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Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners 
‘Shavings’

Providing an environment of interest and activities dedicated to the enjoyment of wood turning activities 
and to promote woodturning to the local community through education and charitable events.

NEW MEETING TIME
The board voted to move the MMAW 
meeting time to 9:30 AM. This month the 
demonstration will start at 10:00 so any 
members not getting the word on the 
change won’t miss the demo. Please help 
me out by getting the word to those 

without internet service. 

Jay Eggebrecht is busy planning the program for our booth at the 
Wood Expo on March 17th. It would be great if members would 
step up  and offer some time to volunteer. All of the booths have 
been sold and I think it will be a good show for all of us. Be sure 
and come and support  the MMAW, CMWA and the Wood 
Carvers. 
I am working at getting the meeting schedule filled out for the rest 
of the year. Let me know if you have something special you 
would like to see.
Keep the Empty Bowl fund raiser in mind and donate a bowl or 
two if you can. It  is a worthy cause to help fight hunger and I 
think our bowls are a big hit at the event. Tom Markman will be 
collecting bowls at the March meeting and also at the Wood Expo 
so we have many opportunities to get some more bowls but time 
is getting short.
In this newsletter we will be featuring a wood turner from around 
the world. Look for this every  once in awhile in future 
newsletters. Meet George Watkins, from the UK, this month.
I hope your turning is going well and if not, you have plenty  of 
help available if you just ask. 

See you March 17th,

Bill Baker 

The MMAW March Membership 
Meeting will be held at the Visual Arts 
Center (VAC) in the lower level of the 
Paramount Theatre, Downtown St. 
Cloud. 
The MMAW March Meeting will start at 
9 :30 AM wi th the soc ia l . The 
demonstration will begin at 10:00. This 
is a new start time. See the Presidentʼs 
Letter and Directorʼs Meeting notes for 
information regarding this time change.
This month John Huseth will be 
presenting on segmented turning and 
the challenge project is a bird house.

From the President
March 10th Membership Meeting

Go to AAW Site

http://woodturner.org/
http://woodturner.org/
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Library Materials Fund
New library materials wil l be 
purchased as funds allow.  Let a Board 
member know if you have seen or 
used some helpful books/dvd’s related 
to woodturning, design, etc. that you 
think would benefit our membership.  
A list of suggestions will be kept and 
materials purchased as money 
becomes available. Not sure who your 
MMAW Board members are? See 
page 7 of this newsletter.

Types of Turning Tools
Over the next several issues of ʻShavingsʼ, turning 
tools will be discussed. The tool featured in part 5 of 
the series is the  bowl gouge.

Bowl turning requires the use of bowl gouges. Bowl 
gouges come in many grinds and are dependent on 
personal choice. 

These tools are of a semicircular cross-section with a 
shallow flute, the groove running the length of the blade, 
and can be ground at any angle between 30 degrees 
and 45 degrees depending on preference and turning 
style. Most turners grind their spindle gouges to what is 
colloquially termed a finger-nail shape (a rather well-
manicured lady’s fingernail) as this makes the tool more 
versatile in its use. In the picture below, you will note 
that the standard grinds show the flute set back a little 
from the bottom center of the flute, a characteristic of 
how gouges are ground. 

Financial Report by Lyle Knopp, 
MMAW Treasurer
Starting balance     $926.68     
Debits           $53.36
Credits                   $202.84
Current balance       $777.20

Still Time for a Chance(s) to 
Win A Prize-Thanks to all 
who donated
Empty Bowls is 
scheduled for 
Sunday March 
25, 2012 at the 
C a l v a r y 
C o m m u n i t y 
Church in St. Cloud from 12-6 pm. 
Each bowl donated entitles the 
turner to a chance at winning a 
prize. Thank you to everyone who 
brought bowls  for the Empty 
Bowls event to the last meeting. 
We have collected a total of 92 
b o w l s t o w a r d o u r g o a l o f 
150. There is  still time to donate 
bowls for this event. If you have 
bowls to donate please bring them 
to the March meeting, the wood 
expo before 9AM, or contact me 
and we can arrange a time to pick 
them up. 
Q u e s t i o n s ? C o n t a c t To m 
Markman, 320-356-9534 or email 
him at dekkt@earthlink.net .

