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President’s  

Message 

October 12, 2013 

Chapter Meeting 

The next Chapter meeting of the 
Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners is: 

Saturday, October 12, 2013 

at the Paramount Theater and Visual Arts Center in 

downtown St. Cloud MN. 
 

MMAW Chapter Meeting and Empty 

Bowls Rough-out Event.  
 

The chapter meeting demonstration will feature a 

collaborative effort of member’s John Caye, 

Denny Myers and Gary Mrozek on varying 

perspectives of tool sharpening and roughing out 

bowl blanks. Immediately following the meeting, 

we will go down to the Woodturning Studio 

where everyone will have an opportunity of 

hands-on turning to rough out a bowl. Bring your 

bowl gouge along to sharpen and use.  Beneath 

the Bark will be open for viewing. This would be 

a great meeting to bring your friends and 

neighbors to let them see who the MMAW is and 

the local commitment to woodworking and wood 

art. Bring your Show and Tell project, and don’t 

be shy. Beginners can get advice on their 

turnings, experienced turners can inspire 

everyone. 
The doors to the studio will open at 9:00AM with 

set-up from 9-9:30 followed by social time with 

coffee and treats.  The meeting starts promptly at 

10:00 a.m. Please feel free to bring friends, 
new members, and guests, as well as your latest 

turning to show. 
 

Wood working most likely 

is where we started making 

shavings, for some of us as 

early as the first time that 

Dad let us in his shop. 

When we started we didn’t 

have a clue where to begin;   
 

we just knew that this was the place to be with the 

smell of different types of wood and the tools that 

we were shown how to use.  For me I still enjoy 

making something from rough lumber, I have 

made tables, vanities, furniture and toys for my 

children. 

One day after becoming unemployed I decided 

that my woodworking would take a turn and I 

bought a lathe many years older than myself, and 

I’m 53! Having done so, I was like the little kid in 

his dad’s shop wanting to make something –

anything- but I really didn’t have a clue where to 

begin so off to the library I go for some books ( 

lots of pictures ) along with a video or two, and 

I’d be turning in no time.  But books don’t take 

the place of having someone at your side showing 

you first hand the correct way to hold the tool, 

sharing their experiences, their triumphs and 

failures.   

So after going about this the hard way, doing it on 

my own, I said to myself, “Find someone to help 

you.” But I really knew of no one.   

(President’s message continued on pg. 3) 
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Tour John Huseth’s Shop 

  

 

My tool rack is a tripod that can be folded up and 

hung on a wall when not in use. 

 

 

 

 
 

A couple of magnets and I have a super adjustable 

dust hood.  I use the mount for the safety cage for 

an extra lamp.  It is easily and quickly removed 

when I want to use the cage. 
 

     

 
 

I have used this homemade gouge sharpening jig for 

many years.  The plans were given to me by Jim 

Jacobs of the MWA. 

 

 

  

 
 

My segment ring clamp uses a discarded countertop 

and a cheap bar clamp . 
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Pres. Message cont. from page1 

So I had had gone to a woodworking meeting 

or two in past years and figured that maybe a 

wood turning club existed. I am glad that the 

MMAW did indeed exist it is place that exist 

for all of us beginners,  experienced and 

anywhere in between (I fall somewhere in the 

middle). It is a place where we can share with 

the group 12 steps to making a bowl, yes the 

hobby can be addicting.   

The MMAW in the few short years that it has 

had organized monthly meetings, has a book 

and video library that is ever growing to meet 

the skill level and interest of its club 

members.  Also the club makes use of email 

blasts to get the word out of upcoming event 

news, items for sale, and free wood. One of the 

mainstays of the club is the monthly meeting, a 

time to catch up with friends and make new 

ones, a time to share tips and tricks on a 

project that we have made. Also it is a time 

that members can learn from fellow turners 

sharing their skills as they turn projects on one 

of our lathes during demos. We have recently 

purchased a high definition TV monitor to so 

the demo can be displayed live and seen from 

every part of the meeting room. The list 

continues and grows as we try to offer 

something for all age and skill levels. It is the 

job of club members, the brick and mortar- or 

in our case, wood and CA glue- to help hold it 

together by stepping forward to fill the voids to 

help make a beautiful work of art be a tool. 

Jerry 

 

REMINDERS 

Wednesday October 9
th

 - Beneath the Bark 

will be open to the public and run through 

Monday November 4
th 

 at the Paramount in 

Studio C.  

Thursday October 10
th

 – Liam O’Neill, will be 

demonstrating from 6:00PM till 9:00PM at the 

Paramount.   

Saturday October 12
th

 – MMAW Chapter 

Meeting and Empty Bowl’s rough-out event. 

