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The Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners (MIMAW)

is a member based not for profit organization, providing an environment of interest and
activities dedicated to the enjoyment of woodturning activities and to promote
woodturning to the local community through education and charitable events.

MMAW membership meetings are held the second Saturday of each month.
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WE ARE TEACHING THE WORLD TO TURN,

The next meeting is scheduled for

August 8th, 2026

Meetings are held in the Tech Site 248 33rd Avenue
South Waite Park, MN 56387. Parking in the front
and rear of the building (driveway is on south side).
Entrances are in the front and back.

The MMAW is an affiliate of the

American Association of Woodturners.

MMAW membership meetings are held
the second Saturday of each month.

Socializing with fellow members starts at
9:30AM, coffee and treats available. The
membership meeting starts at 10:00AM
(most meetings are about 1.5-2 hours
long including the social time) and in-
cludes announcements, members shar-
ing their turned creations, a demo or
presentation related to turning, and oc-
casionally other activities such as a holi-
day celebration or wood exchange.

The August 8th meeting will our annual summer
picnic.

The MMAW will provide pulled pork sandwiches,
beans, coleslaw, coffee and water.

Because of a Paramount Policy and city ordinance,
members may bring only store bought items to
share such as desserts, meat and/or fruit platters.

Remember that there are MMAW mem-
bers that are willing and able to stay after
our regular monthly meetings to help you
with wood processing, sharpening, turn-

ing or any other things you would like.

Open Shop Nights are every month
on the First Thursday and the Sec-
ond Tuesday from 6 — 8:30, come

take advantage of it!
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https://www.midmnwoodturners.org/index.html
https://www.loopnet.com/property/248-33rd-ave-s-waite-park-mn-56387/27145-98606720662/
https://www.woodturner.org/Woodturner/Woodturner/AAW-Main-Homepage.aspx
https://www.woodturner.org/Woodturner/Woodturner/AAW-Main-Homepage.aspx

Some of the
TREASURES
that were
for sale at
the meeting.
None of the
humans
were sold!

Minutes from our July 11th meeting!
1. Tyler introduced visitors and new members.

2. Upcoming volunteer opportunities were discussed, August 14th Art Crawl downtown St. Cloud from
4 to 8, August 30th Millstream Arts Festival in St. Joeseph from 11 to 5.

3. We had Instant Gallery/sharing.

4. Looking for a September demonstrator/demonstration. October Eli Polite will be demonstrating
segmented turning with a little twist.

5. The rest of the time was spent with tool sales and wood sale/giveaways.
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Lots of volunteer opportunities coming up besides the Art Crawl and Millstream:

Arts Underground begins again in the Fall from 6 to 9 every Thursday from mid September to mid May.
We often get new members from this outreach activity. If you would like to help talk to Mark Scholer or
Guy Schafer.

MTEEA is an all-day Friday event to demonstrate for tech teachers on October 2 in Waite Park.

OPEN SHOP is August 6th and 11th from 6:00 - 8:30 pm and on the first Thursday and the second Tues-
day of every month . The MMAW needs to have one or two of our members there to help anyone who
may want to do some woodturning at open shop so volunteers are needed for this. You can come and do
some turning yourself.

We would like to have regular planned activities after our regular monthly meetings.

If you are interested in learning how to turn a particular thing such as vases, mushrooms, tops, bottle
stoppers, pens..... Let us know and we can plan to have folks available after the meetings to help.
It will be like a class but no charge involved.

Pack a lunch and we can spend 2—3 hours working on an activity. Let us know if you are interested.

The Downtown Art Crawl is happening on August 14th from 4:00 to 8:00

The MMAW has been participating in this event for many years and our participation is always one
of the highlights of the event. We need volunteers to help set up, take down and turn and talk to
people who come to watch. We will have two lathes set up with awnings to offer some shade. Also,
there will be turning blanks (tops, small bowls, small vases) prepared so that turners can finish a
project in 10 to 15 minutes. All materials will be provided so you just need to come prepared to turn
or visit with the crowds. It is always a great way to help out the club and have fun at the same time!
There will be sign up sheets at the August 8th meeting for this.

Here is another chance to volunteer for our club

Millstream Arts Festival is back again for another festival filled with unique art, captivating music,

and amazing community! SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 2026 11 AM to 5 PM Downtown St. Joseph, MN .
The MMAW will be doing some woodturning demonstrations at this event. We would like some volun-
teers to help with some turning and just as important, talking to people who are wondering around and

enjoying the event. We have volunteers to do the set up but need people to help during the day and

the take down at 5:00. Contact Tyler Smith or Guy Schafer if you are interested in helping out.

