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Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners’ 
‘Shavings’

Providing an environment of interest and activities dedicated to the enjoyment of wood turning activities 
and to promote woodturning to the local community through education and charitable events.

April showers (and the occasional flurry) 
have made way for May  flowers – 
Halleluiah!

Our April chapter meeting was (in my 
opinion) one of the best ones yet. Jay 
Eggebrecht did a great job giving us the 
highlights on making a pepper mill.  The 
audience interaction was what an 

organization like ours is all about. And the eggs, hats off to all 
the members who participated in the egg challenge project. It’s 
comforting to know that I’m not the only one who struggles with 
what is presumed to be a simple ”no brainer” design. 

The egg was a primmer to our May  challenge project – a bird 
house. Although the age old debate on what came first – the 
chicken or the egg continues, we’ll say  the egg came before the 
house to lay  it in. This subject  matter was inspired by our very 
own John Huseth (see John’s bird house on page 5).  The design 
is open to your interpretation. Anything resembling a bird house, 
be it  decorative or functional, is acceptable as long as it 
incorporates some woodturning. 

I, for one, am getting excited for what  some may find to be the 
biggest woodturning event of a lifetime.  The AAW 25th 
Anniversary is just around the corner.  I feel like a child getting 
ready  for Santa’s arrival (I wonder how David Ellesworth would 
look in a red suit?). If you’re not signed up it’s not  too late. Early 
discount rates are good through May 15th. Visit  http://
www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2011/ for more details.

Continued Page 3 President’s Column

The MMAW May  Membership 
Meeting will be held at the 
Visual Arts Center (VAC) in the 
lower level of the Paramount 
Theatre, Downtown St. Cloud. 

Please remember the May 
challenge is turning a bird 
house. See picture and article 
on page 5. Bring your bird house 
to the membership meeting on 
May 14. Meeting starts at 10 
AM.

The May  demonstration will 
spotlight 4 jaw  chucks and their 
safe use.

From the President May Membership Meeting

http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2011/
http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2011/
http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2011/
http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2011/
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Functional

Pepper MillsBeautiful
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Meeting Notes from April Membership Meeting
 submitted by Bill Langen, MMAW Secretary

Jay Eggebrecht gave a demonstration of how to turn a pepper mill.  He 
also discussed various sets of hardware for the grinder and noted that 
none of them were especially expensive.

Ten Members brought lots of submissions for the egg turning challenge 
and for Show and Tell. Winners of the egg challenge drawing were Dennis 
Myers, John Caye, Lyle Knopp and Ken Peterson.

Gary Mrozek displayed two bowls turned from burls as well as a box elder vase which 
he turned on the pith.  He discussed his experience finishing with shellac.

We have three new members: Kathy Schellinger, Duane Paulson and Violet Halverson. 
Violet Halverson showed us her olive wood pepper mill.

The 50-50 winner of $28.50 was Cliff Borgerding.

Treasurer's Report: the local has a balance of $2568.35.

President’s Column continued from page one

Our chapter is beginning to build momentum. I’d like to extend a warm welcome to our newest 
members Cathy Schellinger, Duane Paulson and Violet Halverson. I’m getting positive feedback with 
our new location at the Paramount Visual Arts Center. I’m grateful to all the members who pitch in to 
get the room set-up and packed up at the end.  We recently invested $680 in a new lathe and slow speed 
grinder that will be left at the Paramount for club use. We’re looking for various items to be donated or 
borrowed to the club. We need a sharpening system, basic quality tools and items essential to a basic 
woodturning. We’re looking for member(s) willing to design and build a rolling grinder cabinet where 
we can keep our equipment and supplies secured. 

It’s not too early to begin thinking about next season’s Board of Director positions. We’ll be taking 
nominees’ to fill Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, and one “at large” position. This early  notice of 
the August  elections is to give you an opportunity to sit in on a few board meetings to see what it’s like. 
Anyone who has ever been in a club or organization of any type, knows its success is all about the 
involvement of its members.   

Gary



  ISSUE SIX!    MAY 4, 2011
               

! PAGE 4

Attention MMAW Membership
Visit the last page of this newsletter for 
information about winning a Powermatic 
3250B lathe at the AAW National Symposium 
in June. 
If the usual coloration of a Powermatic isn’t to 
your liking, the custom paint job created by 
woodturner Bhin Pho may be to your liking.
More information on Bhin Pho and his work is 
available at the following address: 
http://www.wondersofwood.net/ .

Notes from the MMAW Board of Directors - No end of 
April meeting was held. 
A special MMAW Board of Directors meeting has been 
scheduled for May 9. Time and place to be announced.

     Remember to Use Our Suggestion Box
    
Let us know  what types of demonstrations you would like to see. Put your questions or suggestions in the box  at our next 
meeting or email them to Gary at gmrozek@charter.net  Any question(s) received will be addressed at the next meeting.

Update on Lathe Purchase
The MMAW  is pursuing the possible 
purchase of up to 3 lathes for use during 
our membership meetings, by our 
members and when we begin our outreach 
program this fall. Part of our mission 
statement is to promote woodturning in the 
community. By purchasing turning 
equipment MMAW  members will be able to 
offer community  woodturning classes 
through the Paramount Visual Arts Center 
(VAC). 

Various vendors are being contacted for 
quotes for the possible purchase of up  to 3 
midi-lathes and some turning tools/
equipment. 
More information to come.

