
 
Volume 3 Number 8 March 4, 2013 

 From the President…Alan Sias 
 
 

Alan Sias 

 
Wow! Where did February 
go? It seems that we just 
met last week, and here it is 
time to get ready for our 
March meeting already. I 
haven’t had a chance to get 
back out in the garage yet. It 

seems crazy to think that we just finished 
February and spring is just around the corner. 

This month’s challenge is the egg box that Bill 
Baker demonstrated for us last month. This month 
we will have a demonstration on multi-axis 
turnings.  

We also have the opportunity and need to bring in 
our empty bowls for this month. Really, 
Saturday’s meeting is the last convenient time to 
do this. So, please bring in the bowls. I know that 
Tom Markman has been working on trying to 
come up with ways to entice people into bringing 
them in. I think that you guys can do it. Just bring 
them in. 

We have the opportunity to participate in art 
crawls throughout the spring, too. I would highly 
recommend getting involved. I know that I plan 
on doing some as I get back out in the garage! My 
mother-in-law has challenged me to make her a 
newspaper plant pot maker. I looked it up online 
and found a couple of videos. That will be my first 
project when I finally get back out there. 

 (President, continued on p. 4) 
 

March 9, 2013 
 Membership Meeting 

Paramount Theater and Visual 
Arts Center—St. Cloud, MN 

The next Chapter meeting of the 
MMAW is Saturday, March 9th at 
the Paramount Theater and Visual 
Arts Center in downtown St. Cloud 
MN.  

Hope springs eternal this time of 
year, especially related to this 
month’s challenge project. Try your 
hand at turning an egg box or two 
and bring ‘em in to show—just 
don’t put all those egg boxes in one 
basket. 

Saturday’s demonstration will be 
on multi-axis turning. 

The doors to the studio will open at 
9:00 a.m. Social hour continues 
until the monthly meeting begins at 
10:00 a.m. 

Lots of yolks and crack-ups ahead, 
so feel free to bring friends, new 
members, and guests. 

See you all on March 9th! 
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Train the Trainer classes: Gary Mrozek has had two of his classes, and Lyle Knopp has had one. These 
are classes in which the instructor is trying to refine his or her skills as a teacher. So far the classes have 
given students an opportunity to acquire new skills and instructors a chance to use feedback to improve 
or modify their methods. A number of other sessions have been organized. 
 
Workspace renovation: In January there was meeting of the CMWA and Paramount administration. The 
meeting went well, and the Paramount reiterated its concern that funding for the renovation by secured 
before work starts. The Paramount reminded the group that meeting space is provided with the 
understanding that groups conduct outreach programs, such as the MMAW Teen Night classes, and that 
groups participate in Art Crawls. 
 
AAW Insurance: Alan Sias received an email from the AAW informing chapters that the parent 
organization will no longer offer liability insurance due to a steep increase in the cost of premiums. The 
AAW is looking at other options.  Meanwhile the MMAW is covered for activities within the Paramount 
building.   
Alan Sias moved that "The MMAW will notify the AAW that it is interested the the AAW's $100-150 
policy if it becomes available. Gerry Wervey seconded. Passed. 
 
Announcements: 
     >The Chapter needs to have a sign-in sheet at Chapter meetings. 
     >EOG: Since the AAW raised very little money at the San Jose Symposium, grant funds are very 
limited. 
     >The member phone list is coming along very well with about 2/3 of the information collected. 
     >No news on the timing of a woodturning exhibit in the Great River Library. We're attempting to get 
some information from them. 
     >There is some confusion regarding the schedule of challenges and demos. Here is the schedule as it 
appeared in the Sept. 2012 MMAW Board Mtg. minutes: 
Schedule of Challenges 
     December- a Christmas ornament with two or more woods 
     Jan.- a letter opener; Demo- making a scoop 
     Feb. Scoop; Demo- making a lidded box 
     March- an egg box (hollow egg); Demo- multi-axis turning 
     April- Multi-axis turning 
 
     >Treasurer's Report: The balance stands at $2068.34. 
     >Teen Night-teen subscription has fallen off, but more adults are signing up. 
     >VA project- the VA is still interested and is discussing the idea. 
     >Alan Sias and Gerry Wervey are investigating the possibility of the Chapter acquiring a trailer. 

 Minutes of the MMAW Board Meeting, February 4, 2013 
Submitted by William Langen, MMAW Secretary 
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From the Dust… 
Members’ Projects on Display  
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       President (continued from p. 1) 
 
 
 

Treasury Report 
Submitted by MMAW Treasurer 

Lyle Knopp  

Previous balance $2,068.34 

Income 77.50 

Expenses 146.86 

New balance 1,999.58 

 

 

Last month, we took a lot of 
pictures for the club directory 
but still have a few more to 
go.  Don’t be surprised if we 
try to contact you to get yours 
taken. If I forget, make sure to 
let me know so that I can 
make sure you get included. 

Have a great week, and we’ll 
see you at the club meeting 
on the 9th!  

I hope you all turn out! 