Sometimes We Forget
We sometimes  forget that the success of the MMAW 
is  due to many members volunteering their time, 
making donations  of various kinds, and supporting 
our organization by word of mouth so we continue 
gaining members.
Take the time to thank a member or members who 
are/have contributed to the success of our 
organization. 
Become actively involved with the organization by 
contacting President Bill Baker and offering your 
help.  

mailto:dekkt@earthlink.net
mailto:dekkt@earthlink.net
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Meeting Notes from the February 11 Membership Meeting
submitted by Bill Langen MMAW Secretary

New Members:
Guy Schafer, John Rees, Mark Scholer

Announcements:  
  >The Wood Expo March 17- our participation is lead by Jay Eggebrecht. There was 
a call for volunteers to help carrying materials into the hall. Enough volunteers signed 
up and will receive free entry for their help. Others are welcome to volunteer as exhibitors will need help in 
the afternoon. 
A limited number of Expo booths are still available at $40 each.

 >Empty Bowls: Tom Markman, who is handling our participation in this event is very grateful for the many 
bowls donated so far. The Chapter has set a goal of contributing 100 bowls and members are warmly 
encouraged to donate. For every bowl donated, the Chapter will provide a ticket for a $50 drawing.
 >Robin Sheers was present to display and sell burls that he harvests.
 >There's a big red oak burl on Ebay.
 >The Chapter website has attracted a lot of interest and even some sales as a result of the gallery of 
members' work. Please check the website to be sure that information, especially contact information, is 
accurate.

Challenge and Show and Tell: 
The Challenge was a valentine theme project. Dan Seirs brought two bowls with heart shaped edge carving. 
Gary Mrozek displayed a bowl with a burned band with a heart motif. Les Sova showed two bowls.
For the Show and Tell  Gerald Wervey brought two bowls. Albert Keppers had bowls made of walnut, birch, 
mulberry, ash burl  and two from russian olive. John Caye brought three bowls of spalted white oak, spalted 
burl and spalted aspen. Lenny Merden displayed two guitar stands.

Demo: Lyle Knopp and Denny Myers demonstrated hollowing techniques. Some of the tips that they revealed 
were that hollowing is best done at faster speeds. In boring the initial  hole, it is a big help to coat the drill  bit 
with beeswax. Finally, a bowl steady offers a big advantage in dealing with the vibration typical in hollowing.

50/50 Drawing: Albert Keppers won the drawing and received $18.

Do you use an iPad? As of February 2, 2012 the February AAW 
journal is  now on the iPad!  If you are an AAW member and using an iPad, login to the 
members area and click on "Online Journals" on the left hand side. To view in iPad click the 
iPad link below the journal issue.

                                              
! ! !         Check out the size of this lidded vessel. It has been said that if you can              
! ! !         turn “small” you can turn “big” without a problem. If you take a picture of a 
! ! !         small turning and it appears to the viewer to be larger than it actually is, you 
! ! !         have succeeded in getting the small vessel proportioned correctly. Looks like 
! ! !         AAW member, George Watkins, UK, proportioned this one perfectly. George 
! ! !         does some great work and is featured this month in ‘Shavings’. Check out 
! !                       pages 10 & 11 in this newsletter and his website to see some beautiful   
                                                creations.

http://www.fromthetree.co.uk/index.html
http://www.fromthetree.co.uk/index.html
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Meeting was held on February 20, 2012

Financial Report – We have a balance of $823.01. $66.00 is 
earmarked for the library.

Wood Expo – Gary Mrozek and John Caye have donated items for the vendor drawing at 
the wood expo. 

AAW – The board discussed donating $1.00 per member to the AAW to support the group 
insurance plan. Bill B. needs to check and see how many AAW members  we have before 
making a final decision.

Selling at the chapter meetings – Members will be able to sell items at chapter meetings. 
A table will be set up outside the meeting room for members (or invited non-members) to 
sell whatever.

New meeting start times. - The board voted to pay the Paramount a $10.00 fee per month 
to have the building open at 9:00 with a meeting start time of 9:30. The demonstration at 
the March meeting will start at 10:00 AM.

Show and tell – The general feeling is that the show and tell is  an important part of the 
meetings and no restrictions  should be placed on quantity or time that it takes for 
members to share their turnings.

Jay E. is putting together the volunteer roster for the Wood Expo on March 17th.

Membership cards were presented to the board by Lyle K. and were approved by the 
board.

MMAW Logo – No designs were submitted for the chapter logo. No action.

The board voted to purchase a set of DVD's produced by the Wisconsin wood 
symposium. The cost is $50.00

Bill Langen and Gary Mrozek were absent.

Notes from the MMAW Board of Directors
submitted by Bill Baker, MMAW President

Tools For Our Passion
If you missed it, see 
page 2 for the featured 
tool in this issue.

