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Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners 
‘Shavings’

Providing an environment of interest and activities dedicated to the enjoyment of wood turning activities 
and to promote woodturning to the local community through education and charitable events.

I hope everyone had a great holiday 
season and is enjoying the mild winter we 
are having. Time seems to be flying by so 
fast things just sneak up on me. The 
January meeting was well attended and I 
am continually impressed by the quality 
of work our members are putting out. We 
tried a different type of presentation in 

January with John Caye, Gary Mrozek and myself each doing a 
segment. The board is open to any type of demo so let us know 
what you would like to see or volunteer to do a demonstration. 
If I can blunder through a demonstration anyone can.

Tom Markman will be collecting bowls at the February meeting 
for the Empty Bowl project so be sure to bring yours along. The 
event is the 25th of March which will be here in no time.

I have been working with the woodworkers and wood carvers 
doing some ground work for the Wood Expo in March. Jay 
Eggebrecht has volunteered to head up the MMAW portion of 
the Expo and will be looking for help for the show. Please 
consider giving some time to help. I think this will be a great 
show with the three clubs being involved. The show is the 17th 
of March.

The February membership meeting will be a demonstration of 
hollow forming by Lyle Knopp. The challenge is something 
with a valentine theme. Get creative!

Keep turning and we'll see you at the February meeting.

Bill Baker 
MMAW President

The MMAW February Membership 
Meeting will be held at the Visual Arts 
Center (VAC) in the lower level of the 
Paramount Theatre, Downtown St. 
Cloud. 
The MMAW February meeting will 
feature Lyle Knopp  demonstrating 
hollow turning using a system similar 
to the Lyle Jamison Hollowing 
System. Meeting starts with coffee 
and visiting at 10 AM.
The Challenge Project will be a 
Valentine theme that incorporates 
turning. Please bring your creations 
to share with the membership.

From the President
Feb. 11th Membership Meeting

Go to AAW Site

http://woodturner.org/
http://woodturner.org/
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Types of Turning Tools
Over the next several issues of ʻShavingsʼ, turning 
tools will be discussed. The tool featured in part 4 of 
the series is the  spindle gouge.

To put some shape into a nice smooth piece of timber 
that is cylindrical or a “spindle”, you will use a spindle 
gouge. Primarily, the spindle gouge is used to turn 
‘coves’, or rounded grooves or scallops in the surface of 
the wood but can be used on the outside when turning 
bowls (never the inside of a bowl). Spindle gouges 
come in various sizes. 

These tools are of a semicircular cross-section with a 
shallow flute, the groove running the length of the blade, 
and can be ground at any angle between 30 degrees 
and 45 degrees depending on preference and turning 
style. Most turners grind their spindle gouges to what is 
colloquially termed a finger-nail shape (a rather well-
manicured lady’s fingernail) as this makes the tool more 
versatile in its use. In the picture below, you will note 
that the standard grinds show the flute set back a little 
from the bottom center of the flute, a characteristic of 
how gouges are ground. 

Financial Report by Lyle Knopp, 
MMAW Treasurer
Starting balance     $788.83     
Debits           $21.90
Credits                   $159.75
Current balance       $926.68

Chance to Win $50
Empty Bowls is scheduled for 
Sunday March 25, 2012 at the 
Calvary Community Church in St. 
Cloud from 12-6 
p m . D o n a t e d 
bowls should be 
brought to the 
F e b . 1 1 t h 
m e m b e r s h i p 
meeting. Each bowl donated 
entitles the turner a chance at 
winning a prize (4 bowls = 4 
chances). Prizes will be  given 
away in a drawing and include: 
$50, a pair  of tickets to the Empty 
Bowls Event, gift certificates, and 
an autographed photograph of 
Vikings’ player, Percy Harvin. The 
MMAW has pledged a donation of 
100 bowls, everyone’s  help is 
needed to meet our goal. 
Q u e s t i o n s ? C o n t a c t To m 
Markman, 320-356-9534 or email 
him at dekkt@earthlink.net .

Check out a new item in the 
MMAW Resource Library. The 
AAW’s 25th Anniversary - 
W o o d t u r n i n g T o d a y A 
Dynamic Evolution has been 
added to our library. A $28 
va lue . Thank you to the 
anonymous donor.

