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SHAVINGS  

 
From the President… 

Alan Sias 

Happy autumn everyone! 
Welcome back to the shop! 
At least, I hope that folks 
are getting back to it. Our 
show-and-tell has been 
kind of thin the last few 
months, so hopefully now 

that fall has arrived we can start seeing more of 
the amazing items everyone is turning.  

I would like to share some visions for the club 
and suggest some possible directions we might 
take it. One step that I would love to see us take is 
to make ourselves more visible. As we build our 
collective portfolios, let’s see if we can get back 
into places like the library, or maybe the hospitals 
in the area. Let’s put our heads together and 
come up with other places to display our work 
and other ways to stay in the public eye. Being 
seen and heard reflects well on our club and our 
work. 

Another thing that I would like to see us do is 
improve on the already successful Teen Night. 
Please, if you haven’t had the chance, come on 
down on Thursday evening and watch what 
happens. Spread the word. It is fun for all of the 
kids who come in, and I think it may be even 
more fun for the club members who work with 
them. Once you drop in, sign up again to be one 
of the folks having the fun. 

 
(President, continued on p. 6) 

October 13, 2012 
Membership Meeting 

 

Paramount Theater and Visual 
Arts Center—St. Cloud, MN 

Our next membership 
meeting will be on Saturday 
October 13th  
in the Paramount Visual 
Arts Center, located in the 
lower level of the 
Paramount Theater on St. 
Germain Street, downtown 
St. Cloud. A social gathering 
will begin at 9:30 a.m. 
followed by a short business 
meeting and presentation at 
10:00 a.m.  
The challenge project this 
month is to produce 
something LARGE (in 
proportion to your lathe). 
So, turn big or don’t turn at 
all! Remember to also bring 
your current works for 
“show and tell.” 



 

 

2 
Volume 3 Number 12 October 4, 2012 

Minutes of the Sept. 8, 2012 Meeting of the MMAW 
 
1. In his first meeting as President, Alan Sias stated that one of his priorities will be to have a couple 
lathes operating during meetings. 
 
2. The challenge for the October meeting will be the largest item the member has ever turned. 
 
3. Show and Tell 
     John Caye displayed a tiny finial, which he had turned by jamming the square into the headstock. 
     John Wilson brought a tiny wine glass. 
     Jim Aulick showed his miniscule tops that he had turned with the large Lacer skew. 
     Bud Becker brought a bowl turned from a burl and which had exploded during turning. He 
assembled the parts and finished the bowl. He also displayed box elder and white oak bowls. 
     Les Sova showed us a weed pot turned from a banksia pod, a butternut vase, and a hollow form 
turned from dyed maple and basswood strips. 
     Jim Preusser brought in a couple bowls from osage orange and black ash and an acorn from pistachio 
and wenge. 
     Gerry Wervey displayed a cherry bowl that he will donate to the Paramount fundraiser. 
     Brad Knowles displayed a spalted birch vase. 
     Gary Mrozek showed a white oak bowl darkened with a mahogany walnut oil. 
 
 4. Announcements:  
     The Paramount Fundraiser has been extended by two weeks. 
     President Alan Sias will try to improve the newsletter. 
 
5. Demo 
 Gary Mrozek and Larry Simpson attended the annual AAW Symposium in San Jose.  They gave us 
sketches of the many sessions they attended. It was an impressive account of the rich array of 
woodturning celebrities demonstrating the secrets of their craft. The 2013 Symposium will be held in 
Tampa, Florida. 
 
6. John Wilson gave an update of the renovation project. The Paramount has suffered a budgetary 
setback, which has resulted in deferring the start of renovation until February.  In the meantime 
members of the CMWA and the MMAW will be receiving a letter asking them to pledge money for this 
project. 
 
7. Bill Baker won $13.00 in the 50-50 drawing. 

Minutes from the August 11, 2012 Membership Meeting 
Submitted by MMAW Secretary Bill Langen 
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Are you interested in something, for FREE! 

Gary Mrozek was recently re-introduced to a great public service; a place where you can get rid of 
unwanted shop chemicals and walk away with products you can use – for FREE!  

