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Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners 
‘Shavings’

Providing an environment of interest and activities dedicated to the enjoyment of wood turning activities 
and to promote woodturning to the local community through education and charitable events.

This time of the year gets busy for us all. I 
have talked to a few people that don't have 
heated shops and are excited to get back 
into their garage and start turning again. I 
haven't turned a lot lately but I did purchase 
a set of hand threading tools and am 
determined to learn how to create boxes 

with threaded lids. I do have a collection of failures but will keep 
at it. I am using woods not suitable for threading but am using the 
technique of using epoxy to create a solid base for threading. 

I came across an article that mentioned a symposium coming up 
in Chicago in late summer. Might be something for those who 
can't travel to California for the national event. You can find 
information at turnonchicago.com.

The remodel of the Paramount is in the planning stage and 
moving quickly. I will try  to pass on information as it becomes 
available. Please give me call if you have any  questions. The 
CMWA (woodworkers) is heading up the project so I will try to 
keep  the MMAW members informed. There are no secrets or 
activities we don't want to share, but communicating isn't always 
the best.

Remember, let  a board member know if you have any ideas on 
how to improve our club or if you have any thoughts on how to 
make a good thing better.

Bill Baker 
MMAW President

The MMAW April Membership  Meeting 
will be held at the Visual Arts Center 
(VAC) in the lower level of the 
Paramount Theatre, Downtown St. 
Cloud.
The meeting starts at 9:30 AM. 
This month Denny Myers will present 
on finishing turnings. The challenge 
will be an egg. Please bring any eggs 
or other creations you would like to 
share with the membership.

From the President
May 12th Membership Meeting

Go to AAW Site

http://turnonchicago.com
http://turnonchicago.com
http://woodturner.org/
http://woodturner.org/
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Meeting Notes from the April 14th Membership Meeting
submitted by William Langen, MMAW Secretary

1. Attendance: The MMAW welcomed 2 new members and a visitor to our meeting.

2. Announcements: The Chapter has received a check for $510 for its work at the June 
2011 AAW Annual Convention; a tour of the future meeting area for the Central MN 
Woodworkers Association in the basement of the Paramount follows the meeting. 
Wednesday, April 17 CMWA meeting will include a presentation by Rollie Johnson on 
bandsaw set up.

3. Show and Tell:
     John Caye brought a natural edge, maple burl bowl. John Huseth displayed two segmented bowls. Alan 
Sias showed three bowls, two from box elder but with different finishes. Victor Gervais displayed two pens. 
Lenny Merdan showed his large segmented vessel containing 274 pieces. Wayne Winkelman and his son, 
Thomas, brought in three fish whackers.

4. Egg Challenge:
     Five members rose to the challenge and showed off their eggs. Larry Sampson showed an egg; Albert 
Keppers turned two eggs; Les Sova displayed two, one painted and one unpainted as well as a toothpick 
holder from eucalyptus burl; Byron John did a time lapse entry with an egg he turned last year and one he 
turned for this year's challenge; Bill Baker got carried away and turned four eggs, two dyed and two plain.

5. Gary Mrozek Demo on Egg design and turning
     Gary discussed the connection between the Golden Ratio and the proportions of an egg.  He then showed 
how to draw an egg with these proportions using a rule and compass. He went on to describe and then 
demonstrate the construction and use of a template and a jam chuck for the actual turning. After turning his 
egg, Gary reported on a Trent Bosch workshop he had attended. He displayed a Bosch Carving Stand that 
can be mounted in the tool rest fixture of the lathe.

6. There were a five prizes for the drawing this month with the grand prize of the aforementioned Bosch 
Carving Stand which Gary most kindly donated. Thomas Winkelman won twice, Roxanne Wyatt and Eddie 
Och also had winning numbers and the stand went to Earl Pilloud, who immediately put it up for the highest 
bidder with the proceeds going to the Chapter treasury.  It was a striking example of generosity and support 
for the club.

