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SHAVINGS 
The Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners  (MMAW) is a member based not for profit organization, providing 
an environment of interest and activities dedicated to the enjoyment of woodturning activities and to promote 
woodturning to the local community through education and charitable events. 
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MMAW membership meetings are held the second Saturday of each

month. Located in Rehearsal Studio . (see map) 

Meetings are held in the Paramount Center For The Arts (VAC) which is 
located in the basement of the Paramount Theater, downtown St. Cloud, 
MN. All city parking is free on Saturdays; this includes the ramp near the 
Paramount as well as metered street parking.
 
Socializing with fellow members starts at 9:30AM, coffee and treats 
available. The membership meeting starts at 10:00AM (most meetings 
are about 1.5-2 hours long including the social time) and include 
announcements, members sharing their turned creations, a demo or 
presentation related to turning, and occasionally other activities such 
as a holiday celebration or wood exchange. The MMAW is an affiliate 
of the American Association of Woodturners .

Next Meeting Saturday June 13, 2020

Meeting will start at 10:00 social time at 9:30

          

http://www.paramountarts.org/
https://www.woodturner.org/
https://www.woodturner.org/
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Presidents letter

Greetings to you all.  I hope all of you are doing well and getting 
out to your workshop/studios to make some shavings and saw dust.  I’ve 
been working off and on between spring yard work and window 
washing, and …….  I’ve been trying to get better at the segmenting thing
with some success and some failures Just got a load of wood Friday 
that needs tending to so probably won’t get to turn again for a few days.  
Please share some pictures of what you have been creating so we can 
post them on the MMAW Facebook page.
We’ve had 2 successful zoom meetings with a demo since our last in 
person meeting in January.  Gary Mrozek gave a demo on production 
turning of a toy top during the April meeting (can’t remember the exact 
date).  You can still see a video of it on our Facebook page.   We had 22 
people sign into that Zoom meeting.  Then on May 6th Ellen Starr gave a 
demonstration and talked about how she does some of the 
embellishing/carving on her work.  She shared which tools she uses and 
some of her sources for those items.  A video of her demo can also be 
found on our Facebook page.  We had 34 people log into that meeting 
with 15 being members of the Minnesota Association of Woodturners.  
Ellen and Gar both did a great job, thank you very much to both of them.
A great big thank you to Fred, Gary and Bob McClintick for their 
technical support for these meetings, we couldn’t have done it without 
them.
We are thinking about doing another demo toward the end of the month 
again, more info when it is finalized.
Everyone, stay healthy and I hope to see you at a Zoom meeting soon or 
better yet, in person.

Guy
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MMAW Monthly Meeting, April 11, 2020

This meeting was conducted entirely online using Zoom, an application 
for virtual meetings. the meeting convened at 9:40. Guy Schafer, Fred 
Schmoll and Bob McClintick were especially responsible for the success
of the event. 
Jake Weismann and Lee Luebke of the Twin Cities club and Linda 
Ferber from the AAW were guests. Linda reported on the several new 
resources available on the AAW website including a series with David 
Ellsworth, another series called "Toolbox" as well as a series where well 
known turners will discuss the artistic and creative dimension of their 
work.
 Bob requested that members who had work they have finished since the 
last meeting post the  photos on the MMAW Facebook page. He also 
invited members to create a virtual tour of their workshop to post on 
Facebook. 

Gary Mrozek gave a demo on top making as a production process. Gary 
showed each step in a process where the objective is to create multiple 
copies of an item. He described the preparation of the elements of a 
project, in this case a top, and the jigs he uses to facilitate the production 
of numbers of each element to later be assembled in the completed item. 

Here's a video link to Gary's demonstration on 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MMAWoodturners/videos/230147
901593954/ 

Here's the same video on Google 
Drive: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iveaYQ_JPeTg30JavNArnBSBx
HAIh8Yr/view?usp=sharing 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iveaYQ_JPeTg30JavNArnBSBxHAIh8Yr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iveaYQ_JPeTg30JavNArnBSBxHAIh8Yr/view?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/MMAWoodturners/videos/230147901593954/
https://www.facebook.com/MMAWoodturners/videos/230147901593954/


MMAW Monthly Meeting, May 6, 2020
This meeting was conducted on Zoom on the evening of May 6 in 

recognition that Saturday, May 9, the second Saturday of the month, 
conflicts with the fishing opener.

The social portion of the meeting opened at 6:30. At 7:00 President 
Guy Schafer convened the formal meeting. He welcomed everyone to 
the meeting including a number of members of the Twin Cities Turners 
Club. Guy passed on two messages from Bill Baker. He has upgraded his
band saw and so has several 92" blades that he no longer needs. He also 
requests some help with the Sketch Up program. Guy has learned that 
Summer by Lake George has been canceled.

Ellen Starr presented a demo on embellishment by carving. Fred 
Schmoll assisted Ellen with the video set up. Ellen discussed the rotary 
tools she uses, primarily a MicroPro Master Carver and a Foredom and 
the techniques most appropriate for each of these. She also explained her
preference for African mahogany. Ellen demonstrated the variety burrs 
she uses in her carving and explained the function of each burr in the 
execution of the design. She concluded the demo with a tour of her 
workshop where she has an impressive array of woodworking, metal 
working and jeweler's tools.