There will be sign up sheets at the August 8th meeting for this.
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There are many times people contact board members for the email and phone numbers |
for MMAW members. That information is available on our MMAW Web Page.
It is listed in the more.... pull down tab, click on that, then click on the Chapter Infor-

|
|
|
|
: mation tab. This is limited to members only, so you will need to log into the site (if you

1 don’t have the password check your email for an email from the MMAW as the password

: was recently sent to all members). Once you are logged in you will need to scroll down a 1

1 bitand you will see MMAW MEMBERS then on the left side of the page there is the :

:members list with all the information we have about members. The address, phone num-|

I ber and email for all members is on this list.

Elections are coming in November.

Nominations will be taken at any time for
Treasure, Secretary, President and a two year Executive Board member.
Tom Hallander is not running for the position of Treasure.

Sharon Giesfeldt will accept a challenge for the position of Secretary:)
President will also be on the ballot, but Tyler said he would run again.

Our September demonstrator is Jessica Edwards. She is a Professional woodturner originally from

Colorado and is now based in the Upper Midwest where she is opening a woodturning school in
Detroit Lakes, Minnesota. Professionnal Woodturners come in all shapes and sizes. Jessica will be

showing us how she makes a smoking gnome at our September meeting.

Here is Jessica introducing her wood school at the AAW Symposium.

Eli Polite will be doing a IRD (Interactive Remote Demonstration ) at our October meeting.

Eli Polite is an expert woodturner, all-around craftsman, and woodworking instructor known
for advanced segmented woodturning, intricate inlays, and delicate finials. He has taught at
the Marc Adams School of Woodworking and featured in the American Association of
Woodturners (AAW) Artist Showcase.

Not really sure exactly what he will be demonstrating in October but it will be very interesting.

Check out some of his work here.

Our November meeting will have several club members sharing different seasonal ornament turnings.

If you have any special things you turn or would like to see turned let Tyler or anyone on the Executive
Board know what you want to see.
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https://www.kfyrtv.com/2026/04/19/dakota-woodturners-learn-seasoned-pros/
https://www.google.com/search?q=video+of+jessica+edwards+turning+a+smoking+gnomes+&biw=1478&bih=665&sca_esv=93b89aa87ada6591&sxsrf=APpeQnvhvNoBqhZo4Cst44uYoowYZqdVGA%3A1785113414259&ei=RqtmasOuD-3Jp84Pv5vV6Qs&ved=0ahUKEwjD6cLX0fGVAxXt5MkDHb9NNb0Q4dUDCBA&ua
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=699720349606240
https://www.marcadams.com/instructor-polite/
https://www.youtube.com/@epdesign1/videos

Instant Gallery

Ellen Starr shared some of the
“basket illusion” things she created
at a workshop she attended. She
also made these two pendants.
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These are Two turnings done by
Karl Hansen, who was the instruc-
tor at the workshop Ellen attend-

ed. Click on his name to see a vid-

eo of his work.
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Sarah Jacobs loves making pens. She stated that if you can’t

turn and finish something in an afternoon, it’s not for her:)

Earl Felling shared his 3 pens he Steve Clark and his two vases

made and a stylized cross modeled || nsPired by a picture of a vase
from a friend’s example. on a cabinet his son wanted to

make as a project.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y4DtAWu5AMg

Instant Gallery

Guy Schafer shared some
bowls he made from wood he
had at the wood exchange in
June that no one took. Tuned

out to be nice stuff.

Remember that the Instant Gallery

is for items club members want to
share. It can be flat work, as Earl
and John shared, or it could be
something someone made and gave
to you or you purchased it, as Ellen
did. Itis a time to share things that

you are interested in, or have

John Menning made a couple crosses, we don’t have to p
g P ’ turned, so don’t be shy, the more

always turn things, flat work is neat too! These were

the merrier!
made from some of the bark slab pieces from our cherry

log adventure from last September, the old rugged cross!

The August 8th meeting will our annual summer picnic.

The MMAW will provide pulled pork sandwiches, beans,

coleslaw, coffee and water.

Because of a Paramount Policy and St. Cloud city ordinance, members may
bring only store bought items to share such as desserts, meat and/or fruit

platters.

John Menning, Tyler Smith and Guy Schafer are teaching classes through the Paramount
Center for the Arts (PCA) this Fall.

Check out their classes as well as all the other classes offered in many different areas.
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https://paramountarts.org/art-classes/
https://paramountarts.org/art-classes/
Crreports.org

