
A  Publication of the Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners 

Volume 9, Issue 10

 October 1, 2019

SHAVINGS 
The Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners (MMAW) is a member based not for profit organization, providing 
an environment of interest and activities dedicated to the enjoyment of woodturning activities and to promote 
woodturning to the local community through education and charitable events. 
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MMAW membership meetings are held the second Saturday of each

month. Located in Rehearsal Studio . (see map) 

Attention: The October 12, 2019 membership meeting will 
take place at the: 

Paramount Tech Site
248 33rd Avenue South
Waite Park, MN 56387

Meetings are held in the Paramount Center For The Arts (VAC) which is 
located in the basement of the Paramount Theater, downtown St. Cloud, 
MN. All city parking is free on Saturdays; this includes the ramp near the 
Paramount as well as metered street parking.
 
Socializing with fellow members starts at 9:30AM, coffee and treats 
available. The membership meeting starts at 10:00AM (most meetings 
are about 1.5-2 hours long including the social time) and include 
announcements, members sharing their turned creations, a demo or 
presentation related to turning, and occasionally other activities such 
as a holiday celebration or wood exchange. The MMAW is an affiliate 
of the American Association of Woodturners .

The president's challenge for October is :
A Finial or a Pen 

Next Meeting Saturday October 12, 2019

Meeting will start at 10:00 social time at 9:30

https://goo.gl/maps/Jb9yF77jZuN2
https://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.paramountarts.org/
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Presidents letter

Many thanks to all that participated at last months' Turn and Learn. Special thanks go 
out to Ellen Starr who showed us the finer points of finial turning. John Caye demonstrated 
how to sharpen tools using the wolverine sharpening system by One Way. Josiah Skeet 
showed how to turn a bolt action pen, and I demonstrated using the Beall buffing system to 
show off your finished bowl.
 

The hot topic at last months' meeting was whether or not we should move all meetings 
out to the Paramount's Tech Center. Pro's and con's were discussed. Here is summary:

On the Positive side…..
*There is plenty of parking here on the east and west side of the building that will be plowed 
and maintained in the winter.
*The building is heated in the cooler months.
*The building offers much more space to utilize for our needs, be it meetings, classes or 
demonstrations. One example offered was being able to do a class or demo on processing 
logs into usable wood blanks utilizing chain saws and band saws, something which would be
very difficult to do downtown.
*The Paramount staff will transport lathes and equipment to the Tech Center if more lathes 
are needed for a professional class needing 10 lathes.
*We have a sound system that will help with hearing speakers.
*The executive board is working on making sure that the Tech Center will be fully equipped 
for demonstrations and classes with all tools, lathes, etc that will be needed.
*The Woodworkers Club has tools (band saw, sanders, table saws etc.) that we may be 
able to use when we teach and work out here..
*The Woodworkers have plans for an air filtration/dust collecting system that the 
Woodturners can help with.

On the Negative side…
*Downtown is neater and cleaner looking.
*No internet at the Tech Site. (Can be added easily)
*The Tech Center may be difficult to locate for new members or first time visitors.
*Difficult or a hassle to transport one of a kind items (library, name tags, 50/50 stuff) 
from downtown to the Tech Center if we use both sites.

A motion was made to give folks a month to think it over. A vote will be taken at the October 
12th meeting. 

There are many types of music but in order to make music you need and instrument of some 
kind. This months meeting will have a power point presentation on how to make a stringed 
harp / sounding board. 

The Presidents challenge for October is either something with a finial or a pen and it can also 



have a buffed-out finish. 

For 2020, the club needs:
• President 
• Vice President 
• Demonstration topics – four people to set up the monthly topics (don't have to do the 

demos themselves)
Please consider volunteering for one of these positions to keep the club moving forward in a 
positive direction. 

Be safe, make shavings and see you in a couple of weeks

Jerry

“The pioneers cleared the forests from Jamestown to the
Mississippi with fewer tools than are stored in the modern garage.” 
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MMAW Regular Monthly Meeting minutes from September 14, 2019

The meeting, which was held at the Paramount Tech Center, was called to 
order at 10:10 by President Jerry Wervey.  There were no visitors or new members at
the meeting.

There was a general discussion about the positives and negatives to the 
MMAW having  future meetings, demonstration and classes held at the Tech Center. 
The Paramount Center for the Arts, via Bob Johnson the director, would like us and 
others to utilize the Tech Center to help expand the arts in the area.  Woodworkers 
are meeting and offering classes there and he would like the Woodturners to do the 
same.  It is not required for us to have our meetings there.  He has stated that 
we can continue to meet at the downtown site.

