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Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners’ 
‘Shavings’

Providing an environment of interest and activities dedicated to the enjoyment of wood turning activities 
and to promote woodturning to the local community through education and charitable events.

As I gather my thoughts to write this 
letter, the story of the woodworker 
Geppetto and his wooden marionette 
Pinocchio come to mind. [Most likely 
Pinocchio would have had components 
turned on a lathe?]  We all know the 
story of Pinocchio’s adventures in his 
journey to become a “real boy”.  As an 
analogy, it’s the mission of our chapter 
to be a “real club” with the ability and 

resources to service our members and 
the community. I’m pleased to announce the opportunity to have 
a “real home” at the Paramount Visual Arts Center, located in 
the lower level of the Paramount Theater. Here we will have the 
space and the amenities to facilitate our monthly meetings and 
demonstration with ample parking in the ramp (free on 
Saturdays).  We’ll even have seating for all members and guests. 
The momentum we’re experiencing these past months is 
exciting; our AAW affiliation, our 35+ members, our active 
Board of Directors, a world class newsletter and website and 
now the potential for a permanent home. Our next challenge 
will be to purchase club owned equipment for our 
demonstrations with a 5 year goal of owning multiple lathes and 
the support equipment to offer both members and community 
outreach classes and seminars. Much like Pinocchio, our journey 
may have a few sidetracks and setbacks with lessons to be 
learned, but we’ll emerge a strong and sustainable organization, 
one that has a life of its own.

Happy and Safe Turning,

Gary

T h e M M A W F e b r u a r y 
Membership  Meeting will be 
held at the Visual Arts Center in 
the lower level of the Paramount 
Theatre, Downtown St. Cloud. 
Convenient and free parking 
available in the adjacent ramp. 
Enter through the back door, use 
the stairs on the left to the lower 
level. Social begins at 10AM. 
Meeting starts at 10:30. This 
monthʼs demo and topic will 
feature tips and techniques on 
finishing bowls.

     Remember to Use Our Suggestion Box
     Let us know what types of demonstrations you would like to see. Put your questions or suggestions in the box at our next                 
     meeting or email them to Gary at gmrozek@charter.net  Any question(s) received will be addressed at the next meeting.

From the President
February Membership 
Meeting

mailto:gmrozek@charter.net
mailto:gmrozek@charter.net
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Mentors
Dick Beumer – 8:00AM to 
4:30PM daily (320) 251-7013

John Caye – Flexible (320) 
253-2875

Gary Mrozek – Evenings 
6:00PM to 9:00PM (320) 
252-2764 

Let’s keep our mentor list 
growing, volunteer today.

Filler Needed
As “Shavings”, our newsletter is 
laid out each month, there are 
spaces that need “filler”. Please 
e-mail pictures of your creations 
or “news briefs” related to 
woodturning to one of  the 
fol lowing addresses at the 
bottom of this article. E-mailing a 
picture or item of interest means 
you are giving your permission 
for its use in our newsletter only. 
It will not be given to other 
sources for use, but if others 
“help themselves” from our 
website, the MMAW cannot be 
held responsible.

Please send photos or other 
information for the newsletter to:
gmrozek@charter.net 
or 
nnelson1953@clearwire.net

The newsletter is a collaborative 
effort of all MMAW members. 
Thanks for your contributions in 
advance.

The 6th Annual 
CMWA Wood Expo and Sale
March 12th, 2011 Update

Our involvement in the CMWA Wood Expo and Sale 
was put into motion at the January 8th meeting when 
we had three capable volunteers step forward to chair 
the planning committee. We would like to thank Jay 
Eggebrecht, Tom Markman, and John Skalla for 
stepping up and helping to organize the MMAW’s 
contribution to the Expo.
Contact one of the three gentleman with questions or 
for offering them your help. It is a great opportunity for 
us to raise some money and get our club some 
community exposure promoting what we enjoy so 
much - woodturning.

Donations Needed for CMWA Expo and Wood Sale

Please consider donating a turned item which will be 
offered for sale to the public during the Expo on March 
12. The proceeds from the sale of these items will go 
directly into the MMAWʼs treasury.

