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SHAVINGS 
The Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners (MMAW) is a member based not for profit organization, providing 
an environment of interest and activities dedicated to the enjoyment of woodturning activities and to promote 
woodturning to the local community through education and charitable events. 
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MMAW membership meetings are held the second Saturday of each

month. Located in Rehearsal Studio . (see map) 

Meetings are held in the Paramount Center For The Arts (VAC) which is 
located in the basement of the Paramount Theatre, downtown St. Cloud, 
MN. All city parking is free on Saturdays; this includes the ramp near the 
Paramount as well as metered street parking.
 
Socializing with fellow members starts at 9:30AM, coffee and treats 
available. The membership meeting starts at 10:00AM (most meetings 
are about 1.5-2 hours long including the social time) and include 
announcements, members sharing their turned creations, a demo or 
presentation related to turning, and occasionally other activities such 
as a holiday celebration or wood exchange. The MMAW is an affiliate 
of the American Association of Woodturners .

The president's challenge for June is : 
something for the yard/outdoors. 

Next Meeting Saturday June 08, 2019

Meeting will start at 10:00 social time at 9:30

http://www.paramountarts.org/
https://www.woodturner.org/
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President Letter

Time to get in the garden and help the Misses put mulch in the beds, 
preparations that need to get done. This may not be the glamorous part of 
gardening but it helps to keep the weeds down and the moisture in. So in due time
we will see the fruits of those labors. For the wood turner this is that time of year 
when you begin to see the occasional tree trimmer or arborist out either along the 
roads and backyards, if you ask nicely you can work out some rather nice 
arrangements. One year this resulted in more wood than I could use all that was 
asked of me was too make his wife a few nice bowls for their home. So next time 
you're out and about go the long way to where you need to go, who knows the 
fruits of your labors may just pay off. 

Last months challenge something from a crotch was met with somewhat less
interest than that of previous months. That may or may not of had to do with it 
being the fishing opener and those missing would of brought something to share. 
So my hopes are high that people will bring a turning that can be used in the yard 
or garden. July's challenge will most likely be a top but better yet show up at this 
months meeting to find out for sure. 

Our summer line up is as follows. June meeting at the Paramount followed 
with our annual picnic at the satellite site located in the Waite Park Industrial 
Center for the month of July. August will be a visit from Linda Ferber from the 
AAW. Linda makes a beautifully lidded box with her own design concept. And 
September will be a chance to watch folks turn something they want to share with
the club. Four to six lathes will be up and running. I am still looking for a few 
more volunteers contact me if you would like to give it a go. And on that note 
time for me to start my summer vacation season.

Turn safe 

Jerry
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MMAW Regular Monthly Meeting minutes from May 08, 2019

Jerry called the meeting to order and welcomed visitors and new 
members. There was very short with a discussion of the new sound 
system and camera set up.

Sharing time.

Ellen Starr brought two tiny lidded boxes with exquisite finials 
A delicate finial piece using a variety of wood species and a glass bead 
and A delicate finial with mixed woods, copper and stone.

Lenny Merdan brought a few pieces including a segmented, bent 
wood clock  a fruitwood bowl, a segmented maple burl vessel and a 
fruitwood vessel.

Bob McClintick shared a wide-brimmed walnut bowl with bark 
inclusions 

Jerry Wervey had a mixed-media crotch piece.

Bill Baker did a great demo on threading. He was very clear, and 
there seemed to be quite a bit of interest. The big takeaway was that it 
takes practice.  Check here for a video of him.

The president's challenge for June is : something for the 
yard/outdoors. 

https://www.facebook.com/413192875414429/videos/2284853778440888/
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Instant Gallery
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Arts Underground year end summery 

The PARAMOUNTS CENTER FOR THE ARTS Arts Underground 
program meets every Thursday from 6-9pm and is a great way to 
experiment with a variety of mediums. They have mentors for ceramics, 
hand building clay, painting & drawing, woodturning, and the glass studio 
for fused & mosaic glass to offer hints and tips on participant’s area of 
interest. All materials are included in ceramics (clay, glazes & firing), 
painting & drawing (paints, brushes, paper, pencils) and woodturning. 
Fused Glass artists are asked to pay $1.00 per pendant they make to help
offset the glass expenses. No advanced registration is required. Adults 
(21+) are charged $10.00 per evening and youth (20 and under) pay 
$5.00. With the help of MMAW members the woodturning studio has had 
the following numbers of participants this year. 

Arts Underground numbers for Sept 15, 2018 to May 16, 2019 

1. A total of 67 different people came to the woodturning studio during the 29 
nights.

2. Ages ranged from 13 to 69.

3. 31 females and 36 males came to turn wood.

4. One person came 9 times, one came 8 times, three people came 7 times, One 
person came 6 times, two people came 5 times, one person came 4 times, 
three people came 3 times, 11 people came 2 times and 43 people came once.
That equals 132 individual visits during the 29 evenings for an average of 4.5 
people a night. The fewest people were 3 one night and the most we had one 
night was 9 people.

5. People came from 21 different nearby towns. 

St. Cloud, Stewart, Albany, Buffalo, Sartell, St. Joseph , Foley, 
Buckman, Paynesville, Sauk Rapids, Duelm, Clearwater, Bowlus, 
Grey Eagle, Princeton, New Munich, Melrose, Sauk Centre, 
Minneapolis, Royalton, Litchfield.
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Safety tip  
While grinding, cool the tip of the tool frequently in a vessel of water. Although high-

speed steels are not damaged by grinder heat, the tools can become so hot that they are 
dangerous to hold and can cause burns.

Before turning on the grinder, lightly tap the wheels to check for cracks. A cracked 
wheel will “thud.” When starting a grinder, always stand to the side of the wheels. During 
start-up and shut-down is when a wheel is most likely to shatter, and broken pieces may be 
sent at high speeds in the plane of the wheel.

NEVER grind on the side of the wheel.

Grinder wheels should be “dressed” frequently with a diamond-surfaced dressing tool. 
Dressing renews fresh cutting grit to the surface of the wheel and also insures a flat, true 
surface.

The platform of the grinder must be kept clean and free of nicks or other surface 
defects that could impede smooth movement of tools while grinding. Frequently clean the 
platform surface with alcohol or mineral spirits and apply a coat of paste wax to the surface 
and buff. (Treatment is similar to lathe tool rests.)
Before grinding tools, smooth off sharp corners that might catch while moving the tool during
the grinding process (or along the lathe tool rests). Waxing the tools’ shaft can also facilitate 
smooth movement.

Never adjust the platforms or jigs while the grinder is running.

Never try to slow the speed of a wheel after the grinder is turned off by rubbing it
with any object.

Take care to not breathe the grinder or tool “dust.” Clean (vacuum) the grinder area
frequently.

From the AAW Safety Guidebook.
https://www.woodturner.org/page/GuestPublications

Please check out our Facebook page   Be sure to like and follow us if you 
are on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/Mid-Minnesota-Association-of-Woodturners-413192875414429/
https://www.woodturner.org/page/GuestPublications
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Photo Booth 

For the pictures of the Instant Gallery at the meeting we will have the photo 
booth set up.  We would like you to bring your piece to the booth and we will take
2 pictures. One of the piece alone and one with your name tag. You can then put 
your piece on the table. This will help us get done faster and help to see that we 
get photos of all the pieces brought in. If you would like to use the booth to take 
your own pictures please feel free to do so. 

We are also looking for more help with setup, taking photos and take 
down. We would like to rotate the task every month or so. Training will be 
provided. 