A Fun Way to Spend A Saturday - Attending 
the American Craft Council Show 

by Nadine Nelson
On Saturday, April 21,2012 I decided to travel to River 
Center in St. Paul and attend the Art Show/Sale sponsored 
by the American Craft Council. I had never attended and 
have always heard good things about  the show. I spent 
about 5 hours visiting many of the 250 plus artistʼs booths. 
A simply amazing, beautiful display of art for sale by artists 
from all over the United States. All mediums were 
represented and included jewelry made of different 
materials,  paintings, ceramics, wood, glass, fiber, metal, 
and the list goes on.
The woodturners were friendly and willing to share 
information about  how they were turning and finishing their 
creations.  The woodworkers were well represented too. 
The furniture included some amazing clocks. They were 
pure beauty and exemplified what “near perfect” 
workmanship means.

There were also demonstrations that could be attended by 
those viewing the artwork.  Glass and pot  throwing were a 
couple that I watched. I found them informative and worth 
my time (plus it gave me a chance to sit and rest!).
Would I  go again? In a second. Consider attending next 
year, it is a great way to spend a day viewing some 
beautiful art, visiting with the artists,  and purchasing some 
original work. Expect top quality creations. Expect the 
unusual. Expect unique. Expect beautiful creations.

Hollow Form by  Gordon 
Browning    Viola, WI

Gordon uses E l l swor th 
hollowing tools to create his 
vessels. Most of his creations 
are fairly large. Here’s a link 
to his website. I was so 
impressed with Gordon’s 
creations, I purchased one.

http://www.gordonbrowning.com/
http://www.gordonbrowning.com/
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No notes submitted for the April Board of Directors’ 
meeting.

Notes from the MMAW Board of Directors

Interested In Traveling to the 2012 AAW Symposium?
AAW has been conducting annual woodturning symposia since 1987. The upcoming 
26th Annual AAW symposium, will be held in San Jose, California Friday June 08 
through Sunday June 10, 2012, at the San Jose Convention & Cultural Facilities.
Here is  a summary of anticipated costs:  AAW member admission is $250, Hotel 
(attached to the convention center) is $129 X 4 nights = $516, Non-stop Airfare 
is $430 for a total of $1,200. 
For more information related to where to stay, what to do in San Jose or the 2012 symposium visit 
the AAW website: www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2012/. Contact Gary Mrozek if you are thinking 
about traveling to San Jose for the symposium.

Don’t forget if you have an item 
for sa l e or t rade , you may 
advertise it in ‘Shavings’. Send 
your ad to B i l l Baker a t 
baker@cloudnet.com 
or Nadine Nelson at 
nnelson12553@gmail.com .

Upcoming Classes at Woodcraft
Visit the Woodcraft site to see the 
classes they will be offering for May 
and June. Click here to see their 
offerings.

Financial Report by Lyle Knopp, 
MMAW Treasurer
Starting balance    $1106.53     
Debits           $56.26
Credits                   $819.46
Current balance     $1869.73

MMAW Board of Directors
Bill Baker – President
Jay Eggebrecht– Vice President

 Bill Langen – Secretary
 Lyle Knopp- Treasurer

Gary Mrozek – Past President
Albert Keppers – Member at large
John Caye – Member at large

 

Art from the 2012 American Craft 
Council Show
Some wood creations, left to right.

Furniture  by Joe Nichols
Hollow Turnings by Gordon Browning
Cherry Wall Clock by James Borden

Think 
Spring

http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2012/
http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2012/
mailto:baker@cloudnet.com
mailto:baker@cloudnet.com
mailto:nnelson12553@gmail.com
mailto:nnelson12553@gmail.com
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=306&page=classes
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=306&page=classes
http:/www.gordonbrowning.com/
http:/www.gordonbrowning.com/
http://www.timeshapes.com/
http://www.timeshapes.com/
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Thank you to Gary Mrozek- our April Presenter

Turning 
an egg  
shape

“Egg Creations” Shared by Our Membership
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MMAW Membersʼ Work

More Sharing - Mounting and 
Carving on the Lathe 

by Gary Mrozek
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The Beauty of 
Spalted Wood 

“Shavings” is a publication of the Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners, PO Box 227, Sartell, MN 56377