Please put a suggested price on your donated item. 
Donated items can be brought to the February 12 
meeting at the Paramount. A drop  off point will be 
announced at the February meeting for items not ready 
for our Feb. meeting.

A special thank you to Greg Pont and Dick 
Beumer who recently gave monetary donations 
to our Equipment Buy Fund. Thank you!

mailto:gmrozek@charter.net
mailto:gmrozek@charter.net
mailto:nnelson1953@clearwire.net
mailto:nnelson1953@clearwire.net
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       I bought an infrared heater for my 
garage; a Superior Radiant Product. I would 
start the heater when I entered the garage 
and would turn it off when I left. At first, the 
heater needs to get very hot to burn off the 
manufacturing oils on the tubes (it took 
about two weeks for mine). I noticed a 
strong smell in the garage and wasn’t able 
to figure out the source.
           I took out all items in the garage that 
I felt could cause smells, i.e. propane tanks, 
oils, but the smell still persisted.
I thought it was a natural gas leak from the 
heater. I even brought a carbon monoxide 
tester out to the garage to see if the smell 
would hurt me. To my surprise, the meter 
did indicate the presence of CO. This 
wasn’t good so I looked on the internet to 
see what kind of CO levels would be 
harmful. The levels, indicated on my CO 
meter, in the garage were not high enough 
to warrant concern as far as being in the 
harmful range.
           During this time I was making hollow 
vessels using aromatic red cedar. I had 
many chips around, and the garage had a 
good smell from the cedar. Someone said 
the bothersome smell might be caused from 
different woods. Whoever heard of that?       
One night a fellow woodturner had a dream 

about the smell, he called me and said the 
problematic smell might be caused by a 
combination of the cedar chips and the oils 
from the heater. So I decided to test his 
hypothesis by putting the meter right into 
the bag of chips and was amazed when the 
meter went up to 22* and stayed there. I 
removed the chips from the garage and the 
CO meter went back to zero. The meter has 
not moved from zero for over three weeks 
and the smell is gone from the heater. The 
garage is warm and I am happily turning in 
the garage. Many of you are familiar with 
the strong odor of cedar chips, the fact that 
insects don’t like them should be a warning 
to us that they may cause problems.

*CO levels of 10 to 35 parts per million (ppm)
Marginal: This level could become problematic in some 
situations. Actions: Occupants should be advised of a 
potential health hazard to small children, elderly people 
and persons suffering from respiratory or heart 
problems.
If the home has an attached garage, document CO 
levels in garage. Accept this level as normal for 
unvented appliances but not for vented appliances. If 
unvented appl iances are in operat ion, i t is 
recommended that additional ventilation in the same 
areas of operation be added. With ambient conditions 
in this range, analysis may continue testing to locate 
the CO source.

This Happened to Me by Lyle Knopp 

Financial Report by Bill Larson, MMAW Treasurer
       
Starting balance    $905.44     
Income 50/50         38.00
Cash donations       100.00
Current balance   $1043.44  

Woodworking Joke For February
Pat sends Mike to the lumber yard , "Need twenty 4 X 2's," 
he says to the yardman.

"Guess you mean 2 X 4's," he grins, " How long do you 
want them?"

"Dunno for sure, but it will be a while, he's building a 
garage."
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Meeting Notes from January 8
 submitted by Bill Langen, MMAW Secretary

Mid-Minnesota Association of Woodturners
Monthly Meeting, January 8, 2011

The CMWA’s annual Wood Expo is coming up March 12. Jay Eggebrecht is chairing a 
committee to organize our booth. Jay will be calling out to all members to participate 
in the set-up, staffing and clean up of our booth. This event will replace our regular 
monthly meeting.

Members rose to the 2X4 challenge with an impressive array of turnings ranging from 
vessels to a top. Now the group is challenged to submit pieces for an exhibition at the 
Great River Regional Library.  Congratulations to John Caye, Albert Keppers and Larry 
Sampson for winning the $10 Crafts Supplies USA gift certificates.