How many words in 
O N E “ S h a v i n g s ” 
newsletter? Pictures 
don’t count.
See page 10 for the 
answer.

mailto:dekkt@earthlink.net
mailto:dekkt@earthlink.net
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Meeting Notes For Membership Meetings
None submitted for Dec. 2011 or Jan. 2012

Notes from the MMAW Board of Directors    
submitted by Bill Langen, MMAW Secretary 

MMAW Board Meeting of January 23, 2012
1. Treasure's Report: The Treasurer submitted his report showing a current 
balance of $926.00.
2. Membership: The Treasurer submitted a current membership list showing 48 
paid members including three new members and 4 unpaid members.
3. Motion for Reimbursement: Bill Baker moved and Jay Eggebrecht seconded that the Board authorize 
$141.00 reimbursement for materials for the construction of a rack for the Chapter's library holdings.  Bill 
Larson has already made the rack.  Motion passed.
4. Chapter Brochure: Very few of the original brochures describing the Chapter remain.  After 
discussion, the Board agreed that the brochure was a valuable tool in promoting the Chapter and 
welcomed Nadine Nelson's offer to do the artwork on a new brochure.  The Board will get quotes on the 
cost of printing the updated brochure.
5. Display at Great River Regional Library: The Chapter has been invited to submit items showcasing 
our members' work at the library. A call will go out soliciting items to display.
6. Display Case at the Paramount: The Paramount has offered the Chapter space for a display case in 
the lower level. This is a high traffic area whenever the Paramount sponsors an event. The case would 
need to be roughly 6' X 48" X 18" and capable of being fitted with a lock and lighting. 
7. Membership Card: The Board discussed the need for a membership card and decided to solicit 
members' ideas for design.
8. Wood Expo Vendors Drawing: There was a discussion of what the Chapter might contribute to the 
drawing.  The discussion touched on the general issue of raffles, drawings, blind auctions, advertising in 
the newsletter and other ways to raise funds. The discussion will continue.
9. The Member Photo Directory:  Gary Mrozek would like for someone else to take over the work of 
producing the Membership Directory, a task he has performed for four years.
10. Chapter Logo:  Members will be invited to submit artwork for a Chapter logo.
11. Wood Expo Class: Nadine Nelson has volunteered to do a 45 minute class on pen turning.
Greg Pont is also interested in selling billets.
12. Miscellaneous: The Paramount has shown interest in applying for an AAW Education Outreach 
Grant. At future monthly meetings members will be encouraged to contribute to the Coffee/Cookie Fund. 
The Board discussed application for a $100.00 safety equipment grant. The Board also discussed the 
purchase of 10 gallons of Anchorseal.
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Meeting was held on November 21, 2011

Financial Report: Treasurer Lyle Knopp distributed his report 
showing that there are 48 paid members and a balance of $788.83 
in the Chapter account.

Empty Bowls:  Tom Markman gave an update of plans for the Chapter's effort for this 
event. The Chapter has offers from John Caye and Greg Pont to provide wood, Gary 
Mrozek agrees to cut wood into bowl blanks. Dec. 3 the Chapter encourages members 
to come to the Paramount between 10:00 and 2:00 to rough turn bowls. Beginners are 
especially welcome to come and improve their skills under the guidance of seasoned 
members. 

$50 Gift Certificate
In connection with the Empty Bowls event, Jay Eggebrecht moved, Gary Mrozek 
seconded:
Every member who donates bowls will receive a raffle ticket for each bowl. The Chapter 
will sponsor a drawing for $50 gift certificate.
Motion passed.

The CMWA 2012 Wood Expo:  Jay Eggebrecht moved and Lyle Knopp seconded:
The MMAW will co-sponsor the 2012 Wood Expo.
Motion passed.

Christmas Party:   On December 10 at 11:00 there will be a regular meeting followed 
by the traditional holiday party at 12:00. In addition to the challenge project - a turned 
Christmas ornament- and the usual Show and Tell, members can bring a turned item for 
the holiday exchange. Names of those participating will be drawn to exchange the gifts.  
Spouses are especially warmly invited. The meal is potluck style and will follow the brief 
business meeting.

January Chapter Meeting: There will be a three-part demo of bowl turning. For 
beginners the demo will focus on roughing out. Members at the intermediate level will be 
shown various techniques for shaping and making finishing cuts. Advanced turners will 
focus on finishing. This is a new format for the demo part of our meetings and member 
reaction will be valuable for us as we try to serve everyone's needs.

Library Display: The Library is interested in having the Chapter mount another display of 
members' work. The Board is working on this.

The next Board meeting will be at Brigitte's cafe.

Notes from the MMAW Board of Directors
submitted by Bill Langen, MMAW Secretary 

Tools For Our Passion
If you missed it, see 
page 2 for the featured 
tool in this issue.



  VOLUME 2                                          ISSUE 5!    FEBRUARY 4, 2012
              

! PAGE 5

Trent Bosch, professional woodturner and artist from Fort Collins, CO 
to demonstrate in MN. See page 10 for more information.

For Sale
The MMAW has 1/2 gallon of 
Anchorseal for sale. Cost is $8 for 
the half gallon.
Contact Bill Baker if interested 
in purchasing or if you have 
questions.

