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 From the President… 
 Happy April, everyone! Spring was supposed to 

be here, but must be having difficulty finding us.  

The Wood Expo was a 
success, I think, and we 
should all be ready to make 
some shavings. The last time 
I heard a count of attendees 
at the Wood Expo was at 
10:30 AM and I was told that 

we had gone beyond last year’s attendance by 
that time! Great job, guys! 

We announced last month that the Paramount 
has a new gallery opening across the street and 
they would like to have an exhibit of some of our 
work. We are working with them to determine a 
time, a theme, and a way to pick some of the 
work to do this. Watch for more to come. 

We received a letter from the Empty Bowls 
people who were expressing their appreciation 
for the bowls again. This year was difficult, what 
with changing of the way it was handled on 
their end, the date of the event, and everything 
else. I want to give a HUGE thank you to Tom 
Markman for his work again this year. He did a 
fantastic job of dealing with all of those issues. 
Tom has been doing this now for several years 
and is ready to step down. That means that we 
need someone to step up to fill his shoes. Tom 
has said that he is willing to be a resource and 
help train the new person, but there really needs 
to be a new person. That leads me to my next 
thought… 

 (President, continued on p. 5) 
 

April 13 Membership Meeting 

 

Paramount Theater and Visual 
Arts Center—St. Cloud, MN 

Our next membership 
meeting will be on April 13 
in the Paramount Studio. 
The challenge project for 
this month is to try your 
hand at multi-axis turning.  
 
Also, there will be much to 
discuss and share about the 
Wood Expo and upcoming 
events.  
 
The doors to the studio will 
open at 9:00 a.m. Social 
hour continues until the 
monthly meeting begins at 
10:00 a.m. 
 
See you at the Paramount. 
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Visitors: 
Nate Trites 
Nick Coleman 
1. Announcements: 
>Denny Myer Update on the Wood Expo- of the 46 booths capacity 26 have been filled and the Expo Committee 
would be most happy to fill even more. Volunteers from the three wood groups- the Central Minnesota 
Woodworkers, the Mid-Minnesota Association of Woodturners and the Wood Carvers- will be spread around the 
floor. We need more display items for the roped off display area. Mike Hunter will have a booth with a lathe and 
will be demonstrating his tools. Woodcraft will have a booth and will bring up any items members order free of 
shipping charge and with the member discount applied. 
>The Paramount needs a display cabinet for glass art objects.  If the wood groups make a cabinet, the Paramount 
will provided a storage area for out tools. 
>Members who had not yet had their pictures taken for the member list were invited to stay after the meeting to 
have a picture taken. 
>Tom Markman thanked members for their contributions to the Empty Bowls event to take place on March 24, 12-
4:00 at Calvary Community Church. 
>There will be an Art Crawl Friday, March 15. Paramount member groups are strongly encouraged to participate. 
>A Class on Tops lead by Jerry Wervey will be held March 16 at the Paramount. 
2. Show and Tell 
>Gary Mrozek brought in a two piece hollow form. 
>Jim Preusser also brought a two piece hollow form plus a buckeye burl platter, and a  padauk plate. 
>Les Sova showed cebil bowls. 
>Vic Gervais displayed a spalted maple lidded box and a hackberry bracelet. 
>Lenny Merdan showed us his impressively detailed model tractor. 
>Eddie Och showed us a bowl gouge that Dick Beumer made for him and a bowl made of wood rescued from the 
Woodcraft dumpster. 
>Bill Baker brought two turned eggs one of which was dyed and a bowl. 
> Albert Keppers  displayed a walnut egg with a knob on top to facilitate opening. He also had segmented bowls 
made of maple. 
>John Caye brought a pinion pine bowl and a natural edge boxelder bowl. 
>Brad Knowles turned a cherry waste paper basket. 
>Mike Gamadis displayed his third ever project, a persimmon goblet. 
 