Gary Mrozek constructed a three-legged stool as a demonstration of spindle and 
faceplate turning in a simple and useful project.  After he knocked off the corners with 
the “spindle roughing gouge” (a tool that must never be used inside a bowl!) Gary 
changed to the skew. In using this tool, it is important to insure that it is sharpened to 
a razor edge. This is typically achieved through honing on a wet stone or diamond 
plate after and between sharpening on a grinding wheel. The tool rest must be free of 
nicks so that the skew can glide smoothly on the rest.  Any irregularities in the tool 
rest can and will be transferred to the work piece. The cutting edge of the skew is 
divided into three parts; the tip, the mid section (or sweat spot) and the heel, each 
with its own function. The tip is used to score transition points and for detailing.  The 
midsection is used for creating an even surface in a similar fashion as a hand 
plane. The heel is used to roll beads. 

Gary demonstrated cutting a tenon with the bedan tool and in the process he shared a 
tip for getting a perfectly dimensioned diameter. He turns the tenon almost to its final 
diameter and then uses an open-end wrench to achieve the final diameter by slightly 
compressing the wood fibers. Once the moisture in the glue comes in contact with the 
compressed fibers, these fibers swell and lock the tenon to its mating socket. 

Gary made fast work of the seat with the bowl gouge and demonstrated how he 
adjusts the table of the drill press to achieve a splayed leg array. As he had promised, 
the leg tenons fit snugly in the holes in the seat. Voilà, a stool with nicely turned legs.

Bill Larson was the lucky 50/50 drawing winner for a payout of $27.
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Calendar
February 12, 2011

MMAW Meeting - Visual Arts Center, 
Paramount Theatre in St. Cloud

Demonstration: Finishing tips for the 
Empty Bowls donation

March 12, 2011

CMWA Wood Expo and Sale

April 9, 2011

MMAW Meeting - Jay Eggebrecht 
demonstrating making a pepper mill

May 14, 2011 Dick Beumer 
presentation on 4 jaw chucks and how to 
use safely

June 11, 2011 Jay Eggebrecht 
demonstration making necklace 
medallions

July 2011 Demo TBD, Review of bylaws 
and candidates for board positions

August 2011 Demo TBD, Board 
member election and bylaw vote if needed

‘2x4 Challenge’     Jan.8th

Bowls Needed
Please consider turning 
bowls as a contribution to 
t h e E m p t y  B o w l s 
community  fund raiser. MMAW would like to 
donate 100 wood bowls turned by our members. 
To meet our 100 bowl contribution we need a 
three bowl donation from each member. Also 
needed are some “high end” bowls for the silent 
auction that is held during this event. If you 
would like to donate a bowl for the silent auction, 
please label it “auction”. The 2011 event will be 
held at the Calvary  Community  Church in St. 
Cloud, MN, on Sunday, March 20th, 2011 
from10AM-6PM. Proceeds from the event benefit 
Luthern Social Services and Place of Hope.

Last yearʼs contribution 

Gary Mrozek shows the milk stool he 
demonstrated making at the January 8th meeting.

Crafts Supply USA 
Group Buy Update 
Our club purchase came to 
$2,192.29 before the 13% 
discount. We would like to 
continue doing this throughout 
the year. If youʼre considering 
a large purchase, let us know 
and weʼll see if we can pool 
the necessary  $1,000 retail 
value. Unfortunately  lathes are 
generally not included.
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Notes from your MMAW Board of Directors

Type to enter text

The MMAW Board of Directors met on Monday January 24, 2011
All Board members were present except Bill Langen 
Also in attendance were: John Skalla, Jay Eggebrecht, Tom Markman, 
Alan Sias