Woodcraft of Minneapolis has published their 
calendar for upcoming classes they will be offering. For 
dates and information click on: 

www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?
id=306&page=classes

MMAW Board of Directors
Bill Baker – President
Jay Eggebrecht– Vice President

 Bill Langen – Secretary
 Lyle Knopp- Treasurer

Gary Mrozek – Past President
Albert Keppers – Member at large
John Caye – Member at large

 

St. Cloud Art Crawl
The St. Cloud Art Crawl calendar for 2012 is March 16th, July 15th, August 17-18 and 
November 16 - 5:00 - 9:00 PM in downtown St. Cloud. MMAW members interested in 
displaying the work in the Paramount Visual Art Center can contact Gary. The website is 
www.artcrawlstcloud.com

WOOD EXPO March 17
Follow the link for more 
information.
The MMAW is
co-sponsoring the EXPO. 
Interested in working 
at it, helping with set-up?
Contact Bill Baker.
www.thecmwa.com/
wood_expo_and_sale

http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=306&page=classes
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=306&page=classes
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=306&page=classes
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=306&page=classes
http://www.artcrawlstcloud.com/
http://www.artcrawlstcloud.com/
http://www.thecmwa.com/wood_expo_and_sale
http://www.thecmwa.com/wood_expo_and_sale
http://www.thecmwa.com/wood_expo_and_sale
http://www.thecmwa.com/wood_expo_and_sale
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Thank you to our 3 presenters at 
the January 14th membership 

meeting. 

Show and Tell 
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MMAW Membersʼ 
Work

These photos show  
some of the work that 
was sha red a t t he 
January  membership 
meeting. Thanks to all 
t h e m e m b e r s f o r 
b r i n g i n g i n t h e i r 
creations and sharing 
how they made them.
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Interested In Traveling to the 2012 AAW Symposium?
AAW has been conducting annual woodturning symposia since 1987. The upcoming 
26th Annual AAW symposium, will be held in San Jose, California Friday June 08 
through Sunday June 10, 2012, at the San Jose Convention & Cultural Facilities.
Here is  a summary of anticipated costs:  AAW member admission is $250, Hotel 
(attached to the convention center) is $129 X 4 nights = $516, Non-stop Airfare 
is $430 for a total of $1,200. 
For more information related to where to stay, what to do in San Jose or the 2012 symposium visit 
the AAW website: www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2012/. Contact Gary Mrozek if you are thinking 
about traveling to San Jose for the symposium.

Utah Woodturning Symposium May 17 - 19, 2012
Information for the 2012 Utah Woodturning Symposium is available at: 
www.utahwoodturning.com/. Contact Gary Mrozek if interested in attending. 
The costs for attending will be: admission $275, $316 hotel, airfare is $396 and $66 for round trip 
shuttle from airport to Provo and back for a total of $1049.

Travel Opportunities for 2012 - Close to home and not so close

Professional Demonstration - Trent Bosch
Topic: Trent’s philosophy has always been to work in harmony with our 
environment. He will not destroy something to make something. He will only 
work with recycled or easily sustainable woods.
Saturday, March 24 all day demo

Location:University of Minnesota
E201 Regis Center for Art
405 21st Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55455
Link to Map quest for location
Time: 9:00 AM to 3:30 PM

Note: sponsored by MWA, must be a member of their chapter in order to 
attend, cost $30 per year. Visit MN Woodturners Association for membership 
information: www.mnwoodturners.com/index.shtml

Contact Gary Mrozek for more information or if interested in attending.

Answer: How many words are in our newsletters? About 2150-3000 words, depending on the issue. This issue has 3137 words.

http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2012/
http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2012/
http://www.utahwoodturning.com
http://www.utahwoodturning.com
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=405+21st+Ave+S&city=Minneapolis&state=MN&zipcode=55455-0420&country=US&latitude=44.969392&longitude=-93.242537
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=405+21st+Ave+S&city=Minneapolis&state=MN&zipcode=55455-0420&country=US&latitude=44.969392&longitude=-93.242537
http://mnwoodturners.com/index.shtml
http://mnwoodturners.com/index.shtml
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Making Your Own Woodburner by Gary Mrozek

Got an old automotive battery charger lying around in the garage? Convert it into a 
woodburner!

The thought was planted when a group of our members attended a presentation by Molly 
Winton www.turningmaven.com/ at the University of Minnesota last fall. Molly has perfected 
the art of burning in her woodturned items. 

I found this website, it does a better job explaining the process than I can do.  
www.woodturnersresource.com/extras/projects/priddle/WoodBurner.html  Most of the 
components required are found in the home wiring section of Menards, 
Home Depot, Mills Fleet Farm or at your local hardware store. Molly 
shared her design for the woodburner hand piece.  It resembled a 60 
watt light bulb. Her design was modeled after a tennis ball. In her 
experience, it is much less fatiguing to hold an ergonomically shaped 
hand piece, like a tennis ball, versus a pen style hand piece when 
spending hours burning a basket weave pattern into a bowl or vase.  