There were 34 people participating in the meeting including 15 
from the Twin Cities.
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Instant Gallery
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Tips
From Gary Mrozek

As an MMAW member, I’m also a member of the MWA in the 
metro area. On Saturday May 9th, I participated in a Zoom event 
with the MWA. The event was a live conversation with Mike 
Mahoney from his home in California. Mike shared many tip the I 
found helpful. One of the most interesting thing was regarding Boil
Linseed Oil.  I have always took the description literally; that raw 
linseed oil was put on a heat source and boiled! This is not true. It 
is raw linseed oil treated with metallic dryers. This is the same 
with Mike’s Mahoney Utility Walnut Oil. Mike shared his favorite 
finish for non-utilitarian items. It’s 1/3 gloss polyurethane, 1/3 
orderless mineral spirits and 1/3 boiled Linseed oil. He feels it’s 
every bit as good as and wipe on finish you can buy for a lot less 
money. 

Thanks Gary for sharing.

baby rattle/captive ring

This isn’t so much how to make a baby rattle as it is 
a skill building project on making the tool 
and using the tool to make captive rings. 

The hand out for the demo is on the website under Tools

Thank you Gary for putting on the demo and supplying 
the handout.

https://www.midmnwoodturners.org/tools-and-information.html


Check out the newsletters from the Minnesota Woodturners 
Association they are very interesting. 

The 8th COVID Mini Newsletter is now available on the MWA 
website. Features in this issue include a somewhat smaller Instant
Gallery. I know the MWA members are following Gov. Walz’s 
directives to Stay In Your Shop, so please send me pictures of 
your turnings so we all can see them. Highlights of this issue are a
continuation of Jim Jacobs’ ebonizing adventure, Mike Mahoney’s 
virtual demo at the Zoom MWA May meeting, Dan Larson’s 
amazing adventure in making cowboy hats and a list of members 
willing to help others through the Member Help Line. Please 
consider volunteering. The major feature of this issue is an 
amazing outpouring of suggestions to the Ask A Turner question 
from the last issue regarding mounting blanks on the lathe. These 
answers are excellent and should be read and kept as a reference
for all your mounting questions in the future.
The newsletter can also be accessed at:
 
http://mnwoodturners.com/cms-files/-mini-8-converted.pdf
 
Mike Rohrer
MWA Newsletter Editor 

https://mnwoodturners.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3a8bfe62be2714fc2ebaf3f93&id=7584abafad&e=6fcb6ffc02
https://www.mnwoodturners.com/mwa-chapter/newsletters/
https://www.mnwoodturners.com/mwa-chapter/newsletters/
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Please check out our Facebook page  (click to open) Be sure to like and follow us
if you are on Facebook 

Photos Of  Meeting on Facebook 
(click to open)

To make a post show up as a tag!

 To get
the

MidMinnesota Association of Woodturners to show up as a tag, I simply 
typed the @ symbol followed by MMAWoodturners. So it looks like this:

Walnut on walnut: Equal halves of the same walnut log were used to create this 7-inch platter and 6-
inch bowl. A special thanks to the @MMAWoodturners for the coaching and guidance you've provided 
over the past couple of years. I'm a better turner for it!

The @MMAWoodturners is the tagging action recognizes the club's page on your personal post. When the 
tagged organization is selected as you write the post, it inserts the full club name--the blue highlighted text--
into the post, which in turn publishes your personal post to the club's news feed.)

Thank you Bob  McClintick for taking care of our Facebook page!

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.2570576403009388&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/Mid-Minnesota-Association-of-Woodturners-413192875414429/
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Photo Booth 

For the pictures of the Instant Gallery at the meeting we will have the photo 
booth set up.  We would like you to bring your piece to the booth and we will take
2 pictures. One of the piece alone and one with your name tag. You can then put 
your piece on the table. This will help us get done faster and help to see that we 
get photos of all the pieces brought in. If you would like to use the booth to take 
your own pictures please feel free to do so. 

We are also looking for more help with setup, taking photos and take 
down. We would like to rotate the task every month or so. Training will be 
provided. 

Affiliate membership FREE worldwide for AAW

Three (3) month Individual (Affiliate) membership offered for members of AAW 
chapters. We provide full access to all online content our publications  American 
Woodturner,  and Woodturning FUNdamentals as well as availability of 
demonstrator, maker and educator profiles on the AAW website. 

Membership features:

Digital access to issues of American Woodturner and Woodturning 
FUNdamentals 

Full online access to all published content, current and archived 
AAW digital membership card 
AAW enewsletters: AAW Tool Box (weekly), Keep Turning with AAW 

(bimonthly) 
Public profile as a demonstrator plus image availability 
Public profile as a maker plus image availability

Follow the link below for more information!

Free Affiliate Membership 

https://www.woodturner.org/Woodturner/Join-Pages/Wizards/Affiliate-Join.aspx


Page 8
SHAVINGS 

Empty Bowls

Bill and Guy with some of our bowls made for the Empty Bowls event 
rescheduled to September 19, 2020. 
You can still bring bowls to the  meetings to donate. 
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