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 From the President… 
 As I sit here thinking about what to write, I think 

back to Jerry's demonstration of the cornucopia 
this last month. I know that I 
haven't had the time to 
touch my lathe, but I hope 
that others have had a 
chance to try it out. Let's see 
who brings them for the 
challenge project. Thank you 
Jerry for that demonstration! 

 
I have just been reading Woodturning Design 
because my wife handed me the latest issue and 
said, "I really like that ornament." When she says 
that and hands me the magazine I get the hint. 
So I am looking through the magazine and see 
the different Christmas ornaments and think to 
myself, "It's time." I even went to YouTube and 
noticed a Christmas ornament challenge being 
posted by a couple of Oregon turners. 
 
Here is my challenge to all of the Mid Minnesota 
Woodturners: Make some Christmas ornaments! 
Let's see how creative we can be. If you don't 
need all of the ones you make as gifts, bring 
them in, and we'll see if we can find a way to 
make money with them. We do a great job of 
making bowls for the Empty Bowls project, I am 
sure that we can find a way to donate the monies 
that Christmas ornaments bring in. It could be 
for the shop, or for a charity. 
 
 
 (President, continued on p. 5) 
 

November 10 Membership 
Meeting 

 

Paramount Theater and Visual 
Arts Center—St. Cloud, MN 

Our next membership 
meeting will be on 
November 10th. The 
challenge project for 
November is to make a 
cornucopia.  
 
So, go all in, go all out and 
turn baby turn. 
 
 
See you at the Paramount 
for social hour at 9:30 and 
the meeting at 10:00.  
 

                          A Publication of the Mid-Minnesota Association of Woodturners 

         Shavings 



 

 

2 

Volume 3 Number 13 November 4, 2012 

Minutes of the MMAW Meeting of October 13, 2012 
 
Guests: Mike Gemadis and Jerry Wervey's father 
New Member: Jim Brodd 
I. Announcements:  
     >John Wilson reported that the MMAW and the CMAW have received pledges totaling $4,325 for the 
renovation of a space in the Paramount. 
     >Gary Mrozek is participating in an AAW project in the Landmark Center in the Twin Cities involving sight-
impaired turners. He would like to start a similar class in this area and requests members to contact him with 
names of interested parties. 
     >As communicated at the October 13th Chapter Meeting, the MMAW will be coordinating a Craft Supplies 
USA club purchase at the November 10th Chapter meeting. As a club, we need to submit a single order totaling a 
minimum of $1,000 (catalog price), one method of payment (sorry, no gift certificates) and shipped to one address. 
There is no shipping or sales tax collected. Members will receive 13% off published price, including all published 
quantity discounts (i.e., two Sorby tools within this order, each person ordering a Sorby tool receives an additional 
10% off, two DVD purchases within the club order, everyone ordering a DVD gets an additional 10% off). To 
participate, the order must be prepaid at the November 10th Chapter meeting. The order will be placed the 
following Monday and should be received and ready for pick-up by the end of the week. 
Visit http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com for current published price. To expedite the ordering process at the 
November Chapter meeting, you're encouraged to place your initial order with Gary 
Mrozek gary@treesremembered.com prior to November 10th. Gary will respond with pricing and known 
availability so you can have a check or payment ready at the meeting. Make checks Payable to Mid Minnesota 
Association of Woodturners. If you have any questions, contact Gary. 
     >Alan Sias and Denny Myers are working on project to teach Vets at the VA Hospital. 
     >Vets can display items for sale at the VA Hospital. 
 
2. Challenge and Show and Tell: 
     >Bill Larson showed a tall vase and stand. 
     > Les Sova brought a shallow bowl made of maple burl and a walnut bowl. 
     > Jerry Wervey displayed two walnut bowls and a maple bowl. He explained the importance of using a light 
touch when using a sander, especially when working with spalted wood. 
     >Bill Sampson showed a bowl made from random size segments. 
      >Bud Becker brought a 17 1/2"  red oak bowl. 
      >Larry Sampson displayed a lidded vessel with a finial and a chalice made from a branch. 
     >Gary Mrozek showed us an elm bowl with walnut stitching and round inlays and two hollow forms finished 
in black leather dye. 
 
