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September 14
th
, 2013 

Chapter Meeting 

The next Chapter meeting of the 

Mid Minnesota Association 

of Woodturners 
is: 

Saturday, September 14  

at the 

Paramount Theater and 

Visual Arts Center 
in downtown St. Cloud MN. 

 

Bring your Show and Tell project, and 

don’t be shy.  Beginners can get advice 

on their turnings, experienced turners can 

inspire everyone. The doors to the studio 

will open at 
9:00AM with set-up from 9-9:30 

followed by 
social time with coffee and treats.  The 

meeting starts promptly at 10:00 a.m. 
Please feel free to bring friends, new 

members, and guests, as well as your 

latest turning to show. 
 

A Publication of the Mi-Minnesota Association of Woodturners 

 

President’s  

Message 

Well it is official; the members of the 

MMAW have selected their new 

Board at the August meeting. Stepping 

down from their positions are: Bill 

Baker who has served the past three 

years as Vice President, President and 

Past President. Albert Keppers has also 

served three consecutive years as a 

Member at Large along with Bill 

Langen who has served three terms as 

Secretary. Please join me in extending 

our sincere gratitude to these three 

members. They have shared their 

thoughts, concerns, experience and 

time to make this club better and more 

enjoyable for you. 
  
Newly elected Board Members include 

John Caye - Vice President, Guy Shafer 

- Secretary and Gary Mrozek - at 

Large.  

 
(President’s Message continued on page 2)  

  

 

 

http://www.paramountarts.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s message cont. from page 1 

 

Remaining on the board for the coming 

year are Alan Sias - Past President, Lyle 

Knopp - Treasurer, Roxanne Wyatt - at Large 

and myself now as President. I look forward to 

working with this newly elected board to 

fulfill its responsibilities and serve you, our 

members, to the best of our ability. 

 

The 2014 AAW Symposium will be in 

Phoenix Arizona in June. The theme is 

“Rising” in honor of the Phoenix, a mythical 

bird that rose from the ashes. Each year the 

AAW invites its Chapters to participate in a 

calibration project. The guidelines are simple 

enough; it needs to be a joint effort of at least 

6 members with a portion of it being turned. 

It’s up to each Chapter to follow the 

symposium theme. Often they chose a theme 

 that represents their state or region. At one of 

our meeting last spring it was suggested that 

we consider participating in this of event. I’d 

like to encourage the MMAW to consider 

participating in this event. It would be a great 

way to spend some cold winter nights and/or 

weekends of productive socializing fun!  

 
A big thank you to John Caye who organized 

and coordinated our booth at the August 23rd 

Art Crawl. Through John's suggestions and the 

follow-through of our members who donated 

item to sell as a fundraiser, they raised 

over $500???. Our participation got the 

MMAW's name it the St. Cloud Times.  

 

  

Get turning! 

 

Jerry 
 

Page 2 

Art Crawl a Huge Success! 
 

Many thanks to all MMWA members who 

participated in this fun event, raising more than 

$500 for the club treasury. 

 

Starting at 9:00 AM, members Bob Kmitch, 

Dennis Meyer, Jim Brodd, John Caye, Byron John, 

Bill Larson, Guy Schafer, Bud Becker, Brad 

Knowles, Michael Demeules, Albert Keppers, 

Larry Simpson, Robert Sikes, Gary Mrozek, and 

others, spent all or part of the day on the 

street…turning, visiting and selling. 

 

Many thanks to all who donated their bowls for 

sale. This portion of the crawl was tremendously 

successful. 

 

The purpose of the MMWA participation at the Art 

Crawl was both to support the Paramount Arts 

Center and to promote the club activities offered 

by the MMWA. 

 

Check out the pictures on page 4 

REMINDERS: 

>A public exhibition of wood, “Beneath the 
Bark” , at the Paramount Visual Arts Center 
October 7th through November 4th, 2013. 
This is not a juried show. All skill levels are 
welcome. Please respond to Gary Mrozek 
gary@treesremembered.com to express your 
interest. 

> Check out Robert Sikes work at 
http://www.midmnwoodturners.org/membe
rs-gallery.html . The MMAW encourages 
all members of all skill levels to participate 
in our Gallery Page. This page see a 
average of 235 views per month. Send 
your photos to 
gary@treesremembered.com 
 
(Continued on page 3) 

mailto:gary@treesremembered.com
http://www.midmnwoodturners.org/members-gallery.html
http://www.midmnwoodturners.org/members-gallery.html
mailto:gary@treesremembered.com
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REMINDERS: (Cont. from pg. 2) 

The MMAW is offering three classes to 
both members and the public through 
the Paramount Visual Arts Center. 
Check out 
http://www.paramountarts.org/classes/
wood/ Spread the word! 
  
Remember - It's membership renewal 
time. Visit our webpage for more 
details. 
  
