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Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners’ 
‘Shavings’

Providing an environment of interest and activities dedicated to the enjoyment of wood turning activities 
and to promote woodturning to the local community through education and charitable events.

     It was just 4 years ago when I 
approached the CMWA about setting up 
a booth at their Wood Expo. My goal 
was to see what kind of community 
interest there was in starting a 
Woodturners club. I printed up posters, 
handouts and a map to my house where I 
had scheduled our first meeting. There 
were several turned items displayed from 
my collection. The interaction this booth 

generated was encouraging to say the least. 

     Fast forward 4 short years and its time once again for the 
CMWA Wood Expo. The Woodturners have been represented at 
the Expo each of the last 4 years but this will prove to be the best  
one yet! The reason, I believe, is the involvement of the majority 
of our membership. Jay Eggebrecht, John Skalla and Tom 
Markman have put together a program to allow the public an up 
close and personal observation of woodturning in action. We’ll 
have giveaways and a sale of the many bowls and turned items 
you, the members, have donated. 

     Part of our mission statement is “to promote woodturning to 
the local community through education and charitable 
events”. I’m excited about the planned sale at the Expo. This 
will have multiple benefits. It promotes woodturning to the

See President Page 2

T h e M M A W F e b r u a r y 
Membership Meeting was held 
at the Visual Arts Center in the 
lower level of the Paramount 
Theatre, Downtown St. Cloud. 
Attendance was excel lent. 
Comments have been positive 
related to our new meeting place 
location.
It is exciting to finally  have a 
permanent home that is in a 
c o n v e n i e n t l o c a t i o n w i t h 
adequate near by  parking and 
meets our space requirements.

From the President Membership Meetings 
Moved

     Remember to Use Our Suggestion Box
     Let us know what types of demonstrations you would like to see. Put your questions or suggestions in the box at our next                 
     meeting or email them to Gary at gmrozek@charter.net  Any question(s) received will be addressed at the next meeting.

mailto:gmrozek@charter.net
mailto:gmrozek@charter.net
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From Page One  President
community, supports a 
worthy charitable cause with 
donations to Empty Bowls 
and provides the club with 
funds to begin purchasing 
our own equipment. We have 
a tremendous opportunity to 
work with the Paramount 
Visual Arts Center’s Open 
Studio & Teen Night every 
Thursday from 6-9pm. It’s a 
great way for the community 
to experiment with a variety 
of mediums. They have 
mentors in their ceramics, 
handbuilding, painting & 
drawing and fused glass 
studios to offer hints and tips 
on your area of interest. All 
materials are included in 
ceramics (clay, glazes & 
firing), painting & drawing 
(paints, brushes, paper, 
pencils). Fused Glass artists 
are asked to pay $1.00 per 
pendant they make to help 
offset the glass expenses. No 
registration required. Adults 
(20+) $8.00 Youth (19 and 
under) $3.00.  As our lathes 
and support equipment are 
acquired, wood turning will 
be added as a new medium 
on Thursdays. Just think, our 
chapter could influence the 
future David Ellsworth’s, 
Richard Raffan’s or Jim 
Clewes’ right here in mid 
Minnesota.

Gary

Mentors
Dick Beumer – 8:00AM to 4:30PM daily (320) 251-7013

John Caye – Flexible (320) 253-2875

Gary Mrozek – Evenings 6:00PM to 9:00PM (320) 252-2764 

Let’s keep our mentor list growing, volunteer today.

Filler Needed
As “Shavings”, our newsletter is 
laid out each month, there are 
spaces that need “filler”. Please 
e-mail pictures of  your creations 
or “news briefs” related to 
woodturning to one of the 
following addresses at the end of 
this article. E-mailing a picture or 
item of  interest means you are 
giving your permission for its use 
in our newsletter only. It will not 
be given to other sources for 
u s e , b u t i f o t h e r s “ h e l p 
themselves” from our website, 
the MMAW cannot be held 
responsible.

This month’s “fillers”, if  not 
labe led, are f rom George 
Watkins, a UK woodturner 
specializing in hollow  vessels. 
See his work featured in this 
n e w s l e t t e r a n d m o r e a t : 
www.fromthetree.co.uk/.

Please send photos or other 
information for the newsletter to:
gmrozek@charter.net 
or 
nnelson1953@clearwire.net

The newsletter is a collaborative 
effort of all MMAW members. 
Thanks for your contributions in 
advance.

http://www.fromthetree.co.uk
http://www.fromthetree.co.uk
mailto:gmrozek@charter.net
mailto:gmrozek@charter.net
mailto:nnelson1953@clearwire.net
mailto:nnelson1953@clearwire.net
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Meeting Notes from February 
 submitted by Bill Langen, MMAW Secretary

Mid-Minnesota Association of Woodturners
Monthly Meeting, February 12. 2011

Heather Allen of the Paramount staff welcomed the MMAW to its first meeting in its new home 
in the Paramount Visual Arts Center. Twenty-seven were in attendance including our guest, 
Cathy Schellinger and our newest member Bob Kmitch.   

