
  VOLUME 2                                          ISSUE 2!    OCTOBER 4, 2011
              

! PAGE 1

Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners 
‘Shavings’

Providing an environment of interest and activities dedicated to the enjoyment of wood turning activities 
and to promote woodturning to the local community through education and charitable events.

I think it's safe to say that Summer is 
officially over. Saw a few Maples turning 
colors today and started thinking about the 
cooler days ahead. For me, it means less 
time in the yard and other summer duties 
and more time on the lathe. I'm actually 
looking forward to having more time in 
the shop.

The September meeting was a little lean on members (18) but I 
think the weather had a lot to do with it. It was sunny and warm 
and a great day to be outside. Dick Beumer did a great job on 
the topic of safety. Thanks to John Caye also for the research 
and putting the handout together. That sort of a meeting has a lot 
of repetitive information but a good reminder of how we are 
supposed to take care of ourselves to avoid those doctor visits. 
I've talked to many people who have those “I should have” 
remarks when it comes to dust control, correct tool operation, 
smoking and the like. I for one need a lot of reminders on how 
to stay safe.

Our group is in need of an audio visual volunteer to set up and 
operate the camera for our demonstrations. Even better if we can 
get two members to do it together so we have a backup in case 
our primary operator can't make it to the meeting. It's not too 
complicated and I'm sure Gary will train our volunteer if they 
aren't familiar with the equipment. 

John Caye will be doing the October demonstration on green 
wood preparation for bowl turning. I'm sure John will have a lot 
to share with us. I am not that experienced and always learn a lot 
at these demonstrations.  Our challenge project is plates and 
platters. 

The President’s Column continued page 2

The MMAW October Membership 
Meeting will be held at the Visual 
Arts Center (VAC) in the lower 
level of the Paramount Theatre, 
Downtown St. Cloud. 
The MMAW October meeting will 
feature John Caye presenting 
information on preparing green 
wood.
The Challenge Project will be 
plates and platters. Please bring 
your creations to share with the 
membership.

From the President
Oct. 8th Membership Meeting
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Types of  Turning Tools
Over the next several issues of ʻShavingsʼ, turning tools 
will be discussed. In this issue, the parting tool is featured.

A very common tool in most woodturners studios, parting tools 
make quick work of parting a spindle in half and also can be 
used for other tasks like cutting square grooves into the 
surface and depending on the specific style, turn beads. 
Parting tools come in a variety of shapes and sizes, including 
straight,  square cross section, diamond style (relieved on the 
top  and bottom to reduce friction), super thin (1/16") and 
several specially ground versions for working with unusual 
materials like antler, or very hard timbers.

A good starting bevel for a standard parting tool is 45 degrees. 
Custom configurations have various bevel angles, depending 
on the style of the tool.  Usually,  the manufacturer will give 
advice on the necessary bevel angles for specialty tools and 
grinds.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Thirty  members out of forty five have 
renewed their memberships as of the 
September meeting. You can renew by 
paying at the next meeting (October 8) or 
go to our website and download the 
membership form, fill it out, and mail 
with your payment to the address on the 
form.

Thank you to Bill Larson and 
Bill Langen for each donating $50 
t o t h e M M AW c l u b c o f f e rs . 
Donations like this and our dues 
continue to keep us solvent and 
provide monies for purchasing 
n e e d e d s u p p l i e s , t o o l s , 
e q u i p m e n t , e tc . T h a n k s t o 
e v e r yo n e f o r t h e i r f i n a n c i a l 
support.

The President’s Column Continued from Page One  
One of our members mentioned that our August challenge was plates but due to the election we passed 
over recognizing the members that brought items in. We are in the process of putting a twelve month 
plan together so we know what our challenge projects are for the year.

As a final note, membership for 2012 is due since our year runs from September to August. Please get 
your membership paid up and bring an interested friend and expose them to our group.

See you in October,

Bill Baker
MMAW President

From top to bottom: 3/4" 
diamond parting tool with a 
45 degree bevel angle; 3/8" 
standard parting tool with a 
70 degree bevel angle; 1/16" 
super thin parting tool with 
a 45 degree bevel angle.