3. Demo: Jerry Wervey demonstrated a technique for making cornucopias. Gerry combined the use of ball and 
socket joints with multi-axis centers to produce the twisted horn shape. 
 
4. November Challenge will be to make a cornucopia. 
 
5. The 50/50 winner was Larry Sampson, who took home $21.00. 

Minutes from the August 11, 2012 Membership Meeting 
Submitted by MMAW Secretary Bill Langen 
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From the Dust… 
Members’ Projects on Display  
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From the Dust… 
Members’ Projects on Display  
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News from Teen Night/Open Studio 
by Lyle Knopp 
 
Community participation at Teen Night has started out 
slow, but the MMAW is ready, willing and able to serve. 
Several MMAW members have been generous with their 
volunteer time each Thursday evening from 6:00PM to 
9:00PM in the Paramount Visual Arts Center. We’ve 
gained one new MMAW member as a result of Teen 
Night.   

Although we’ve had a handful of loyal members 
volunteering as mentors, your help would be greatly 
appreciated. Contact Lyle Knopp at 
lyleknopp@charter.net  (320) 980-3466 to schedule an 
evening. Stop in and experience Teen Night for yourself. 
Keep in mind that this is a Paramount event and not an 
MMAW event (Sorry, MMAW members who participate 
as a student have to pay too). If you would like to spend 
time on a lathe with a mentor, the normal Teen Night fee 
applies: $5 for a teens, $10 for an adult. 

Teen Night is a great way to stay involved with the 
greater St. Cloud community and to keep MMAW a 
vibrant and visible organization! 

 

President (continued from p. 1) 

Treasury Report 
Submitted by MMAW Treasurer 

Lyle Knopp 

 

Previous balance 2728.40 

Income 247.05 

Expenses 759.44 

New balance $2216.01 

 

Speaking of Empty Bowls... 
We are doing it again this 
year. Alfred has a BUNCH 
of blanks already cut out. 
Let's start making them 
now so that we aren't 
crunched for time in 
February and March. 
 
Make some wonderful 
things and have fun doing 
it! 

 

Library Fund: $83.02 
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Accessible Lathe Project 
by Gary Mrozek 
 
One Sunday October 14th through Tuesday October 16th, I had the pleasure to work with Dennis 
DeVendra from Columbus, Ohio. Dennis is a blind woodturner who is helping the American 
Association of Woodturners (AAW) with our “Accessible Lathe” project. On Sunday October 21st, we 
met at the AAW Gallery of Wood Art in Landmark Center, St. Paul to demonstrate the process to the 
public. I was back to St. Paul on Monday and Tuesday to work with Dennis, Linda Ferber (Program 
Director for the AAW) and Bruce Arones and Jim Sannerud from the Minnesota Woodturners 
Association in Jim’s studio .  
 
On Monday we developed the program and on Tuesday we shot the footage to create an 
instructional DVD for sighted instructors. We will meet again in January to pilot our program with a 
group of blind students. This meeting will provide the feedback to tweak the program as needed. 
More video will be shot and added to the DVD. Our ultimate goal is to have a printed manual and a 
supporting DVD to introduce and assist a seeing impaired individual to the exciting world of 
woodturning.  
 
After the January meeting, I would like to present a proposal to the Paramount Arts Trust and the 
Stearns Country Services for the Blind on how the Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners could 
partner to offer this service to the seeing impaired in our community. At that time I would propose a 
budget for specialty items such as click rulers, automatic center punches, lathe tools, specialty work 
stations, etc.  I will commit my volunteer services to leading this important effort and to coordinate a 
safe and rewarding experience for all participants. After taking these first, important steps, we can 
create an action plan to obtain funding and develop a timeline for offering our first classroom 
experience. 
  
