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Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners 
‘Shavings’

Providing an environment of interest and activities dedicated to the enjoyment of wood turning activities 
and to promote woodturning to the local community through education and charitable events.

It seems like it was just last week when I 
thought summer was over but since then we 
have had another three weeks of beautiful 
weather. I was having a conversation with 
some of my fellow woodturners and they 
were commenting on how turning took a back 
seat this summer to all the other activities. 
The leaves are raked (for now) and the boat is 
put away so I've been looking over the stock 

of bowl and box blanks that have been waiting all summer for me to 
do something with them. I'm looking forward to spending time in the 
shop in hopes of improving my skills and hopefully learning some 
new techniques.
The next several months should be full of opportunities for our group 
to learn, volunteer and maybe even mentor a less skilled turner. As 
another member put it, we're here to have fun and learn and hopefully 
educate newcomers and us old guys have a lot to learn.
The open studio night (teen night) at the Paramount is off to a great 
start. Gary Mrozek is heading up the group and will be looking for 
people who are willing to donate a few Thursday evenings to help 
with the new turners. Remember that the turners are mostly young 
people interested just to see what a lathe does and most have zero 
experience with turning. You don't have to have a bunch of experience 
to help them getting a start.
You may have heard that the CMWA is working with the Paramount 
to create a wood shop in an old area that isn't being used. The Board 
of the MMAW agreed to assist in the renovation by supplying some 
labor and in turn, we will be able to share the space which will be a 
permanent meeting place eliminating the need to set up and tear down 
our equipment for each meeting. Another opportunity to pitch in. 
More information will be coming.
Remember to set aside a bowl every once in a while for the Empty 
Bowl project which will be held in March. Tom Markman has 
volunteered to help organize the turning sessions and collection of 
bowls. Our group has always had a strong representation at the fund 
raiser and it puts us in a good light within the community.

The President’s Column continued page 2

T h e M M A W N o v e m b e r 
Membership Meeting will be held 
at the Visual Arts Center (VAC) in 
the lower level of the Paramount 
Theatre, Downtown St. Cloud. 
The MMAW November meeting 
w i l l f e a t u r e J o h n W i l s o n 
presenting information on his 
invention that can be used on a 
Dremel for bowl embellishment.
The Challenge Project will be a 
lidded box. Please bring your 
creations to share with the 
membership.

From the President
Nov. 12th Membership Meeting
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The President’s Column Continued from Page One  
As a final note, take a look on your book shelves or under your TV to check for MMAW library items you may 
have borrowed and forgotten about. We will purchase new items when funds are available and don't want to 
duplicate.

See you at the November meeting,

Bill Baker
MMAW President

Next Art Crawl
The next Art Crawl in downtown 
St. Cloud will be November 18 
from 5-9 pm. Mark your calendar if 
interested in demonstrating, 
showing your creations, or selling 
some of your work. Contact Gary 
Mrozek for more information.

Types of Turning Tools
Over the next several issues of ʻShavingsʼ, turning 
tools will be discussed. The tool featured in part 2 of 
the series is the roughing gouge.

The first thing that we do when starting to turn 
a spindle, is  to 'rough' the wood from square to 
round.  The tools used for that are called 
roughing gouges, examples of which are 
shown in the photo below. These tools  are 
generally formed from high-speed steel and 
are roughly U-shaped in cross-section.  Their 
cutting edge is  sharpened at around 40-45 
degrees and they are used to remove stock 
quickly, moving in either direction, but 
generally leave an inferior finish.  You will need 
and use one of these unless you're only going 
to work on bowls and platters.

Financial Report by Lyle Knopp, 
MMAW Treasurer
Starting balance    $1110.49     
Debits         $ 258.00
Credits                   $ 193.25
Current balance      $1175.24

Empty Bowls
Empty Bowls is scheduled for March 
25, 2012 in St. Cloud. Tom Markman 
has offered to coordinate the 
MMAW’s involvement with this very 
worthwhile community project. He will 
be keeping us informed on the 
timeline and details for our turning 
and donating bowls. Contact Tom or 
Bill Baker with any questions you may 
have as this project moves ahead.

Happy Thanksgiving from the 
MMAW Board of Directors
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Meeting Notes from the October 8 Membership Meeting
submitted by Bill Langen MMAW Secretary

1. Introduction of new members:
     Jason Prom is interested in turning bowls and pens.
     Bud Becker started turning last fall and likes making bowls.
     Dan Sears got advice from MMAW members and decided to join.

2. Lyle Knopp reported that the Thursday 6-9:00 workshop at the Paramount is in its third 
week and the students are learning fast. MMAW members interested in mentoring are very welcome and 
encouraged to volunteer.

3. Challenge and Show and Tell
Bill Larson showed an hors d'oeuvre plate and discussed his oak segmented vase.
Albert Keppers presented a walnut plate.
Lyle Knopp did a walnut platter.
Lenny Merden showed a plate of turned plywood.
Bill Langen presented two small plates and a goblet.
Jason Prom showed two plates he made as a learning project.
John Huseth made a small flower vase.
Les Sova showed a white pine bowl he made in which he filled voids and cracks with turquoise inlace.
Byron John presented his first attempt at a segmented vase.

4. 50/50 winner: Alan Sias

5. John Caye made a presentation on harvesting, storing and using green wood.  He discussed removing 
the pith, options in drying either before or after turning, moisture loss and wood movement and treatment of 
cracks in pith-in turning.

6. Announcements: 
     Nov. 5-6 the Wisconsin Woodturners are staging a big annual show.  

Visit http://cvwg.org/2011WIWoodturnersExpo.aspx  for more details.
     The Nov. challenge project is a lidded box.

     Members are encouraged to donate bowls to the Empty Bowls campaign on March 25.