Gary Mrozek conducted a demonstration of the basics of bowl finishing. Starting with a rough 
turned seasoned blank, Gary used the Bedan tool to reestablish the center and true the tenon. 
Then with the tenon in the jaws, he trued the bottom. At this point he switched to the bowl 
gouge to true the edge in segments. Next comes the exterior shape. It is a bad habit easily 
learned by all of us when we begin turning, to focus on the tip of the tool as it cuts. Gary 
recommends the advise of many professional instructors of focusing above the spinning piece 
when shaping the outside of your bowl. This gives a much truer picture of the profile and the 
surface conditions. Once you're satisfied with the exterior shape, begin truing and thinning the 
interior to match the exterior profile. On the inside of the bowl, focus on the bowl surface 
opposite the tool/tool rest. Eyes focused on the cutting surface is a hard habit to break but is 
worth the effort. Begin with the flute of the gouge held in the "closed position", that is, with the 
flute perpendicular to the rest. As you begin your cutting path, rotate the flute 
counterclockwise “opening the flute” to achieve a more aggressive cut. The throttle of a 
motorcycle is often used to teach this technique. The more throttle you give, the more 
aggressive a cut you get. If using the fingernail profile gouge, you can cut from edge to center 
or vice versa. When you reach the desired thickness, you will be left with a nubbin at the 
bottom of the bowl. We’ve all been there. We keep tooling away at the nubbin until we no 
longer have a bowl, but a funnel. To quote Bill Grumbine, “That’s what sand paper is for.” 
Others prefer a scraper. What ever works for you is the right way to do it.

Gary uses a power sander, a right angled drill fitted with a hook and lop disk for fine tuning and 
finishing. He goes from coarse to fine grit reversing the direction of rotation on his lathe to 
avoid leaving tiny grooves. Gary and Lyle Knopp have been collaborating on the use of high 
speed sanding. This takes the leap from 750 rpm to 10,000 to as much as 30,000 rpm.  It 
works great, cuts quick (often too quick) but creates clouds of dust difficult to control. Always 
take precautions when exposed to airborne dust. Wear a high quality dust mask in combination 
with collection and filtration devises. 

With the bowl largely completed, it's time to finish the base by removing the tenon and turning 
to a concave shape. Take the tenon from the jaws and center it in the tailstock. The interior of 
the bowl is brought flush against the jaws surface, essentially using the 4-jaw chuck as a jam 
chuck. Paper towels or packaging foam sheeting can be used to prevent marking. With the 
fingernail gouge working from the center outward, hollow the tenon to the desired shape and 
remove the nubbin with the Bedan tool or a chisel off the lathe.
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Creation by Alby Hall, world 
renowned New Zealand woodturner

Bowls Still Needed
The MMAW committed 
to donating 100 wood 
bowls for the Empty 
Bowls event that is coming up. We are still short 
of our 100 bowl commitment. Please take some 
time and turn a bowl or two for this worthy 
community event.
Also needed are some “high end” bowls for the 
silent auction that is held during this event. If you 
would like to donate a bowl for the silent auction, 
please label it “auction”. The 2011 event will be 
held at the Calvary  Community  Church in St. 
Cloud, MN, on Sunday, March 20th, 2011 
from10AM-6PM. Proceeds from the event benefit 
Luthern Social Services and Place of Hope.

Last yearʼs contributions 

The 6th Annual 
CMWA Wood Expo and Sale
March 12th, 2011 Update

Our involvement in the CMWA Wood 
Expo and Sale on March 12th at the St. 
Cloud Armory will serve as our March 
MMAW meeting. 
April  meeting will be at the Paramount. 
Bring a challenge project, a turned Easter 
egg to the April meeting.

A Note on Safety
There are as many different ways to turn as there are 
turners. The MMAW does not endorse any particular 
method as the “best and only way” to complete a specific 
turning task and will strive to offer different alternatives. 
You should always choose the method that feels 
comfortable for you, the one that works for you and the 
one that is safe.
Spring Art Crawl at the Paramount on March 18
See the Special Events page on our website for more 
information related to our putting on a demo.

A.spindle gouge      C. superflute bowl gouge
B.detail gouge         D. roughing gouge

Answers to Tool ID page 9

Financial Report by Bill Larson, 
MMAW Treasurer
       
Starting balance    $804.64     
Debits    + $118.59
Credits              -   $50.57
Current balance    $872.66 
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No February Directors’ 
Meeting
The next MMAW Board 
Meeting will be on March 21 at 
7:00 PM. The meeting will be 
at Bill & Alice Larson’s home at 
3032 Crescent Ridge Trail, St. Cloud.
All members are welcome to attend the meeting 
and observe your Board of Directors at work.