If free appeals to you, check out the Tri-County Household Hazardous Waste Facility. It’s 
located at 3601 5th Street South in Waite Park – just a few blocks south of the Stearns Country 
Service Center on County Road 138, west of Mills Fleet Farm. Gary stopped in to see their new 
facility and walked out with a quart of nearly new Shellac (2013 expiration date), a new, never 
been opened can of Deft Danish Oil, a quart of Minwax polyurethane and a full can of Minwax 
paste wax. That’s like $80+ worth of product. Guess how much he paid for all these items. Right! 
He got all of it for FREE!  If you have cans of paint, lawn chemicals, and other hazardous waste 
that should not be put in the trash, or poured down the drain, take them to the Waste Facility. 
They gladly accept these items and more – for FREE! The Site disposes the unusable products, but 
they label and shelve the good stuff. Stop in, shop around, and take what you need – for FREE!   

Check out Tri-County Household Hazardous Waste Facility for more details. Psst. This won’t cost 
a dime either.  

Teen Night is “One Good Turn!” 

 

Who’s the teenybopper in the background? 

 

If you haven’t had a chance to participate in Teen Night on Thursdays, give it some 
thought. Teen Night is a great opportunity to share your skills and knowledge with 
adolescents who are eager to learn and more eager to turn. Why not round out your week 
at Teen Night?  
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From the Dust… 
Members’ Projects on Display  
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From the Dust… 
Members’ Projects on Display  
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 Minutes of the MMAW Board Meeting of 9/24/12 
Submitted by Bill Langen, Secretary 
 
1. Discussion of Matters Brought to the Board by Gary Mrozek 
     a. The Chapter needs to develop a formal presentation of safety 
practices for the teenage audience we work with. Gary and some 
others have developed a "story board" as a first step in making a 
video on lathe safety. The idea would be to use teenage actors 
whom we could recognize with a token gift by way of thanks. 
Apparently no such video currently exists so ours would be a 
service to woodturning in general. 
     b. The Paramount has $1,500 to support a winter class. The 
money could be used to purchase a lathe, a stand and some 
accessories. The Chapter would need to kick in some money to 
complete the set up. The Chapter would get money from tuition 
paid for the class. 
     c. The Chapter should consider the purchase of another lathe 
making a total of five. With that number we would have enough to 
hold workshops run by figures in woodturning.  Presenters typically 
are paid $500-700 a day plus travel and expenses. 
     Motion: Alan Sias, second Bill Baker  
     Move to ask the Paramount to purchase a lathe and 
accessories up to the limit of $1,500. Motion passed. 
     Motion: Alan Sias, second Gerry Wervey  
     Move to support the winter class at the Paramount up to $500 
for the purchase of accessories not covered by the Paramount's 
$1500 EOG grant. Motion passed 
     Motion: Alan Sias, second Albert Keppers 
     Moved that the Chapter purchase a fourth midi lathe and tools 
to support Teen Night and other activities. Motion passed. 
2. The phone list needs to be made current so that members can 
be contacted when the need arises. 
3. Treasurer's report: 
     The current balance is $2,728.40 with 36 members paid up. 
4. Teen Night 
     Two teens participated in the first session. 
5. Schedule of Challenges 
     December- a Christmas ornament with two or more woods 
     Jan.- a letter opener; Demo- making a scoop 
     Feb. Scoop; Demo- making a lidded box 
     March- an egg box (hollow egg); Demo- multi-axis turning 
     April- Multi-axis turning 

 

President (continued from p. 1) 

 

Previous balance $2,202.53 

Income 525.87 

Expenses 0.00 

New balance $2728.40 

 

A third initiative that I am 
going to work on is try to put 
together a calendar that lists 
all the turning challenge 
projects for the year. That 
way everyone can plan ahead 
and make the challenge 
project within their schedules. 
I have to tell you that I was 
impressed with the “littlest” 
challenge from last month. I 
will now have to see how 
small I can go. I thought that I 
had done something 
impressively small, but then I 
saw others’ work. Wow. 

These are a few of my 
thoughts and visions for the 
club. Please continue to think 
about and share your ideas to 
keep us growing. 

This month, the challenge is 
to turn the biggest project you 
can. If you read the website, 
the challenge was amended. 
Everyone is invited to bring 
in the “biggest item you made 
relative to the size of your 
lathe.” This change makes it 
much more appealing 
because some of us, me 
included, only have mini, or 
midi lathes. So, big is 
relative…we want to see what 
you have made! 

Keep turning, and I’ll see you 
on October 13th. 

 

 

 

Treasury Report 
Submitted by 

Lyle Knopp 


