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Happy February! I think 
that the cold has passed and 
we should, according the 
ground hog, have an early 
spring. 

I apologize for not being 
there last month to see Lyle’s demonstration on 
turning scoops, but I didn’t think going out when I 
had pneumonia AND influenza at the same time 
was a good idea. I look forward to seeing what 
kind of scoops get brought in for challenge 
projects.  

With my illness I haven’t been able to turn a dang 
thing. I couldn’t even go out in my garage until 
yesterday. That brings me to a couple of thoughts 
that I have had over the last several weeks. First, 
we need to look out for one another. Years ago as 
a Boy Scout, then as a Scout leader, I have always 
practiced the buddy system. Now, I am not saying 
that we need to turn with a buddy, but we do 
need to watch out for each other. If you know of 
someone who is alone and you haven’t heard from 
him or her in a while, give ‘em a ring. Call them 
up and ask how they are doing. 

Second, and probably more importantly, we have 
to make sure that we are being safe. I know that 
we are all being careful when it comes to face 
shields, and all that. I was told that with this 
pneumonia diagnosis I also have been diagnosed 
with “intrinsic asthma.” I had to look that up. 
Basically, by my read, it is asthma that can be 
brought on by just about anything. Dust is high on 
the list. I will have to tell my doctor what my 
hobby is and work at getting good dust protection 
in the form of a mask as well as a filtration system. 
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February 9, 2013 
 Membership Meeting 

From the President…Alan Sias 
 
 

Alan Sias 
 

Paramount Theater and Visual 
Arts Center—St. Cloud, MN 

Chapter Meeting  
Challange project: A Scoop  
Demonstration: A lidded box 
The February 9th Chapter 
meeting will be in the 
Paramount Visual Arts Center 
in downtown St. Cloud.  

Doors open at 9:00AM with a 
social at 9:30AM. The meeting 
begins at 10:00AM. As always, 
please bring “show and tell” 
wood-turned treasures to share 
with the group. Of special 
interest this month will be the 
scoops people turned for 
February’s challenge project. 

The meeting will conclude 
with a demonstration on how 
to turn a lidded box. 

That’s the scoop for this 
month. See you on February 
9th. 

New members, friends, and 
guests are always welcome! 
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1. Challenge/Show and Tell 
  >Bud Becker made a black walnut hat. He found the turning relatively easy but the bending was difficult. 
  >Bill Larson showed the fragments of a bowl, which exploded, on his lathe. He admonished all turners to wear 
proper eye and head protection. 
  > John Huseth displayed a burial urn and a coffee holder. 
> Jim Preusser showed us a maple burl plate, a birds eye maple lidded vessel and a pistachio bowl. 
  >Lenny Merdan brought a quilted maple bowl, wooden flowers in a vase, a toy tractor and trailer and a lignum 
letter opener. We were all reassured to hear that he had not completed all these items since the last meeting. 
  >Les Sova showed his cibil bowl. 
  >Albert Keppers brought a walnut letter opener. 
  >Wayne Winkelman displayed his letter opener with a Brazilian walnut handle and a pen from Peruvian 
rosewood. 
  >Mike Gamadis showed his second woodturning project, a maple bowl. 
  >Victor Gervais brought two bracelets of box elder and box elder burl mounted on stainless steel and described 
the materials and technique he used. 
  >Gerry Wervey brought a spalted maple winged bowl he had dyed yellow and a butternut burl natural edge 
bowl. 
  
2. Gary Mrozek reported on plans for the Train the Trainer program in which members interested in teaching a 
class may take a workshop in which they develop their skills. Gary will offer two of these workshops, the first of 
these the evenings of January 28 and 29 will focus on segmented turning while the second will deal with two piece 
hollow forms from 10 A.M. to 3:30-4:00 February 20. Cost for members is $25. He will also do a class on 
woodturning basics on February 23, 10-3:00. Other Train the Trainer courses include  pen making taught by 
Nadine Nelson, finishing run by Denny Myers, basic bowl turning by Lyle Knopp, top making by Gerry Wervey 
and natural edge bowls by John Caye. These workshops have open dates and the presenters hope all interested 
will get in touch with them. 
 