AAW Awards MMAW $1500
Thanks to John Caye and Gary Mrozek 
for writing and submitting a grant 
application to the AAW  this past fall. 
The MMAW just received word that we 
will be the recipients of one of the 
grants. The funds, as stated in the grant 
application, are designated for use to 
buy lathes for our community outreach 
work.

http://www.wondersofwood.net
http://www.wondersofwood.net
mailto:gmrozek@charter.net
mailto:gmrozek@charter.net
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May 14th MMAW Meeting
Our May 14th Chapter meeting will be at 
10:00AM in the Rehearsal Studio at the 
Paramount Visual Arts Center (VAC). 
Parking is free in the adjacent ramp  as well 
as street parking. Enter through the rear 
doors and proceed down the stairs to your 
left. The meeting begins with a social 
followed by a presentation by Dick Beumer. 
The topic will be uses of 4-jawed chucks and 
safety precautions related to their use. 
Following the demonstration will be our 
monthly show-and-tell and open forum for 
questions and answers. Our challenge 
project is making a bird house. Participants 
will be eligible for a $10 Craft Supplies USA 
gift certificate.

Financial Report by Bill Larson, 
MMAW Treasurer
       
Starting balance    $1105.00     
Debits        $   36.65
Credits                  $1500.00
Current balance     $2568.35 

Calendar

May 14, 2011 
Dick Beumer presentation on 4 jaw chucks and 
how to use them safely

June 11, 2011 
Jay Eggebrecht demonstration making 
necklace medallions

July 2011 
Rollie Johnson demonstration on 
photographing, editing and emailing photos of 
your work and Review of bylaws and candidates 
for board positions

August 2011 
Board member election and by-law vote if 
needed

MMAW Board of Directors
Gary Mrozek – President
Bill Baker – Vice President

 Bill Langen – Secretary
 Bill Larson - Treasurer

Nadine Nelson – filling the Past                
President position
Albert Keppers – 1 year at large
John Caye – 2 year at large

MMAW  Members’ 
Classifieds

Items that are Wanted or 
For Sale /Trade
This space reserved for items 
that MMAW members may 
want or have for sale/trade.

The club owned Jamison laser 
guided deep hollowing tool is 
available for rent.   The cost 
to members is $5 per month. 
C o n t a c t G a r y f o r m o re 
details.
 
Send to Gar y Mrozek a t 
gmrozek@char ter.net or 
Nadine Ne l son a t 
nnelson1953@clearwire.net . 

mailto:gmrozek@charter.net
mailto:gmrozek@charter.net
mailto:nnelson1953@clearwire.net
mailto:nnelson1953@clearwire.net
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April  Creations
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Welcome to Our New Members
Let’s extend a warm welcome to our 3 
newest MMAW members: Violet 
Halverson, Duane Paulson, and Cathy 
Schellinger.
If you are interested in becoming an 
AAW member check it out at: http://
www.woodturner.org/org/mbrship/

Challenge Projects 
Mark your calendars, the following 
will be our challenge projects for 
the upcoming months.
May - bird house
June - candle holder
July - mosquito house
August - plate or platter

Mentors
Dick Beumer – 8:00AM to 4:30PM daily (320) 251-7013

John Caye – Flexible (320) 253-2875

Gary Mrozek – Evenings 6:00PM to 9:00PM (320) 252-2764 

Let’s keep our mentor list growing, volunteer today.

MMAW Participates in the Sustainability Event
The MMAW participated in the St. Cloud’s first Sustainability Event on Saturday April 
30th. The rainy weather forced a location change from the shores of Lake George to 
Halenbeck Hall on the SCSU Campus. The rain didn’t stop hundreds of people from 

attending the event. The woodturners 
reached out to the children at the event.  
The kids lined up to have an opportunity 
to pump the treadle of our vintage lathe. 
It was a photo opportunity for parents to 
take photographs of their children at the 
lathe and for parents and adults to ask 
q u e s t i o n s a b o u t t h e c l u b a n d 
woodturning in general. Alan Sias and 
Mike Borka were the primary lathe 
operators with help from Brad Knowles, 
Albert Keppers, Lyle Knopp and Gary 
Mrozek. Our club was invited to 
demonstrate the lathe at two more future 

events; the Boys and Girls Club and an event at Barden Park this summer.

http://www.woodturner.org/org/mbrship/
http://www.woodturner.org/org/mbrship/
http://www.woodturner.org/org/mbrship/
http://www.woodturner.org/org/mbrship/
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“Shavings” is a publication of the Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners, PO Box 227, Sartell, MN 56377

Reminder that May 
15th is the deadline for 
early registration for 
the AAW Symposium 
being held in St. Paul 
on June 24-26, 2011. 

We hope many of our 
members are planning 
to a t tend . The 
symposium was last 
held in MN 10 years 
a go . Take th i s 
opportunity to see and 
hear some of  the 
expert woodturners 
from around  the world.  

D o n’t m i s s t h e n e x t 
MMAW membership meeting 
if you would like to gain some 
insight into 4 jawed chucks and 
their uses. Dick Beumer is 
presenting and will have some 
examples of chucks and timely 
information related to 4 jawed 
chucks.
The next meeting is May 14th 
at the Paramount VAC (Visual 
Arts Center), 10 AM.

How to Turn a Pendent on the Lathe
At our June membership meeting Jay 
Eggebrecht will be show how he turns 
wood medallions or pendents. Mark 
your calendar and plan to attend on 
June 11 at the Paramount VAC.

Where is Spring?

In August, the MMAW membership will be electing and filling some Board of 
Directorʼs positions. Consider becoming involved and agree to fill a seat on the 
board or run for an open spot. Letʼs all remember the time commitment the present 
members on the board made to get our new AAW chapter up and running. We 
should also express our appreciation to  members who are involved in getting the 
membership meetings setup/taken down and/or presenting at a meeting.Thank you 
to all MMAW members who have been involved.



MMAW members may purchase raffle tickets at our May 14 meeting. Take a 
chance, purchase a ticket and support the AAW and the past time we are 
passionate about - woodturning.


