunities for MMAW members  

 1. Help organize and recruit volunteers for the downtown St. Cloud August Art Crawl, August 

14,  2026.  This will require helping set up 2 awnings for shade, having 2 lathes set up, bringing tools 

 and materials up from the basement of the Paramount.  Everything needed is there, it just 

 needs to be set up in front of the building on the sidewalk.   

 2. Help recruit volunteers for MMAW demonstrating at the Millstream Arts Festival, Sunday      

 August 30. Turners and folks to haul the lathe and supplies are needed.  

 3. Volunteer at Open Shop the first Thursday and second Tuesday of every month from 6 to 8:30 

 at the latest.  We need to have a woodturner there to help anyone who might come to turn.  

 4. Be a demonstrator at one of our meetings or set up and put away chairs or…..  

 5. Help organize our summer August picnic meeting.  

 6. Think about running for one of our Executive Board positions in December. New people bring 

 new ideas and give some of the regulars a chance to retire:)  

 7.  Minnesota Technology and Engineering Educators Association (MTEEA) will be held on        

 Friday, October 2nd, from 8 am to 3 pm in Waite Park. The MMAW has been doing demos at 

 this conference for the past 4 or 5 years so we need volunteers for this activity. They serve us a 

 great lunch and everyone who has helped has really enjoyed the activity. All you need for this is 

 to be there, they have the lathes. 

If you volunteer for any of these turning demonstrations listed above, you will not have to do any 

woodturning, so don’t let that scare you away from volunteering. We need people to interact and an-

swer questions from the people as they watch others turn or you can help others who turn. You can 

give  instructions about safety, holding the tool, set-up etc.   

To volunteer or learn more about any of these activities. 

contact Tyler Smith 541-930-9192 or Guy Schafer 320-420-5119  

Instant Gallery had 3 items, which will be mentioned later in the newsletter. 

Paul  Herman had some burls for sale as well as sharing his self-made multi-axis turning chuck. 

Tyler shared information about a few of his “special or different” tools.  Guy Schafer had a few tools he 

passed around that were discussed. 

The meeting was adjourned and then a few members stayed around to sharpen a couple tools and 

watch Tyler use some of his tools and turn a couple items.  Guy Schafer and Mark Thompson spent a 

little time working on some pen blank issues. 
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Brent Benson 

shared the 

flute he made. 

Steve Clark 

share a small 

vase he turned. 

Paul Herman shared some 

multi-axis turnings he made 

using his homemade chuck. 

Instant Gallery 

The Arts Underground Program finished the year with increased numbers.  Members Mark Scholer and 

Guy Schafer were there most nights with Bob McClintick and Bill Baker substituting a few time when Mark 

and Guy were doing other things.  A total of 95 different people came to work in the wood studio with ages 

ranging from 13 to 73 with 39 males and 56 females. One person came 21 times (club member Karen Maier 

and 65 people came one time.  We had 210 induvial visits over 30 nights (178 in 2024 –2025 and 177 in 

2023-2024) for an average of 7 visits per evening in 2025-2026.  The previous two years they averaged 6 

people per evening with that number increasing by one more person each evening in 2025-2026.People 

came from 18 different towns in 2025-2026: St. Cloud, Sartell, Sauk Rapids, Clearwater, Waite Park, Kim-

ball, Rogers, Paynesville, Big Lake, Becker, Milaca, Eden Valley, St. Joseph, Rice, Willmar, Buffalo, Iowa and 

Georgia.  

If anyone is interested in joining or observing this activity contact Guy Schafer or Mark Scholer. 

Guy Schafer shared a 

small red oak bowl he 

turned from some of the 

wood that was by the 

overhead door for so 

long. 

Page 4 



 

 

My name is Robin Palmquist. I am the youngest of 2 siblings. I have two 

dogs. I have wood turned a handful of times when time and dogs have al-

lowed. I don't yet have a favorite thing to turn. Some of my other hobbies 

include knitting and steam thrashing shows.  

 

 

My name is Robert Palmquist. I am the oldest of 6 kids. I have 2 kids, 5 

grandkids and 2 grand-dogs. I have been a firefighter for 35 years and heavy 

haul truck driver.  I started woodturning off and on 45 years ago. My favorite 

things to make are segmented bowls. I also enjoy camping and steam thrash-

ing shows.  