This experience has left me with an understanding that woodturning for the blind is not much 
different than for those who can see; their eyes are their touch. Once I could “see” and understand 
the processes, I was able to put aside my prejudiced apprehensions of the perceived unsafe nature of 
this concept. Building on Dennis’ willingness to share his perspective and experience, turning can be 
taught with the students’ personal safety insured. Check out Dennis’s online store for other 
examples how this craft fulfills the seeing impaired sense of worth 
http://www.zibbet.com/dpdevendra . 
  
If any of you would like to be a part of this community service, please contact me at 
gary@treesremembered.com 
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 Paramount Workshop Drive by Brad Knowles 
 
    In order to keep everyone up-to-date on the progress of our Paramount Workshop Drive, I have volunteered to 
write a monthly column for inclusion in both club's websites, giving the status of the Pledge Drive and also 
answering any questions members might have regarding the Pledge Drive.  If anyone has unanswered questions or 
concerns, please get them to me and I will try to get the answers for the next issue.  
    First, the current status (Oct 22,2012):  
Fund Raising Goal                    $19,000  
Number of pledges sent out:       115  
Number or responses:                 26               (23% response)  
Total pledged                                 $4,676        (25% of goal)  
 
   That's a great start!  So far the total pledges (25%) have tracked with the pledges received (23%).  If we can keep 
this up we'll reach our goal without additional fund raising projects!  
    Remember, pledges are going to be made directly to the Paramount, not to either of the clubs.  By doing this, the 
donations are tax deductible, as the Paramount is a qualified 501c3 charitable organization.  Also, for those of you 
that work for larger corporations, you may be able to double your contribution by having a matching donation 
given by your employer.   Contact your company personal department to find out if your company participates in a 
similar program.  Xcel Energy and Creative Memories are two local companies that are known to participate in such 
a program. Undoubtedly there are many more as it is a popular program.  
    Some of you have included payment along with your pledge response, and this has caused some problems, as we 
were not prepared for such a response.  Please hold future donations until we can work out the details with the 
Paramount.  We are not looking for the monies immediately.  The Paramount has had to delay their contribution for 
approximately 6 months, so we won't be proceeding with the external contractor portion of the project until then 
(they are still behind the project but have to move the start date out for financial reasons).  As stated at the 
beginning, we are asking for pledges to be filled within 1 year.  
    We are hoping to be able to do a small amount of volunteer work yet this winter when members have more time 
to volunteer.  If so, we can use the space for storage of workbenches and lathes. 
     

Questions and Answers:  

 
1.  What is the size of the proposed shop?     20' 6" X 40" (820 square feet)  
2.  Will there be space for hands-on use during meetings? Yes, that is one of the big benefits of having our own shop 
area. It is the intent to hold club meetings in this shop space.  However, the Paramount has stated that if we need 
more space for a meeting, their existing rooms could still be made available.  (However, this may limit the amount 
of hands-on space available.)   We would also be limited to the hours of the Paramount staff (e.g. an evening 
meeting would have to be complete by 9:00)  
3.  There were several questions regarding the administration of the shop:  What machines/hand tools will be 
included ?  Hours of shop usage by members?  Restrictions? etc.?  
Questions of this nature are yet to be determined.  The two clubs will have to find a way to address these types of 
questions.  One way would be to refer all such questions to the separate boards to resolve: another way would be to 
set up a separate administrative board staffed  with members of both clubs: still another way would to allocate a 
fixed space to each club to use as they see fit. Whatever is set up, the important thing is that for the most part, it is 
under the control of both clubs, not the Paramount.  The Paramount would have control over safety issues, hours of 
availability, insurance, and any facility issues.  
4.  Will this space be used exclusively by the two clubs? Essentially yes.  An HRA maintenance technician will be 
allocated space for some of his bench work.  Whether he will use one of the clubs benches or have a dedicated bench 
space is yet to be determined.  He will have his own hand tools, however. 

If anyone has any other questions or comments please get them to me (bnknowles@charter.net or 252-8138) and I’ll 
try to answer them in December’s column. 

 