There's still one opening for the Liam 
O'Neill demo on October 10th. Cost is 
$25 in advance. Contact 
gary@treesremembered.com if your 
interested. 
  
See you at our next meeting on 
September 14th! 
 

Minutes of the MMAW Chapter meeting August 10, 2013 

 
1.  Visitors:  Dave Kremer, Chris Kockler, Nathan Hunt 

2.  Show and Tell 

 Bill Larson, Jim Brodd, Bud Becker shared bowls they made. 

 Robert Sikes shared a chips and dip bowl he made. 

3.  Announcements 

 *  Please remember to sign in before each meeting. 

 *  There is a new sign up sheet for membership in the club.  In an  

 effort to increase membership participation in club activities there  

 was an area added to indicate members willingness to volunteer.   

 Also the price has been increased from $ 20.00 to $25.00. 

 *  John Caye and Gary Mrozek talked about teen night and what  

 volunteers can expect.  There will be 3 skill levels of students and  

 volunteers will be needed for this.  Volunteers can gear their skill  

 level to the skill level of the students. 

 *  John C. talked about the Art crawl scheduled for August 23  

 from 9:00 - 9:00. Volunteers are needed to help with  

 demonstrations with the treadle lathe and one or two of the Delta  

 lathes.  A sign up sheet was handed out for time slots from 9 - 12,  

 1 - 5, and 5 - 9. 

 *  Gary Mrozek talked about the Beneath The Bark  program  

 sponsored by the CMWA and MMWA.  He would like interested  

 people to enter 3 pieces of their  work from beginners to 

advanced.  Include pictures and information about the pieces.  

This is scheduled at the Paramount Visual Arts Center October 

7th through November 4th, 2013. 

 *  LIAM O’NEILL DEMO is set for Oct. 10.  Please pay if you  

 have not already done so.  The session is filled but there maybe a  

 spot or two available so let Gary Mrozek know if you are

 interested.  Hopefully this successful activity is laying the  

 groundwork for future activities like this. 

 *  Tom Doom has a downed box elder tree.  Call him if you are  

 interested in any of the wood.   333-7320 

 *  Rollie Johnson and Ricon donated a Ricon band saw to the  

 club. 

4.  Jerry Wervey shared information about making lamps for the  

 challenge project: Something for the Cabin (an “Up North”  

 theme).  He had a slide show of how he made his lamps and he  

several lamps to share.  He had a sheet with hints and tips he 

shared. 

5.  The 50/50 drawing was won by Jim Brodd. 

6.  The election was held and the winners were: 

 VP - John Caye 

 Treasurer  - Lyle Knopp 

 Secretary - Guy Schafer 

 Executive Board - Gary Mrozek   

 The two new by-laws passed (1. At the discretion of the  

 board a member may receive a stipend for club service)  The  

 second was the removal of the “member in good standing  

 for at least the previous year…stipulation in the current  

 bylaws. 

7.  A special thanks to Albert Keppers and Bill Baker for their  

 just completed 3 years of service to the club.   

 

 

Executive Board Meeting Minutes        

September 4, 2013 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 

PM at the Paramount. In attendance 

were Jerry Wervey, John Caye, Gary 

Mrozek, Lyle Knopp, Roxanne Wyatt, 

Bill Langen, and Guy Schafer. 

 

1. Lyle presented the treasurer’s report. 

2. Roxanne discussed a new book on 

carbide tools for the library.  It was 

decided to purchase the book. 

3. John Caye, vise president’s report:   

1. Discussed the possibility of 

having Dick B. repair the 

treddle lathe with Albert’s 

help.  It was decided to go 

ahead with the repairs 

2. Band saw is almost ready 

for use.  John and Gary will 

work on it.  John sent thank 

you letters for the donation. 

4. Jerry Wervey, president.  Time was 

spent filling out report for AAW.  

Discussion around insurance took 

place. (Cont. page 5) 

 

 

http://www.paramountarts.org/classes/wood/
http://www.paramountarts.org/classes/wood/
mailto:gary@treesremembered.com
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Pix from the Art Crawl 

 

 

 

TAG – Along! 

The MMAW Traveling Advisory Group 

(TAG) is a group of 4 to 5 MMAW members 

who share an interest in the sustaining growth of 

the MMAW. Its individuals that what to take an 

active part in developing programs and events 

for our members. The role of TAG is to support 

the MMAW Board of Directors through 

researching, brain-storming and making 

recommendation regarding club activities. 

Would you like to be It?  The objective of TAG 

is to have FUN! The limited size of the traveling 

group is to accommodate carpooling.  We want 

to get out there and see what’s going on in the 

wonderful world of woodturning! Our monthly 

destinations can be member’s shops, local 

businesses and/or events. It may also be a road 

trip to other AAW Chapter events. The advisory 

part of the group is minimal. We anticipate it to 

be about 15 minutes of conversation in the car; 

what did we learn/see and how might it benefit 

our members? We’ll pass this information on to 

the Board. The Board will decide whether to use 

the recommendations. TAG is a voluntary and 

will be run autonomously (you’re not appointed, 

elected or have a term limit). We’ll govern 

ourselves and share in the planning of our 

journeys.  