Meet the Turners (3 are repeats) 

Hello Woodturners! I am the newest member of the MMAW Board and 
have been working with the video/audio aspect of the monthly meetings 
with Fred. I am a Biology and Biomedical Science Teacher at Apollo High 
School in St. Cloud, and mother of two wonderful adult children (Erin, an 
Environmental Manager and a woodturner, and Jalon, a Low Voltage 
Technician who just recently tried woodturning with great success) and 
lots of critters (both furry and scaled). I live in Sartell and enjoy watching 
the wildlife along the Mississippi River, gardening, and creating things 
that make people's face light up (food, artwork, poems to name a few).  

I started woodturning with Erin about a year and half ago, on the first 
day we went to Art Underground. We went to use the pottery wheels 
and found out about the "lathe room" and the great woodturning teach-
ers on our tour. We have gone almost every Thursday and have yet to 
touch the pottery wheels there! 

I love learning about different techniques and tools that can be used when turning, and I focus in on 
unique wood grain and colors (spalted, burls and even bark with lichen; and woods like lilac, birch, su-
mac, hard maple, cedar) and turning lighthouses, Christmas ornaments, eggs, egg holders, and bowls 
with unique shapes and slender sides. I just made my first lidded box and pen in the past few months, 
and this summer's goal is to get my Delta lathe set up in the garage so I can practice making more of 
those. 
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My name is Bob McClintick, and I'm the marketing and 

communications director for the Initiative Foundation, a 

Little Falls-based nonprofit that serves 14 counties in Cen-

tral Minnesota with a focus on community and economic 

development. My wife Lisa and I have three children: a 

son, Jon, who's 26 and has a daughter, and twin 22-year-

old daughters, Katie and Kylie.  Lisa and I met while stud-

ying mass communications at St. Cloud State University. 

We started our careers as newspaper reporters and edi-

tors but exited the industry in the late 1990s and early 

2000s. Lisa has been a freelance writer since we adopted 

our son in 1999. Her work has been featured in Midwest 

Living, AAA Living, the Star Tribune, St. Paul Pioneer 

Press, USA Today and more. In addition to her freelance 

work (other clients include the Minnesota Department of 

Tourism, the Minnesota Department of Labor and Indus-

try, Burpee Seeds, etc.), Lisa is a frequent Paramount Studio for the Arts educator, where her focus is 

journaling, sketch journaling and memoir writing. She's pretty cool. I used to like motorcycling until my 

motorcycle accident.  I was a member of the Powder Ridge Ski Patrol but that went away with the bike 

accident. I'm also trying to get back into the game of golf. My wicked-awful slice is the only thing hold-

ing me back.  

I started turning about seven or eight years ago when my wife Lisa came home from a North American 

Travel Journalists Association meeting with a beautiful wood-turned pen. She paid $70 for it. And she 

told me, "You should make these!" To which I replied, "But I've never turned ANYTHING, and I don't 

have a lathe!" At a Christmas gathering that year, I asked my brothers if any of 'em had a lathe. My 

gearhead brother Bill said he had two—take your pick! So I commandeered the one that looked the 

best—made by Toastmaster, If you're still scratching your head over the Toastmaster lathe, click here 

for a photo (link).  I pulled up some YouTube videos and started to figure out pen-making.  As I've ex-

panded my abilities, I've really come to love the Zen-like experience of sourcing and processing my logs. 

For a little background, my Dad built a sawmill and went into business with it in 1977. I was his hired 

man for two years (1983-84) while I attended our local community college. I wasn't overly fond of the 

sawmill work at the time—it was a good motivator for me to stay in college—but it instilled in me a 

deep appreciation for the process of transforming logs to lumber. So I suppose woodturning, for me, is 

an extension of my experience during my sawmilling days. I love the smell when you slab out a log. And 

I love the transformation from slab to blank to finished product. These days I'm mostly turning bowls 

and platters, but I've also done lidded boxes, spoons and scoops. I have stacks of maple, walnut, silver 

maple, apple and cherry wood, so I guess you could say those are my favorite varieties to turn.  
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The following information is taken from an e-mail from “Woodturning Tool Store” and is 

for information and educational purposing only, not an endorsement or buying guide. 

The bowl gouge is an incredibly versatile tool that delivers the precise cut required for a wide range of 

turnings, extending far beyond just bowls. 

• Push Cut: Master the art of pushing the gouge forward while maintaining bevel contact to expertly 

shape your bowl. This technique yields the finest finish when executed correctly. Remember to apply light 

pressure, control the bevel, and glide smoothly through the curve with a sharp tool. With practice, you'll 

find this cut is indispensable when working with a bowl gouge.  