3. Announcements:  
   >Roxanne Wyatt has volunteered to be librarian. 
   > Albert Keppers brought a box load of roughed out bowls for Empty Bowls. 
   > Bob Kmitch donated some butternut. 
   >Lyle Knopp distributed a bio questionnaire for the new member photo list/directory. 
   >Gary Mrozek will be participating in a training session to prepare instructors of sight-impaired individuals to 
do woodturning. The training takes place in the Twin Cities on February 21,22, 23. He welcomes anyone who 
would like to accompany him to this training. 
   >Gerry Wervey described his concept of a team project. Team leaders would select members to work with them 
on a project. After discussion it was decided that we should start to set this up in September. 
 
4. Demo: Lyle Knopp demonstrated the tools and techniques he uses to make a scoop. Next month's challenge is to 
make a scoop. 
 
5. 50/50 Drawing: Guy Schafer won $12 and Lenny Merdan won a set of pliers.  
      
      

 Minutes of the January 12, 2013 MMAW Meeting 
Submitted by William Langen, MMAW Secretary 
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From the Dust… 
Members’ Projects on Display  
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       President (continued from p. 1) 

Treasury Report 
Submitted by MMAW Treasurer 

Lyle Knopp  

Previous balance $ 2032.76 

Income 98.00 

Expenses 62.42 

New balance 2068.34 

 

 

I guess what I am saying is, 
let’s all be careful and check 
to make sure our buddies are 
also being careful.  

I would like to turn this 
hobby into a lifetime thing – 
pun intended. I do look 
forward to working with all 
of you for some time and 
hope that you enjoy turning 
and teaching others to turn as 
much as I enjoy learning 
about it. 

See you at the club meeting 
on the February 9! 

 

 

Library Fund: $14.00 

MMAW Board Minutes of Jan.8, 2013 
Submitted by William Langen MMAW Secretary 
 
I. Gary Mrozek reported on a number of projects he is pursuing 
for the Chapter. 
    a. Gary has been exploring the possibility of bringing Jimmy 
Clewes to the Paramount for a 2-4 hour workshop in 2014.  The 
Paramount would subsidize the event, handle tickets, provide 
lighting and sound and the wood clubs would have to provide 
volunteer staff for stage help and ushering and also camera 
equipment.  
    b. The Paramount will allow MMAW members to use the 
woodturning studio during normal business hours for a fee of 
$20 for up to 4 hours use. The MMAW will have to provide a 
qualified monitor to collect and pay the fee, get the key for the 
studio, assure the safety of all participants, clean and secure the 
room and  return the key. 
    c. Gary is working on several projects to teach woodturning to 
handicapped persons. These include the seeing impaired and 
sedentary persons. Alan Sias is working on bringing veterans 
into woodturning. 
    d. There is a "One Tree" program in the planning stage. Artists 
of all mediums would be invited to take a section of a tree that 
must be cut down. They would then make objects which would 
be assembled in a public art display.  
    e. The Paramount will host woodturning classes. So far 
Nadine Nelson is scheduled for a pen turning class in March 
Gary Mrozek will teach a Woodturning Fundamentals class in 
April. 
     
Board continued on page 5 
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Board (continued from page 4) 

f. The Paramount will host a Train the Trainer program in which instructors will teach techniques to members who 
may want to teach a course in the future. 
 g. The Paramount has applied for  an EOG of $1,500 for various equipment, tools and supplies. 
 
2. Financial Report: the balance stands at $2032.36. 
 
3. Phone and contact list: The Chapter will have a new member list. Lyle will make up a bio questionnaire, Alan 
Sias will handle the photos and Gary Mrozek will take care of the printing. 
 
4. Empty Bowls. Tom Markman reported that the rough out  event was a huge success with a total of about 100 
bowls to this point, not counting bowls that individual members have roughed out on their won. The event will 
take place on March 24, noon to 4:00 at Calvary Community Church. There was discussion of what to do with the 
bowls not sold at the event. 
 
5. Gerry Wervey will solicit members to work on demos and challenges. 
 
6. Roxanne Wyatt will take over managing the library. 
 
7. The Wood Expo is March 30. Jerry Wervey reported on his meeting with the CMWA to discuss collaboration, 

 
Basically Bowls by Lyle Knopp  

MMAW’s Train the Trainer program included the January 23rd 
session, Basically Bowls. 
 
Lyle Knopp led MMAW members Cathy Schellinger, Glen Joplin, 
Jim Brodd and Michael Demeulus (not pictured) through the initial 
steps involved in turning a bowl.   
 