Wood Expo 
Still interested in volunteering at the Wood Expo 
March 17th? Contact Jay Eggebrecht if  you would 
like to help at this function.
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www.bestbuy.com/PremiumCollection

Community Outreach Program 
Update:
News from Teen Night/Open 
Studio by Lyle Knopp

Members of the MMAW continue to build 
momentum in achieving our 
organization’s mission statement: 
Providing an environment of interest and 
activities dedicated to the enjoyment of 
woodturning and to promote woodturning 
to the local community through education 
and charitable events.
These activities include Teen Night/Open 
Studio at the Paramount Visual Arts 
Center each Thursday evening from 
6:00PM to 9:00PM. The Paramount has 
provided a dedicated space for this 
activity. The studio provides ample room 
for our three lathes and support 
equipment. The studio also has a 

whiteboard where we begin each session 
with basic turning instructions and safety 
awareness. 
Each weekly event has a steady following 
of teenagers and young and old adults. 
The goal each Thursday evening is to have 
2 sessions providing 3 individuals per 
session time to turn while under the 
watchful eye of a MMAW mentor. 
Unfortunately, often interested individuals 
are turned away due to limited equipment 
and mentors. 
The MMAW mentors assist participants 
who have never previously operated a 
lathe and others who may have been 
exposed to turning in school, 30+ years 
ago.  The rewards to the MMAW mentors 
who have volunteered their time, are the 
smiles on the faces of the individuals as 
they proudly hold their creations as they 
depart.  

Embellishing Your Creations - Try 
Burning
Embellishing wood turnings with fire isnʼt 
new, but it is a technique that has gained 
in popularity  for adding beauty and 
interest to a turned creation. Many 
MMAW  members are using burning with 
their work. Whether you are using a wood 
burning tool like a torch or a hand piece 
that heats a wire that is bent to a 
particular shape or even putting the whole 
piece into a barrel and heating it, it is all 
about burning wood or pyrography. After 
reading many articles and books on the 
subject, it seems your imagination is the 
only limitation. Always be aware of the 

dangers of fire/smoke and take the proper 
precautions when burning. Many people 
use a piece of scrap wood that is the 
same type as their creation to see how “it 
burns”. No need to ruin a beautiful vessel 
due to it not taking to the burning 
technique of choice. Some woods burn 
better than others, just experiment on 
various wood types. More information on 
burning using torches can be found here. 
Letʼs see some of your creations that use 
pyrography at an upcoming membership 
meeting.

http://www.woodturningvideosplus.com/burning-wood.html
http://www.woodturningvideosplus.com/burning-wood.html
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AAW Turnings of the WEEK

Woodcraft of Minneapolis has published their 
calendar for upcoming classes they will be offering. For 
dates and information visit the Woodcraft site.

MMAW Board of Directors
Bill Baker – President
Jay Eggebrecht– Vice President

 Bill Langen – Secretary
 Lyle Knopp- Treasurer

Gary Mrozek – Past President
Albert Keppers – Member at large
John Caye – Member at large

 

St. Cloud Art Crawl
The St. Cloud Art Crawl calendar for 
2012 is March 16th, July 15th, 
August 17-18 and November 16 - 
5:00 - 9:00 PM in downtown St. 
Cloud. MMAW members interested 
in displaying their work in the 
Paramount Visual Art Center can 
contact Gary. The website is 
www.artcrawlstcloud.com

You don’t have to be an 
AAW member to visit 
the website and browse 
through the areas open 
to all visitors to the site. 
One item you might like 
to see each week is the 
featured “turning of the 
week”. AAW members 
can submit photos of 
their work and one is 
selected each week and 
earns the title “turning of 
the week”.  

Don’t forget if you have an item 
for sa l e or t rade , you can 
advertise it in ‘Shavings’. Send 
your ad to B i l l Baker a t 
baker@cloudnet.com 
or Nadine Nelson at 
nnelson12553@gmail.com .

http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=306&page=classes
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=306&page=classes
http://www.artcrawlstcloud.com/
http://www.artcrawlstcloud.com/
http://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.woodturner.org/
mailto:baker@cloudnet.com
mailto:baker@cloudnet.com
mailto:nnelson12553@gmail.com
mailto:nnelson12553@gmail.com
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Thank you Lyle and Denny - our February 
Presenters