• Pull Cut: Pulling the gouge towards you, from the center to the outer edge, leverages the left wing of 

a swept-back grind to efficiently remove substantial amounts of wood. This cut is perfect for swiftly es-

tablishing the basic shape of your turning. Transitioning from a pull cut to a bevel riding push cut enhanc-

es efficiency and results.  

• Shear Scraping: Employ the wing of your tool diagonally against the wood, keeping the handle low 

and rotating it so the left wing edge glides along, taking light shavings for a flawless finish. This technique 

effectively erases any tool marks from prior cuts.  

• Shear Cut: Similar to shear scraping, this cut utilizes the tool's wing, angled diagonally across the 

wood with a low handle. Rotate the tool so the left wing bevel rides the surface, producing delicate, curly 

shavings for a refined finish. This cut excels at fine-tuning shapes with minimal wood removal, but be 

mindful of the tool rest, as it can present challenges.  

Planing Cut: Ideal for smoothing spindle-shaped cylinders, treat the right (or left) wing of a bowl gouge 
like a skew. Ride the long bevel at a skewed angle along the surface to achieve a smooth finish while cre-
ating curly, skew-like shavings.  
Discover more about Bowl Gouge Grinds and how the Bowl Gouge Flute Shape influences the tool's per-
formance.  
Additional Tips:  

• Entry Cut: Initiating a cut from air to wood can create complications if your gouge isn't positioned cor-

rectly on the spinning blank. Ensure that the gouge tip is at the center of rotation and the flute is fully 

closed or at a 90-degree angle to prevent skating. With practice, you'll master this, or consider using a 

parting tool to start the cut, providing a stable reference for your gouge bevel.  

Keep it Sharp: A sharp tool is crucial for success, as dull edges lead to more issues. Whether you use a 
sharpening jig or prefer freehand grinding, ensure the entire edge is sharp, as each part—left wing, right 
wing, and tip—will be utilized depending on your cutting technique.  

Read more about Sharpening Jigs to learn how to maintain your tools effectively. 
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With our upcoming demo on processing wood, here is a repeat of some             

information from a prior Newsletter. 

There has been some discussions about where we turners can buy wood locally for turning so here are a 

few options for green wood as well as some kiln dried wood.    

Mike Fanslau, of Renaissance Design Group, might be able to help.  He is one of our club members and 
has a sawmill and sells slabs and other options for wood.  If you have a log, he might be able to mill it for 
you.  His phone number is 320-492-1637, his email is mikefanslau@gmail.com and he has a website   
www.portablewoodworker.com  
Another option would be Greg Pont, some of us went on a field trip to Greg’s for a tour of his operation.  
He has all the local wood types available as well as some exotics that he is selling.  He can be reached at 
Pont's Logging and Lumber in Bowlus, MN.  He has a website, Pontslumber.com, his email is           
Pontslumber@gmail.com and you can text/call him at 320-584-5573  
Bill Sampson, a former club member, also has a sawmill and lots of wood at his place in Paynesville.  If you 

have a log at least 4 feet long, he can mill it for you, or he may have some cut offs available.  Bill’s phone 

number is 320-557-5331.                         

Pat Maciej has a portable sawmill.  He was the person who milled all the cherry logs for us last September.  

If you have lots of logs to mill into lumber or slabs you might want to contact him.  His phone number is 

320-293-8436. 

Just another reminder 

The club will vote for new board members this fall.  1 year positions including President, Secretary, 

and Treasurer and are are open for nominations.  Additionally, a two year Board Member position 

is open.  Please consider taking on a role to keep the club going.  

The board meets monthly via Zoom.  You don’t have to be a board member to join these meetings. 

One More Time, I have space to fill:) 

We will be having Open Shop after every meeting till around 2:00.  Fred and Tyler and/or other club mem-

bers will be there till around 2:00, please stay if you would like. We can take out lathes and turn (bring 

your own wood), get help with a problem, prepare wood blanks, or discuss anything else you want.  Bring 

lunch if you would like.  There will also be open shop the 1st Thursday and 2nd Tuesday of every month 

hosted by the CMWA (Central Minnesota Woodworker Association) and the MMAW (us) from 6:00 to 

around 8:30.  There will be people available to help with using CMWA tools and the lathes and sharpening 

systems.  MMAW members will be needed to volunteer to help with these opportunities.   
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