The destination has been set for September (Jim 

Preusser’s Shop in Avon) and October (Denny 

Myers shop in Little Falls).  

If you would like to be a part of this group, 

contact Gary Mrozek (evenings) at  

(320) 252-2764 for more information.  
 

Come TAG along! 
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(Continued from page 3) 

 

Jerry and Denny will follow up on the issue. 

5. New/Old business. 

 1.  Gary discontinued the Member’s 

Forum on the website for lack of use. 

2.  Gary will take charge of the Teen 

Night format and sign up.   

3.  TV and cart are purchased and 

delivered.  Jerry will take care of 

getting a cover for it. 

4.  Discussed donation from North 

Woods Burls and what to do with the 

wood.  Maybe auction for fundraiser 

or give as prizes. 

5.  Decided to buy three shop stools 

for use during classes. 

6.  Discussed taking a survey to 

decide what club member’s 

wanted/needed from the club.  We 

will try to have a survey with 

discussion for the Sept. 14
th
 meeting.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM 
 

Show and Tell/Challenge 
From our August 10

th
 meeting 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Bud Becker with his bowl 

Bill Larson, Robert Sikes and Jim Brodd 



 

 Why We Turn 
 

As someone who has spent an entire career involved with researching questions on public 
opinion, I'll admit to being fascinated with the question of: Why do we turn? It is, after all, hard 
work. It's frustrating at times. It's not inexpensive. It's pretty darn messy; my wife hates the 
dust and shavings I track from my workshop into the house. Pieces of spalting wood are 
scattered throughout and around our garage, garden shed, and behind my house. And even 
when I finish with a piece, I'm not always satisfied with the results of my efforts, let alone 
pleased. Sheesh! 
 
So why do we spend hour after hour in something of a daze, reducing a piece of wood to 
some far-fetched dream? Hmmm. Maybe that's the key word: dream. We all dream of making 
the perfect cut, the absolute fit, the graceful shape, the right interpretation and, in the end, a 
piece that will cause you to say to yourself: "I did it!" That doesn't happen often but then a 
hole-in-one doesn't either, and neither does a grand slam home run. But we do chase that just 
right turning. The one we can proudly show to someone else and say: "I created this." There 
is an amazing sense of accomplishment in woodturning, a sense of pride. I do a few art 
shows every year, and I can't tell you how many times a fellow turner has entered my booth 
and pulled out a smartphone to share a recent piece they completed. For most of us, our skill 
levels change for the better over what seems to be an excruciatingly long period of time. But 
change they do. Lessons and practice really do make for a better turner. I'm reminded of the 
magazine that asked readers to send in early works created by turners...and then later ones 
to show how things changed. To say that the later work showed improvement would be an 
understatement. Our skills do improve. It keeps us coming back. Recently, we conducted a 
survey of chapter leaders of AAW. We found that the majority of our members want to 
execute functional items: rolling pins for the cook of the house, salt shakers for the table, 
bowls for salads and soups, garden planting pins and much, much more. The second largest 
number of our members wants to create art. They want to interpret, enthuse, motivate, and 
explain their inner thoughts and dreams through their unique cutting of the wood. The third 
largest group is the pen turners. They turn wood, plastic, stone, pine cones, nuts, wood knots 
and whatever else intrigues them so they can create their own personal statement of beauty 
in a writing utensil. But, when the shavings are flying, there is a certain commonality among 
us: We try to harness our creativity and skill to produce something that engenders pride and 
accomplishment. And for most of us it is hard work. Our arms and backs and legs may ache 
at the end of the day, but that pride of authorship is real whether it's a simple salt shaker or 
strange looking, oddly shaped object we can't even identify without explanation. And even if 
we didn't do so well today, tomorrow will see a better piece. For sure.  
 
In the end, that's what makes the American Association of Woodturners important and 
successful. We have only one, overriding goal: helping you turn your dream into reality. 

 
Lou Williams 

Membership and Chapters Chair 
American Association of Woodturners 

(Reprinted with permission by the author) 

 

The Mission of the MMAW ... 

The MMAW is a not for profit membership based organization, providing an environment of interest and activities dedicated 

to the enjoyment of woodturning activities and to promote woodturning to the local community through education  and 

charitable events. They met the second Saturday of each month at 9:30AM in the Paramount Visual Arts Center 013 W. St. 

Germain, St. Cloud, MN 
www.midmnwoodturners.org  1858 County Road 134 St. Cloud, MN 56303 

  
 

  

http://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.midmnwoodturners.org/