Molly Winton Demonstration
On Saturday October 8, Molly Winton gave a demonstration for the Minnesota Woodturners Association at the 
U of Mʼs Regis Art Center. Molly is from the Pacific Northwest and spent 3 days in Minnesota doing 2 hands 
on events at the Bloomington Woodcraft Store and the demo at the U of M.
Molly has been turning full time for about 13 years. She demonstrated how she adds texture and adornments 
to her turnings through the use of pyrography and power carving. She also explained some techniques she 
uses for coloring her creations as well as how she bends her own brands out of nichrome wire.
Molly and her work are featured in galleries in CA and WA. Besides traveling around the US doing 
demonstrations like the one at the U of M, she has attended the AAW symposiums as a demonstrator, written 
articles for or been featured in various turning, carving and pyrography magazines and has been invited to 
attend the 2012 Australian Woodturning Symposium which will be held from September 14th - 16th. 
The MMAW had 5 members who attended Mollyʼs demonstration and were impressed with her creations, her 
willingness to share freely her “tricks” and her entertaining banter as she was turning, carving and burning. 
Visit Molly Wintonʼs website to see more of her work: http://www.turningmaven.com/. Some of Mollyʼs work is 
shown on page 6 of this newsletter. 

http://www.turningmaven.com
http://www.turningmaven.com
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Meeting was held on October 17, 2011
1. Tool Purchase: The Chapter now has three sets of turning tools, one 
set donated by John Caye and two sets purchased for $193.35 (total for 
2 sets).
2. Treasurer's Report: Lyle Knopp reported that the previous ending balance was $1110.49 and 
the current balance is $1155.24. He distributed a financial report and a current MMAW 
membership list.
3. Albert Keppers moved:
Gary Mrozek is authorized to shop for a chuck for one of the Chapter's lathes during his time at 
the Wisconsin woodturning expo. He may spend up to $200.00.
Bill Langen second.
Discussion.
Passed.
4.  Board members discussed a proposal for a Purple Heart Pens benefit for veterans. The 
project would require the purchase of some equipment and therefore the need for a budget.  
Discussion will continue.
5. Members discussed ways to increase readership for the Chapter newsletter. One idea is to 
include more pictures of members' work, especially items in the monthly challenge and show 
and tell.
6. There is some reason to think that the MMAW brochure may need to be updated; members 
considered changes that could be made.
7. Members were reminded that the Empty Bowls event is set for March 25th at Calvary 
Community Church. The Chapter will need a volunteer to organize our effort.
8. Miscellaneous:
     A logo for the Chapter might be a promotional option.
     Library would like us to prepare another show of members' work.
     CMWA would like MMAW members to help remodel their space at the Paramount.
     It's important to make new members and visitors feel welcome at MMAW meetings.
     We need to design, print and distribute membership cards.

See page 5 for the minutes from the September Board Meeting.

Notes from the MMAW Board of Directors
submitted by Bill Langen, MMAW Secretary

MMAW Board of Directors
Bill Baker – President
Jay Eggebrecht– Vice President

 Bill Langen – Secretary
 Lyle Knopp- Treasurer

Gary Mrozek – Past President
Albert Keppers – Member at large
John Caye – Member at large

Tools For Our Passion
If you missed it, see 
page 2 for the featured 
tool in this issue.

Thank you
A big thank you to John Caye for donating a set 
of turning tools to the MMAW.
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Notes from the MMAW Board of Directors
submitted by Bill Langen, MMAW Secretary

MMAW Board Meeting of Sept. 19, 2011

1. The Board discussed options for the purchase of tool sets for the 
Chapter's lathes.  Discussion continues.

2. The Thursday evening class at the Paramount has gotten of to a good start.  
Students show lots of enthusiasm.  Any Chapter member is welcome to come and 
help mentor these students as they learn the basics of woodturning.

3. Gary Mrozek is putting together a $1,000 order with Craft Supplies.  If you 
plan to make a purchase and would like to get in on the savings available on 
orders over $1,000, call Gary.

4. The Board has drawn up up a schedule of demonstrations and challenges for the 
next several months.
     Oct. John Caye- grain orientation, shrinkage and roughing out. Challenge- plates
     Nov. John Wilson- new invention for the dremel tool; challenge-lidded box
     Dec. No demo, Potluck; challenge- Christmas ornament.
     Jan. Bottle stoppers; challenge- snowman
     Feb. Hollow forms; challenge-hearts
     March demo undecided; challenge-birdhouse.
5. Treasurer's Report: the current balance is $1,185.01.  The Treasurer is doing an 
inventory of the Chapter's materials.

Next Board Meeting will be on Oct. 17, 6:30 P.M. in the Paramount Conference 
Room.

Being Creative
Making things with our hands (turning wood) is an extremely satisfying 
way to express ourselves. Bring your creations to our membership 
meetings and share your work with other MMAW members.  We all 
have a creative streak and for us it is creating with wood on a lathe. Let 
your artistic juices flow freely and share your creations at a future 
meeting.
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Molly Winton: wood 
turner and artist
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Photos of Your Work
As you are turning and creating vessels, 
etc., why  not take a few photos and 
submit them for publishing in the gallery 
on the MMAW site? Contact Bill Baker or 
Gary Mrozek and they  will make sure 
your photos are put into the gallery  to 
share with all who visit the MMAW 
website. 
The photos shown on this page are 
representative of work by  MMAW 
members that has been shared at our 
membership meetings.
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From the MMAW Website Gallery

John Huseth

Alan Sias

Jay Eggebrecht

Lyle Knopp

Alan Sias

Denny Myers

John Huseth

“Shavings” is a publication of the Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners, PO Box 227, Sartell, MN 56377