 

 

Library Fund: $14.00 

Minutes of MMAW Meeting of February 9, 2013 
Submitted by William Langen, MMAW Secretary 
34 members attending including new member, Richard 
Kisch 
 
1. There was a discussion of the Train the Trainer program, 
its purpose and experience to this point. 
 
2. Empty Bowls is coming up soon and we need many more 
finished bowls. 
 
3. Members were reminded to initial by their names on the 
sign-in sheet. The Chapter needs to maintain a record of 
attendance. 
 
4. The scoop challenge and the show and tell produced a 
good number of members' contributions. 
 
5. The Chapter has begun to take pictures of members for a 
new edition of the member picture book. Members were 
given sheets on which they could furnish information for the 
member brochure. So far 32 of these sheets have been filled 
out and returned. 
 
6. Roxanne is the new Chapter Librarian.  Members were 
reminded that items can be borrowed for $1 for each month 
the item is kept out.  
 
7. Demo:  Bill Baker gave an excellent demonstration of 
making a lidded box and answered members' questions. 
 
8. Bill Larson won the 50/50 drawing for $23.50. 
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Let’s All Go “Bowling”!! 

Time is running out for our 
annual contribution to Empty 
Bowls.  

Last year the MMAW provided 
159 bowls to the event. As of our 
last Chapter meeting on 
February 9th, we've collected 39.  

Next Saturday, March 9th at our 
Chapter meeting, will be the last 
convenient time to drop off your 
bowls. There are still dried bowl 
blanks available to take home 
and finish. 

Whatever your skill level, 
consider “bowling” for this 
worthy cause.  

The Mighty Pen 
 
There is still time to sign-up for 
Nadine Nelson's Pen Turning 
Class through the Paramount 
Visual Arts Center Spring 
classes offerings. This class starts 
Tuesday March 4th. You will not 
be disappointed with this class! 
This class goes far beyond your 
basic pens. You'll learn how to 
apply the same finish that 
Nadine uses on her pens that sell 
for hundreds of dollars. You'll 
learn that all pen kits are not 
created equal as well as the 
variations that can be made form 
a single kit. Please help get the 
word out. Sign-up online at  
http://www.paramountarts.org

/classes/wood/  

NATURAL EDGE WOOD TURNING CLASSES A 
SUCCESS. 

by John Caye 
  
On February 5th and 6th, nine members of 
CMWA attended classes on turning open edge bowls.  
This was a class for club members with some bowl 
turning experience. 
  
The sessions focused on finding wood suitable for 
turning , cutting the wood, turning and adjusting the 
piece to find a pleasing grain and bark orientation, 
as well as turning procedures to achieve success. 
  
February 5th class (not pictured) attendees were Dan 
Siers, Jim Brode, Larry Samson, Cathy Shellinger, and 
Brad Knowles. 
  
February 6th class  members were Bill Baker, Byron 
John, Eddie Och, and Ken Peterson. 
  
This class 
is 
available 
in the 
future, if 
enough 
members 
show 
interest in 
a session. 
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MMAW Board Meeting, Tuesday February 26, 2013 
Submitted by William Lagen, MMAW Secretary 
 
Present: Denny Myer, Roxanne Wyatt, Lyle Knopp, Jerry Wervey, Albert Keppers, Bill Baker, 
Bill Langen 
Absent: Alan Sias 
 
1. Jerry Wervey gave an update on the Member Contact List. There was a discussion of the 
process to complete photos of members. 
 
2. Financial Report: Income was $77.00 and $149.00 was spent for a shop vacuum leaving a 
balance of $1999.58. 
 
3. Teen Night: attendance has been declining. There was a discussion of the option of 
renaming it Open Studio Night. The Board is looking for ways to publicize the program. 
 
4. Policy Guidelines for MMAW Equipment Use: Gary Mrozek has had discussion with the 
Paramount and has been assured that they leave the framing of a policy entirely in our 
hands.  Their concern is simply that we have a policy and that they have a copy on 
record.  Bill Baker will draft a policy. 
 
5.  Library Policy: there was a discussion of the need for a policy document for the Chapter 
Library which among other things could facilitate the transition of Library Directors. 
 
6. March's demo has not been decided. Jerry Wervey suggested a group top making project. 
Gary Mrozek noted that a demo could also encompass a report on a technique or project. 
Jerry will do the challenge for April, a 3 axes wall hanging. He offered some ideas for demos 
and challenges for the rest of the year: 
 May- Lenny Merden: a demo of flowers turned on the lathe. 
June- an extended show and tell on favorite jigs for the lathe. 
July-? 
August- a turned vegetable. 
Sept. - a burl turning. 
Oct. - a turned pumpkin at an open-air (at a member's home or cabin) wood exchange and 
weenie roast. 
Nov.- Dan Sears on Christmas ornaments. 
Dec. Annual Christmas party. 
These are ideas open for further discussion. 
 
7. Denny Myer spoke about the upcoming Wood Expo and suggested that the MMAW 
become more involved in next year's event. The next meeting of the Wood Expo Organizing 
Committee is set for 7:00, March 11 at Coborn's on Cooper. 
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