The chapter meeting demonstration will 

feature a collaborative effort of member’s 

John Caye, Denny Myers and Gary Mrozek on 

varying perspectives of tool sharpening and 

roughing out bowl blanks. Immediately after, 

we will start  roughing out a bowls. Bring your 

bowl gouge along to sharpen and 

use.  Beneath the Bark will be open for 

viewing. This would be a great meeting to 

bring your friends and neighbors to let them 

see who the MMAW is and the local 

commitment to woodworking and wood art.  
 

 

http://www.liamoneill.com/


 
Minutes of the MMAW Chapter meeting September 14, 2013 

 

 
1. Thanks to Bill Langen, Albert Keppers and Bill Baker for their three years of completed service to the 

club. 

2. Roxanne Wyatt and Denny Myers shared the survey they put together to get ideas as to what club 

members would like to see covered at our meetings.   

3. Treasurers report indicated we have appx. $2,000.00.  Also turn in membership renewals ASAP 

4. Gary Mrozek talked about Teen Night.  Tuesday, Sept 17
th

 there will be a training for mentors.  

Thursday, Sept. 19
th

 is the first Teen Night.  He needs mentors to sign up in advance so we know how 

many students can come to the shop.  (5 mentors were there on the 19
th

 and 2 students showed up)  

Gary also discussed the Liam O’Neill adventure.  All spots are taken and paid for. 

5. Roxanne will be ordering a book on carbide tools and got two new DVDs.  Any suggestions please let 

her know. 

6. John Caye reported that Dick B will be working on repairing the treadle lathe. 

7. Jerry Wervey talked about the importance of having a fire extinguisher in your shop after a friend of his 

had a fire in his shop.  Also talked about the new TV and stand (stand donated by Bill Baker). 

8. Show and Tell.  Jim Brood had several projects he made trying/succeeding to do some hollowing.  He 

used a Captain Eddy square scrapper.  Gary Mrozek showed a mystery wood piece (native locust) and a 

piece of walnut that he turned wet and then let it distort as he dried it.  He also talked about how he 

uses Water Lux finish.  Bryon John had two cherry bowls.  Guy Schafer had a crab apple bowl he 

turned. 

9. 50/50 drawing was won by Larry Sampson.  Guy Schafer, Ken Patterson and Jerry Wervey each won a 

piece of big leaf maple in a drawing. The wood was donated by Northwoods.  More to be given away at 

the next meeting. 

10. The next part of the meeting was an open forum where people asked questions and shared ideas and 

information.   

1. Black marks on bottom of chucked bowls.  ??? 

2. Empty Bowls.  We need to get blanks.  (Albert, Eddy. Byron and Guy got appx. 50 blanks cut on 

Sept 19
th

)  after the October meeting we will rough turn as many blanks as possible. 

3. Beneath the Bark.  Turn in entries to Derek or Mellisa by after Sept. 30.  Also it is a way to try to 

get us set up for future visiting turner like with Liam O’Neill.  

4. How to mark turned projects.  India Ink, fine Sharpie,                                                                            

woodburning kit (use pull strokes) 

5. Gary talked about the TAG (travel advisory group) 

6. Band saw setup as a demo for a meeting. 

7. Have a domo on sharpening and using skews. 

8. A demo on sharpening. 

9. Discussion on design  

10. Discussion/demo on embellishing. 

11. Help for beginning turner. 

12. More classes offered. 

13. Offer some project focused demonstrations. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:30 

 

Page 4 
 



 

TAG along!    With the MMAW  Traveling  Advisory  Group  

The first outing of the MMAW Traveling Advisory Group 

(TAG) kicked off with a field trip to St. John’ University to see 

the firing of the Johanna wood kiln. This is the largest kiln of 

its kind in the United States.  It takes 6 weeks to load over 

12,000 pieces of pottery and will be fired for 10 days. It will 

consume approximate 30 cords of wood and will reach a 

temperature of 2,600 degrees. The last time it was fired was 

three years ago and will likely be 3 years before it’s fired 

again! 

 
 

 

Gary Mrozek         Lyle Knopp         Guy Schafer 

 

The second outing of TAG was to the shop of 

Jim Preusser in Avon. Jim treated us well with 

burgers on the grill and homemade salsa.    

His shop is the envy of any wood worker.  

The MMAW Traveling Advisory Group (TAG) is a group MMAW members who share an interest in the sustaining 

growth of the MMAW. Its individuals that what to take an active part in developing programs and events for our 

members. The role of TAG is to support the MMAW Board of Directors through researching, brain-storming, 

making recommendation regarding club activities and having FUN!     Contact Gary Mrozek to be a part of TAG.  

Guy Schafer       Denny Myers       Jim Preasure    Lyle Knopp 
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Show and Tell 