Check Out Our Website
Don’t forget we have a new website up 
and running. Check it out at  
www.midmnwoodturners.org/ 

New Check-out System
Our library materials on turning has a 
new checkout system with a card that 
gets signed and kept until the materials 
are returned.
March is Amnesty Month, please return 
all materials at our April meeting. If not 
returned we are asking a $1 voluntary 
monthly fine be paid until returned.
We are trying to update the library and 
need all materials turned in to do this.
Thank you for your cooperation. Our 
goal is to provide quality resources for 
all of us to use and a system of tracking 
each item so it is returned promptly and 
available for others.

MMAW members and guest looking over creations for 
the “spinning” challenge

April Challenge Project

Back by popular demand, our 
April Challenge project will be 
Easter Eggs.  A $10 Craft 
Supplies USA gift certificate will 
be awarded to four of the individuals who 
participate in the challenge.

Notes from the MMAW Board of Directors

http://www.midmnwoodturners.org/
http://www.midmnwoodturners.org/
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MMAW  Members’ 
Classifieds
Items that are Wanted or 
For Sale /Trade
This space reserved for items 
that MMAW members may 
want or have for sale/trade.
 
All wanted or for sale/trade 
items should include a brief 
description, price (if for sale) 
and name of person listing and 
the i r “how to contact ” 
information.

Send to Gar y Mrozek a t 
gmrozek@char ter.net or 
Nadine Ne l son a t 
nnelson1953@clearwire.net . 

MMAW Board of Directors
Gary Mrozek – President
Bill Baker – Vice President

 Bill Langen – Secretary
 Bill Larson - Treasurer

Nadine Nelson – filling the Past                
President position
Albert Keppers – 1 year at large
John Caye – 2 year at large

Calendar

March 12, 2011
CMWA Wood Expo and Sale

April 9, 2011
MMAW Meeting - Jay Eggebrecht
demonstrating making a pepper mill

May 14, 2011 
Dick Beumer presentation on 4 jaw 
chucks and how to use safely

June 11, 2011 
Jay Eggebrecht demonstration 
making necklace medallions

July 2011 
Demo TBD, Review of bylaws and 
candidates for board positions

August 2011 
Demo TBD, Board member election 
and bylaw vote if needed

More information about the 
A A W o r t h e N a t i o n a l 
Symposium being held in St. 
Paul in June can be found at: 
http://www.woodturner.org/

Treadle Lathe
The treadle lathe has been 
reconditioned. The use of it 
will be a highlight of the 
Wood Expo on March 12 at 
the St. Cloud Armory. 

Interesting  and informative tid bits...
-there have been nearly 1600 visits to our new website through Feb. 12, most visits are to the gallery
-we have raised nearly enough money to buy a lathe
-at the March Wood Expo we will be making tops and giving them away
-the Paramount, in April, will have an Exposition with the theme of height, width, depth. Consider 
participating
-register for the AAW Symposium before May 15 and the cost for the three days is $250

mailto:gmrozek@charter.net
mailto:gmrozek@charter.net
mailto:nnelson1953@clearwire.net
mailto:nnelson1953@clearwire.net
http://www.woodturner.org
http://www.woodturner.org
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Pictures from the MMAW’s first meeting in its new home-the Paramount

Thanks to all who 
attended our first 
meeting in our new 
l o c a l e . N e x t 
m e e t i n g a t t h e 
Paramount will be 
April 9 at 10:00AM.
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Member Submitted 
Websites:
http://americanart.si.edu/
exhibitions/online/bresler/ 

http://matterofwoodwork.com/
gallery.html

http://
www.woodturningonline.com/
Turning/Turning_articles.html

“Shavings” is a publication of the Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners, PO Box 227, Sartell, MN 56377

Sharing between members at the February membership 
meeting

Match the name of the tool with 
its picture. Answers on page 5.
Roughing gouge    
Spindle gouge
Superflute bowl gouge 
Detail gouge

A

C

B

D

Reminder that May 15th is the deadline for early registration for the 
AAW Symposium being held in St. Paul on June 24-26, 2011. We have 
many members who are planning to attend. We are looking for a 
coordinator for the volunteer effort related to the symposium.

http://americanart.si.edu/exhibitions/online/bresler/
http://americanart.si.edu/exhibitions/online/bresler/
http://americanart.si.edu/exhibitions/online/bresler/
http://americanart.si.edu/exhibitions/online/bresler/
http://matterofwoodwork.com/gallery.html
http://matterofwoodwork.com/gallery.html
http://matterofwoodwork.com/gallery.html
http://matterofwoodwork.com/gallery.html
http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_articles.html
http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_articles.html
http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_articles.html
http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_articles.html
http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_articles.html
http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_articles.html