MMAW members giving hollow turning a try
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M M A W M e m b e r s ʼ 
Work
These photos show  
some of the work that 
was sha red a t t he 
February membership 
meeting. Thanks to all 
t h e m e m b e r s f o r 
b r i n g i n g i n t h e i r 
creations and sharing 
them with us.
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Interested In Traveling to the 2012 AAW Symposium?
AAW has been conducting annual woodturning symposia since 1987. The upcoming 
26th Annual AAW symposium, will be held in San Jose, California Friday June 08 
through Sunday June 10, 2012, at the San Jose Convention & Cultural Facilities.
Here is  a summary of anticipated costs:  AAW member admission is $250, Hotel 
(attached to the convention center) is $129 X 4 nights = $516, Non-stop Airfare 
is $430 for a total of $1,200. 
For more information related to where to stay, what to do in San Jose or the 2012 symposium visit 
the AAW website: www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2012/. Contact Gary Mrozek if you are thinking 
about traveling to San Jose for the symposium.

Utah Woodturning Symposium May 17 - 19, 2012
Information for the 2012 Utah Woodturning Symposium is available at: 
www.utahwoodturning.com/. Contact Gary Mrozek if interested in attending. 
The costs for attending will be: admission $275, $316 hotel, airfare is $396 and $66 for round trip 
shuttle from airport to Provo and back for a total of $1049.

Reminders !om February’s Newsletter - Demonstrations and Travel

Professional Demonstration - Trent Bosch
Topic: Trent’s philosophy has always been to work in harmony with our 
environment. He will not destroy something to make something. He will only 
work with recycled or easily sustainable woods.
Saturday, March 24 all day demo

Location:University of Minnesota
E201 Regis Center for Art
405 21st Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55455
Link to Map quest for location
Time: 9:00 AM to 3:30 PM

Note: sponsored by MWA, must be a member of their chapter in order to 
attend, cost $30 per year. Visit MN Woodturners Association for membership 
information: www.mnwoodturners.com/index.shtml

Contact Gary Mrozek for more information or if interested in attending.

http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2012/
http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2012/
http://www.utahwoodturning.com
http://www.utahwoodturning.com
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=405+21st+Ave+S&city=Minneapolis&state=MN&zipcode=55455-0420&country=US&latitude=44.969392&longitude=-93.242537
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=405+21st+Ave+S&city=Minneapolis&state=MN&zipcode=55455-0420&country=US&latitude=44.969392&longitude=-93.242537
http://mnwoodturners.com/index.shtml
http://mnwoodturners.com/index.shtml
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Meet A Special Turner and Friend from the UK - George Watkins
(Note to the reader: I have never met George in person. I only know him through email contact, but over the 
past year of corresponding with George, admiring his creations, and buying yew from him, have developed a 
great respect for him and his work. I am very lucky to know George and to be able to share his story and work 
with you. -Nadine Nelson-)

Hello, my name is George Watkins, I’m thirty three 
years old and I live and work in Leicestershire, 
England with my wife Emily and daughter Beth.
 
When I was nineteen, I went to a craft fair and got 
chatting with a woodturner. I don't know  why, but I 
knew  there and then that I wanted to try 

woodturning. 
S o o n a f t e r 
that meeting I 
b o u g h t a 
s m a l l l a t h e 
and “had a go”, with hindsight I wished I’d have had some 
formal lessons with a professional woodturner, as those first 
few  years were fraught with frustration and I very nearly 
gave up several times.
 
I have been turning now  for approximately fourteen years 
and I am still completely self-taught, learning what I know 
from books, videos, practical application and mistakes. I 
specialize in turning hollow  forms and vessels using mainly 
green/unseasoned wood. I also enjoy making boxes and 
platters, sometimes incorporating resin or gold leaf 
techniques.

 
My main supply of  wood is taken from two local 
tree surgeons. I enjoy chatting with the tree 
surgeons and finding out where the wood has 
come from and why it has been removed. The 
majority of my wood is removed as part of  
sus ta inab le fo res t ry management o r 
sometimes trees or large limbs are removed if 
they are diseased or overhanging a road, etc. If 
I didn't buy the wood, it is sometimes sold for 
paper mulch or split and sold as firewood.
 
My turning is constantly evolving and at the 
moment I am really enjoying trying new  things 
and seeing the possibilities of the many 
different ways I could take my work and 
explore with it.
 
I hope you enjoy looking at my work.
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George Watkins - UK Woodturner

Questions/comments about George’s creations or information on purchasing his work can be found by 
emailing him:  george@fromthetree.co.uk .

“Shavings” is a publication of the Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners, PO Box 227, Sartell, MN 56377

mailto:george@fromthetree.co.uk
mailto:george@fromthetree.co.uk