The hand piece is turned from any wood approximately 3” X 4” long. 
With the wood mounted in the jaws of your lathe chuck the ball is 
formed towards the headstock and the neck (or business end) towards 
the tailstock. After turning your bulb shape, drill a 5/8” hole about ½” 
deep into the end with a Forstner bit followed by a 5/16” hole all the 
way through for the power cord. Remember, the length of your hand 
piece is dictated by the length of your 5/16” drill bit. The battery 
charger conversion plans in the link above suggest 12 gauge speaker 
wire which I was told is no longer available. I purchased a 5 foot “Hot 
Appliance” extension cord (two prong plug without a ground) from 
Menards for my hand piece power cord. The wire terminals (Radio 
Shack Part #: 274-678) is stripped of its plastic housing and attached 
to the power cord. I used some fiberglass insulation to pack around 
the wire terminals to center the terminal at ½ their length into the 
handle and spaced about 1/8” apart. I had a simple U-shape from a 
paper clip to serve as my mock tip to keep the wire terminals in place. 
Next mix up some JB Weld and fill the remaining 5/8” hole you drilled 
in the handle. 

When the JB Weld is cured and the cord of your hand piece wired into your battery charger, 
you’re ready to make your custom tips. I purchased my nickel chrome wire for the tips from 
www.mcmaster.com (630) 833-0300 part number 8880K76. Shape your tip and apply current 
from the battery charger to obtain a bright red glow for 60 seconds. Turn the charger off and 
allow the wire to cool. It is now tempered and ready to go!

www.bestbuy.com/PremiumCollection

http://www.turningmaven.com/
http://www.turningmaven.com/
http://www.woodturnersresource.com/extras/projects/priddle/WoodBurner.html
http://www.woodturnersresource.com/extras/projects/priddle/WoodBurner.html
http://www.mcmaster.com
http://www.mcmaster.com
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We sometimes forget 
how lucky we are and...
‘The Unseen Pleasures 
of Turning’

(taken from the AAW site, the 
complete article can be found 
at:www.woodturner.org/
highlights/
TheUnseenPleasuresofTurning/)
 
During the 2010 Hartford 
AAW symposium, Malcolm 
Zander noticed a young blind 
woman, accompanied by a 
sighted young man, walking 
through the Instant Gallery. 
He felt bad for her as she was 
unable to see the pieces on 
display, and examining them 
by touch was not permitted. 
So he obtained one of his own 
pieces, a  simple solid hollow 
form, and placed it in her 
hands. Her reaction was such 
that he resolved to 
try to organize a session at a 
future AAW event for such 
people, where they could 
explore some selected 
touchable pieces with their 
hands. He contacted Tib 
Shaw, curator of the AAW 
Gallery in Saint Paul, who had 
some experience in showing 
woodturnings to visually 
impaired people. It was 
agreed to stage a small trial 
session at the Saint Paul 25th 
Anniversary symposium.

Tib contacted the local Vision 
Loss Resources association 
for the visually impaired and 
organized the attendance of 
four blind participants, who 

arrived in a corner of the trade 
show area with two guides. 
Malcolm Zander invited four 
artists whose work was 
conducive to tactile 
examination – Al Stirt, Andi 
Wolfe, Betty Scarpino, and Bill 
Luce. They attended and 
each spoke to the group 
about their work. Michael 
Hosaluk also supplied several 
pieces. In addition Al 
Stirt arranged for the group to 
examine a lathe, and Brent 
English of Robust Tools was 
glad to oblige.

The accompanying photos 
show the group meeting and 
examining some of the 
pieces. As Andi commented: 
“It was the most amazing 
experience for me to watch 
how these individuals 
explored each piece with their 
hands
 

Betty Scarpino, Al Stirt and 
Malcolm Zander meeting with 

the group.
Photo Credit: Andi Wolfe

 

A participant explores one of 
Andi’s pieces with her fingers.

Photo Credit: Malcolm Zander

 

Betty Scarpino explains her 
turned rattle with captured 

rings to the group.
Photo Credit: Andi Wolfe

 

Betty’s rattle being examined 
by one of the group. They 
were all very curious as to 

how it was made.
Photo Credit: Andi Wolfe

 

“Shavings” is a publication of the Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners, PO Box 227, Sartell, MN 56377

http://woodturner.org/highlights/TheUnseenPleasuresofTurning/
http://woodturner.org/highlights/TheUnseenPleasuresofTurning/
http://woodturner.org/highlights/TheUnseenPleasuresofTurning/
http://woodturner.org/highlights/TheUnseenPleasuresofTurning/
http://woodturner.org/highlights/TheUnseenPleasuresofTurning/
http://woodturner.org/highlights/TheUnseenPleasuresofTurning/