Next Art Crawl
The next Art Crawl in downtown St. 
Cloud will be November 18 from 5-9 pm. 
Mark your calendar if interested in 
demonstrating, showing your creations, 
or selling some of your work. Contact 
Gary Mrozek for more information.
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Two new posters promoting the MMAW are being 
worked on. One promotes our community 
involvement by partnering with the Paramount 
Theatre and Visual Arts Centre for Open Studio and 
Teen Night. The other promotes the MMAW as a 
club. Look for them on display at the next 
membership meeting.
                                               

Meeting Notes from the September 10th Membership Meeting
submitted by Bill Langen MMAW Secretary

>The Paramount has a large, well-equipped First Aid kit readily available in case of 
accidents.
>Dick Beumer is the new librarian.
>Starting next month (October) there will be a $1.00 charge for each item checked 
out of our library.  This money will go toward purchasing more books and DVDs for the 
library.

>There is some interest in putting together a $1,000.00 order for Craft Supplies. Look for an email with 

details.

>Tom Harlander and Albert Keppers volunteered to be in charge of social matters such as providing for 
coffee and cookies.  Alan Sias has volunteered to handle photography.

>Saturday, Oct. 8 Molly Winton will be giving a workshop on embellishing wood turnings in the Twin 
Cities. The cost is $25.00. Get in touch with Gary Mrozek for details and carpooling.

Show and Tell:
Les Sova displayed 2 bowls and a plate turned from maple, mulberry and sycamore.

Challenge:
Entrants in the challenge to turn one or more finials were Bill Larson, Brad Knowles, Albert Keppers, Bill 
Baker and Bill Langen.

Program:
John Caye and Dick Beumer collaborated in a presentation on lathe safety. Members received a handout 
that John had assembled and Dick led a discussion.  Members  participated with questions and comments 
relating to their personal experience.

50/50 Drawing:
Bob Komitch was the winner and donated the prize to the Chapter treasury.

Thank you
Thank you to Albert Keppers and Lyle Knopp for helping with the first Open Studio and Teen Night on 
September 22 at the Paramount. New turners were limited but the number of interested individuals was 
high. Many who stopped by indicated they would be attending one of the next Thursday night sessions and 
giving woodturning a try. Thanks to Albert for bringing several pieces of green wood for use during these 
sessions.
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Next Board of Directors Meeting is scheduled for Monday 
October 17, 6:30 pm at the Paramount Theatre in the 
conference room.

Notes from the MMAW Board of Directors

MMAW Board of Directors
Bill Baker – President
Jay Eggebrecht– Vice President

 Bill Langen – Secretary
 Lyle Knopp- Treasurer

Gary Mrozek – Past President
Albert Keppers – Member at large
John Caye – Member at large

 

Renew your MMAW  membership for 
Sept. 2011-Aug. 2012
Dues will be:
$10..Student membership 
$20...Individual membership
$30...Family membership
$10 additional for 10 newsletters mailed to you
You can pay at the next meeting or mail 
your payment with a completed 
Membership Enrollment form found on 
our website to: MMAW PO Box 227 
Sartell, MN 56377

Tools For Our Passion
If you missed it, see 
page 2 for the featured 
tool in this issue.

Financial Report by Lyle Knopp, 
MMAW Treasurer
Starting balance    $1084.86     
Debits         $246.85
Credits                   $272.00
Current balance    $1110.01

“Shavings” is a publication of the Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners, PO Box 227, Sartell, MN 56377

MMAW Classifieds
For SALE Delta 46-460
Includes the following:        
- faceplate
-3 tool rests (6 inch,10 inch and a curved      
bowl rest)
-hex wrench
-live center
-spur center
-knock out bar
-faceplate wrench
-Apprentice chuck from Craft Supplies, 
 4  jaws
-utility chuck from Penn State Industries,
 2 jaws
-nice oak and masonite bench
Asking $600
Contact John Huseth if interested