3. Demo Bud Becker showed us a collection of hats that he had turned from a variety of woods.  He said that he 
starts with a chuck of wood 17”-19” in diameter cut at least 1 ½” from the pith. Balance is a challenge in hat 
turning. He insists that sharp tools are essential. To arrive at the extremely thin walls of his hats he uses a light 
shone on the interior to judge thickness. 
 
4. 50/50 Drawing:  Dick Lundstrom was the grand winner of $22. 
 

Minutes from the March 9, 2013 Membership Meeting 
Submitted by MMAW Secretary Bill Langen 
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From the Dust… 
Members’ Projects on Display  
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From the Dust… 
Members’ Projects on Display  
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President (continued from p. 1) 

Treasury Report 
Submitted by MMAW Treasurer 

Lyle Knopp 

 

Income 83.32 

Expenses 71.80 

New balance $2011.10 

 

We have need of others to step up in other areas. There is a phenomenon that is 
called the “Doctrine of the Same 12.” This refers to the same 12 people doing the 
work whether it is a church group, a work group, a volunteer organization, or a 
wood turning club. I am not trying to make anyone feel guilty (well, ok, maybe a 
little), rather, just call your attention to the fact that we need others to step up, out 
of the comfort zone possibly, and help out. We have the library, board, 
demonstrations, setting up, taking down, Teen Night, and many other ways that 
others can help. Please take the time to get involved. This is OUR club. If you 
aren’t sure how you can help, ask. There is always something that could be done. I 
asked – look what it got you!  

Now, I am done preaching. I plan on getting out in my shop this afternoon – as 
soon as my wife says that I am done doing what she needs me to do! Have a great 
day, and see you on the 13th! 

 

Library Fund: $83.02 
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Empty Bowls 2013 
by Pastor Carol 
 

Empty Bowls 2013 
 

Greetings to all the Mid-Minnesota Association of Woodturners!  I am Pastor 
Carol, my husband and I founded Place of Hope over 15 years ago.   

Wow, what an event we had on Sunday, March 24th. We served close to 1000 people 
for a most delightful, fun-filled day!   The beautiful hand-crafted wood bowls were 
absolutely beautiful.  We used some of them as give-away bowls, others as Silent 
Auction Bowls and then had a few that we put with some of our Ceramic bowls to 
just sell to our guests who came.  At this time, it looks like we brought in about 
$11,000! This is a great amount for our ministry! That number does not include our 
Silent Auction money raised. People are picking up their items this week and we 
will have a total by the end of next week! It was so much fun and such a blessing to 
Place of Hope.  We could not have had such a great day without all of the generous 
Wood Turners who gave us those beautiful bowls. Please accept our gratitude for 
your generosity! 
 
We had so many people ask about the bowls and where they came from, we were 
glad to tell them about your organization and that you generously donated them. A 
great idea would be to have some of your Wood Turners come to Empty Bowls and 
do a demonstration for those attending.  We had a couple people ask about that, 
they would love to see someone at "work”. 
 
Next year's event will be held on Sunday, March 30th, 2014.  
 

Thanks again, 
Pastor Carol 
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Train the Trainer 
by Gary Mrozek 
 
The MMAW completed our “Train the Trainer” program on March 16th. The 
objectives of the program were to provide members who have interests in sharing 
their skills as an instructor, the opportunity to develop the curriculum and their 
teaching skills. It gave the club and the Paramount the hands-on experience to see 
how the classroom, tools and equipment performed. Most of all, it gave you, the 
club members, an opportunity to participate as a student!   Altogether, there were 
13 classes taught by 6 instructors with 62 students participating in 51 hours of 
classroom time! Not a bad first start. You’re encouraged to let your voice be heard 
on class topics that you would like to see offered.  If you didn’t participate as an 
instructor and would like more information, please contact Gary at 
gary@treesremembered.com at any time. The MMAW hopes to offer future public 
classes throughout the year through the Paramount Visual Arts Center.  This is our 
opportunity to give back to the Paramount for hosting our monthly meetings. It 
also fulfills our mission statement: Providing an environment of interest and 
activities dedicated to the enjoyment of wood turning activities and to promote 
woodturning to the local community through education and charitable events. 

 

 

 

 