The Agenda included for discussion:
-Paramount Tech Building Usage: after visiting the facility all directors 
that saw the building felt it will be a viable facility for doing community outreach classes
-February 12th Meeting: planning for a larger number of attendees and the details of moving to 
our new home (Visual Arts Center at the Paramount) occurred; J. Caye, B. Larson and B. Baker 
volunteered for meeting and greeting attendees including answering questions new members or 
potential new members may have
-AAW Symposium involvement: after much discussion it was agreed that we could comfortably 
commit 4-6 MMAW members to the AAW for working in some capacity at the Symposium; the 
AAW will be contacted and asked for a work assignment that considers travel time to St. Paul and 
back home (St. Cloud area) for our local volunteers
-CMWA Expo Involvement: the organizing committee presented information related to what 
MMAWʼs involvement will be, including making giveaway tops, donated items sale, amount of 
space needed, etc. Issues including safety for observers during turning demonstrations was 
discussed. 
-Membersʼ Photo Directory: picture taking and updating the directory will begin February 12th
-Meeting Topics for April, May and June: the need for presenters and topics was discussed
-Lathe Purchase: we soon will be financially able to buy our first MMAW owned lathe and 
discussion related to that purchase occurred with emphasis on affordability, quality, size, 
portability, storage and usability in our commitment to providing education classes to the public
- Civic Center Exhibit: when to exhibit our work was discussed, it appears from the calendar of 
events that are scheduled at the Civic Center for the next 10 months that Fall 2011 would be a 
good time

Check Out Our Website
Don’t forget we have a new website up and running. 
Check it out at  www.midmnwoodturners.org/ 

As part of the website is a Member Gallery. Please 
consider contributing pictures of your creations. Not 
only as MMAW members are we interested in each 
others’ work but any person visiting to our site would 
enjoy looking at our work. Help promote turning by 
showing your creations.

MMAW has a QR code for those using a 
camera phone.
Take a picture of the code with your 
iPhone and you will be able to access our 
website by way of your cell.

http://www.midmnwoodturners.org/
http://www.midmnwoodturners.org/
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MMAW  Members’ Classifieds
Items that are Wanted or For Sale /Trade
This space reserved for items that MMAW 
members may want or have for sale/trade.
 
All wanted or for sale/trade items should 
include a brief description, price (if for sale) and 
name of person listing and their “how to 
contact” information.

Send to Gary Mrozek at gmrozek@charter.net 
or Nadine Nelson at 
nnelson1953@clearwire.net . 

MMAW Board of Directors
Gary Mrozek – President
Bill Baker – Vice President

 Bill Langen – Secretary
 Bill Larson - Treasurer

Nadine Nelson – filling the Past                
President position
Albert Keppers – 1 year at large
John Caye – 2 year at large

Check out the MMAW’s 
display at the St. Cloud 
Library. 

Member Submitted 
Websites:
http://americanart.si.edu/exhibitions/
online/bresler/ 

http://matterofwoodwork.com/
gallery.html

http://www.woodturningonline.com/
Turning/Turning_articles.html

MMAW has been contacted by Heidi Steadman 
of Visual Arts Minnesota and we have been asked 
if we would like to display our work at the St. 
Cloud Civic Center. More information to come.

Articles for “Shavings” are written 
and submitted by MMAW 
members. The newsletter is laid 
out by MMAW member Nadine 
Nelson.

Smile!
Alan Sias will be taking 
pictures for the MMAW 
Directory at the February 
membership meeting. 
Information in the 
directory will include 
name, phone number, and 
address. 

mailto:gmrozek@charter.net
mailto:gmrozek@charter.net
mailto:nnelson1953@clearwire.net
mailto:nnelson1953@clearwire.net
http://americanart.si.edu/exhibitions/online/bresler/
http://americanart.si.edu/exhibitions/online/bresler/
http://americanart.si.edu/exhibitions/online/bresler/
http://americanart.si.edu/exhibitions/online/bresler/
http://matterofwoodwork.com/gallery.html
http://matterofwoodwork.com/gallery.html
http://matterofwoodwork.com/gallery.html
http://matterofwoodwork.com/gallery.html
http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_articles.html
http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_articles.html
http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_articles.html
http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_articles.html


  ISSUE FOUR! FEBRUARY 4, 2011
               

! PAGE 8

Saturday, March 12, 2011
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

St. Cloud National Guard Armory
1710 Veteran’s Drive / 8th St. North, St. Cloud, MN

*
DOOR PRIZES!