On the Positive side…..
*There is plenty of parking here on the east and west side of the building 
that will be plowed and maintained in the winter.
*The building is heated in the cooler months.
*The building offers much more space to utilize for our needs, be it 
meetings, classes or demonstrations.  One example offered was being 
able to do a class or demo on processing logs into useable wood blanks 
utilizing chain saws and band saws, something which would be very 
difficult to do downtown.
*The Paramount staff will transport lathes and equipment to the Tech 
Center if more lathes are needed for a professional class needing 10 
lathes.
*We have a sound system that will help with hearing speakers.
*The executive board is working on making sure that the Tech Center will 
be fully equipped for demonstrations and classes with all tools, lathes, etc
that will be needed.
*The Woodworkers Club has tools (band saw, sanders, table saws etc.) 
that we may be able to use when we teach and work out here..
*The Woodworkers have plans for an air filtration/dust collecting system 
that the Woodturners can help with.

On the Negative side…
*Downtown is neater and cleaner looking.
*No internet at the Tech Site.  (Can be added easily)
*The Tech Center may be difficult to locate for new members or first time 

visitors.
*Difficult or a hassle to transport one of a kind items (library, name tags, 

50/50 stuff) from downtown to the Tech Center if we use both sites.



After much discussion Guy Schafer moved that we take a vote to gauge the 
interest in having more meetings, demonstrations and classes at the Tech Center.  
This was not a final look, just to see what interest there is to doing this in the future.  
Denny Myers seconded it.  The motion passed unanimously.

Jerry asked for 4 volunteers to join a committee to come up with topics for 
demonstration for next year.  You will not need to do the demos, just come up with 
topics and maybe people who could do the demos.  Contact Jerry if you are 
interested in this volunteer activity.  

Eddie Och will not be able to do coffee at the next meeting and Bill Baker 
volunteered to help Eddie out.  Thanks Bill, you’re a pal.

Jerry mentioned that we have 4 positions to fill for next year on our board.  We 
need New people for the following positions; President, Vice President, Secretary 
and Treasurer.  Let Jerry or any board members know if you are interested in any of 
those positions.

Pam Lillehei won $10.00 with the 50/50 drawing.

We ended the meeting with 4 members giving demonstrations that members 
could wonder around and watch and ask questions.

John Caye gave a wonderful demonstrations about sharpening using the
Wolverine Grinding System with VARI-GRIND jig

Josiah Skeate did a nice job demonstrating how to make a bolt-action 
pen.

Ellen Starr demonstrated turning finials.  Well done Ellen.

Jerry Wervey showed how to use the Beall buffing system mounted on a
lathe.

All four of our demonstrators did a wonderful job with many questions asked 
and answered.  

Thank you to all demonstrators for sharing their time!
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Safety tip  

Blanks and Turning Materials

Turning stock should be physically sound and carefully inspected for 
cracks, splits, checking, ring shake, and other defects that compromise 
the integrity of the wood.
Always be aware that defects may be present but undetectable through 
visual inspection.
Exercise extra caution when using stock with any known defects, bark 
inclusions, knots, irregular shapes, or protuberances. Beginners should 
avoid these types of stock until they have greater knowledge of working 
such wood.
Frequently stop the lathe and inspect the blank to determine if defects are
being developed or exposed as material is removed. Discard blanks that 
have significant defects. Adding adhesives to attempt to “fix” defects in 
the blank is not advised. Do not rely on glue to keep a defective blank 
together.

From the AAW Safety Guidebook.
https://www.woodturner.org/page/GuestPublications

https://www.woodturner.org/page/GuestPublications
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Please check out our Facebook page  (click to open) Be sure to like and follow us
if you are on Facebook 

Photos Of  Meeting on Facebook 
(click to open)

To make a post show up as a tag!

 To get
the

MidMinnesota Association of Woodturners to show up as a tag, I simply 
typed the @ symbol followed by MMAWoodturners. So it looks like this:

Walnut on walnut: Equal halves of the same walnut log were used to create this 7-inch platter and 6-
inch bowl. A special thanks to the @MMAWoodturners for the coaching and guidance you've provided 
over the past couple of years. I'm a better turner for it!

The @MMAWoodturners is the tagging action recognizes the club's page on your personal post. When the 
tagged organization is selected as you write the post, it inserts the full club name--the blue highlighted text--
into the post, which in turn publishes your personal post to the club's news feed.)

Thank you Bob  McClintick for taking care of our Facebook page!

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.2570576403009388&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/Mid-Minnesota-Association-of-Woodturners-413192875414429/
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Photo Booth 

For the pictures of the Instant Gallery at the meeting we will have the photo 
booth set up.  We would like you to bring your piece to the booth and we will take
2 pictures. One of the piece alone and one with your name tag. You can then put 
your piece on the table. This will help us get done faster and help to see that we 
get photos of all the pieces brought in. If you would like to use the booth to take 
your own pictures please feel free to do so. 

We are also looking for more help with setup, taking photos and take 
down. We would like to rotate the task every month or so. Training will be 
provided. 