The two-hour class focused on the essentials of bowl making. Lyle 
demonstrated how to attach a faceplate to a band-sawed bowl blank 
cut from a half log and techniques for roughing and shaping the 
bowl. 
 
Everyone had an opportunity to practice these techniques while  
making a bowl they could take home, dry and finish at a later date. 
Dare we say, it was a super, bowl Wednesday? 
 
This class will be repeated on February 12th. Check the MMAW 
website for possible openings. MMAW members have an 
opportunity to participate at a fraction of the cost of future class 
offerings. The program will run through March 30th, 2013. 
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Pieces from 
Gary Mrozek’s 
Segmented 
Bowl Session 

Three lathes a turning… 

Byron John easily manages a sticky 
situation. 

Bill Langen’s 
version of the 
bench 
press...flattening 
the ring. 

Albert Kepper cuts like a knife—on the table saw--then applies 
double-stick tape to the segments. 



The Accessible Lathe Project – Woodturning for the Seeing Impaired      
By Gary Mrozek 

In October of 2012 I was invited to assist the American 

Association of Woodturners (AAW) with a project called 

“The Accessible Lathe”.  The project was led by Linda 

Ferber, Program Director for the AAW, with a grant 

from Very Special Artists – Minnesota 

www.vsaartsmn.org .  A team of Linda Ferber, Dennis 

DeVendra www.blindwoodturner.com , Jim Sannerud 

www.jsannerud.com  , Bruce Arones and myself met in 

Jim’s studio in St. Paul in late October 2012 and again in 

January 2013. In October we developed the hands-on 

program to compliment the documentation that Dennis 

had already drafted.  A videographer recorded footage 

of Dennis at the lathe.  This footage is being edited into 

a training DVD to provide the sighted mentor with help-

ful tips to make the wood lathe Accessible to a seeing 

impaired individual. In January we again met in Jim’s 

studio and were joined by four eager seeing impaired 

students from the metro area. Dennis shared his experi-

ence of being a blind woodturner and the challenges of 

finding someone willing to mentor him. With little or no 

resources at his disposal, Dennis developed his own 

techniques to turn by touch.  Dennis has been wood- 

turning for about 7 years and has 10 fingers to show it can be done safely.  After a safety briefing, Dennis 

demonstrated the basics of coves and beads while the students were encouraged to touch the spinning wood 

and feel the shape develop.  

Next Jim explained the tools and the terms of the 

lathe components. The students were paired-up 

with a member from our team. We began by turn-

ing a square block round using a spindle roughing 

gauge. Once round the student proceeded to form 

a long sloping cove. After lunch the mentors 

helped a different student then they previously 

had. This gave the students an opportunity to ex-

perience different mentoring styles.  The next tool 

introduced was  the parting tool and the detail 

gauge.    

 

http://www.vsaartsmn.org
http://www.blindwoodturner.com
http://www.jsannerud.com


The students were paired-up with a member from our 

team. We began by turning a square block round using a 

spindle roughing gauge. Once round the student proceed-

ed to form a long sloping cove. After lunch the mentors 

helped a different student then they previously had. This 

gave the students an opportunity to experience different 

mentoring styles. The next tool introduced was the part-

ing tool and the detail gauge.   On day two, the students 

were encouraged to practice basic beads and coves and 

implement them into the making of a spurtle (a traditional 

porridge stirring stick from Scotland). We had examples of 

spurtles that the students could examine as they proceed-

ed to create their own design on the lathe. During the af-

ternoon of the second day, the students were encouraged 

to practice all the techniques while making whatever their 

hearts desired. We had honey dippers, bowling pins, base-

ball bats and bud vases.  For me, the experience of putting 

concepts and theory into practice with our willing stu-

dents was a rewarding and educational experience. I was 

also grateful to the candid round table discussion we had 

during our breaks and the final debriefing. It gave me a 

greater respect of those that society labels as disabled.  

 

These students were truly ready, willing and able to 

accept the challenge of participating in a craft that 

most people believed to be impossible for a visually 

challenged individual.   Through the knowledge and 

the confidence I’ve gained from this experience, I 

hope to work with the Paramount Visual Arts Cen-

ter and the Mid Minnesota Association of Wood-

truners to bring Woodturning for the Blind to the 

St. Cloud area.   
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