WOODWORKERS, CARVERS, TURNERS & VENDORS…

Central Minnesota
Woodworker’s Association

P.O. Box 1955      St. Cloud, MN 56302-1955
visit our website at: www.theCMWA.com

10' x 10' Booth Spaces Available
For more info call: Brad at 320-252-8138

Representatives of the Central MN Woodworkers Assn., the Central MN Woodcarvers Assn.and the Mid MN Assn. 
of Woodturners will be on hand to promote their clubs and to answer any questions concerning membership.

SIXTH ANNUAL

WOOD EXPO
• Exhibits by CMWA Woodworkers, Wood Turners & Woodcarvers

Mark your 
calendar now!
Admission $4.00

*
DEMOS!

• WOOD CARVING 
• FOOT POWERED  

SCROLL SAW
• PEN TURNING

Bring in your OLD TOOLS!
An expert from Midwest Tool Collector’s

Assn. will appraise your tools!

TEST YOUR SKILLS!
Woodworker’s Challenge 

using Hand Tools
• 2 MAN LOG SAW  

• DRILL HOLES w BRACE & BIT
• NAIL in STUMP    • HANDSAW a BOARD

Register for Hourly & Grand Prize!

Grand Door Prize:

ROCKWELL®

12V LITHIUM
DRIVER DRILL

Must be present to 
win hourly prizes.

Come to see Vendors including...

• FERCHE MILLWORK
• WOODCRAFT STORES
• ACME TOOL
• WOODWORKER’S HARDWARE 
• SAWMILLS

FREE
MINI CUPCAKES!

It’s CMWA’s 10th

Anniversary!

RAFFLE FOR:
Fine

Woodworking
Magazine

Archive
Collection   

DVD
ALL issues from 1975-2010!

valued at $150.00!

Up Coming Events
February 12th MMAW Meeting 
10:00AM – 11:30AM
Studio C at the Paramount Visual Arts 
Center
Downtown, St. Cloud
Parking is free in the Ramp
Our demonstration will be bowl finishing 
tips

February 12th  Rockler Woodworking
Clive Brooks from Sorby in England will 
be in the store on Saturday, February 
12th.  There will be 2 sessions-1-4 p.m. 
and 5-8 p.m.  Following the 
demonstration, Sorby tools will be 20% 
off to all who signed up and participated.  
There is no fee.  You can call or email the 
store to reserve spots. .
Gretchen Penkert 
Rockler Woodworking & Hardware 
Minnetonka MN 
952.542.0111 952.542.0111  
store14@rockler.com  

February 16th  CMWA Meeting
CMWA meeting at our own Denny 
Myers’ Shop in Royalton

March 15th  

MWA and Minnesota Woodworkers 
Guild joint meeting 
Topic: Virgil Leih will give a talk on his 
giant turnings More on Virgil at http://
www.virgiltreeart.com/
Location: Richfield Community Center 
7000 Nicollet Ave. S.
Richfield, MN 55423
Link to Map quest for location 
Time: Tuesday 6:30 - 9:00 PM 

Additional events at Rockler in 
Minnetonka
3/19/2011
9:30AM
Turning Ice Cream Scoops
Turn your own custom turned wood 
handle to make your deluxe dessert disher 
using Rockler’s Brass or Chrome Ice 
Cream Scoop Hardware Kit.

3/26/2011
3:00PM
Pen Turning
Learn how easy it is to turn unique pens 
for gifts in minutes.

“Shavings” is a publication of the Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners, PO Box 227, Sartell, MN 56377

AAW Symposium
More information available at http://www.woodturner.org/. Check 
out the website, bring any questions you have about the AAW or 
the June national symposium to the next meeting.

mailto:store14@rockler.com
mailto:store14@rockler.com
http://classic.mapquest.com/maps?city=Minneapolis&state=MN&address=7000+Nicollet+Ave+S&zipcode=55423&country=US&latitude=44.87527&longitude=-93.27819&geocode=ADDRESS
http://classic.mapquest.com/maps?city=Minneapolis&state=MN&address=7000+Nicollet+Ave+S&zipcode=55423&country=US&latitude=44.87527&longitude=-93.27819&geocode=ADDRESS
http://www.woodturner.org
http://www.woodturner.org

