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 From the President… 
  

Hello! I hope that all of you had a glorious 
Thanksgiving and took time 
think on all the things that you 
are thankful for. I know that I 
am thankful for a loving and 
supportive family, most 
especially my wife and 
mother-in-law. I have told 
many of you that they are the 

reason that I have a lathe. When I graduated with 
my doctorate and changed jobs so that I wasn’t on 
the road, both of these things within a month of each 
other, my wife said that I needed a hobby. Little did 
she know! I told them what I wanted to do, and my 
mother-in-law provided the funds for the lathe. They 
have continued to support my habit – er, hobby – ever 
since. 

I am thankful for those who have stepped in and 
participated in this club from the very beginning. 
There are a few people that do a lot of things to make 
it work. Imagine what will happen when more 
people get involved and do even more! We have 
great potential and are doing some amazing things. 
Think back to where we were two or three years ago. 
Now take that same growth and potential and look 
forward. The sky is the limit. 

I am also very thankful for the members of our club 
who have provided our demonstrations. Dan did a 
great job with the Christmas ornament 
demonstration at last month’s club meeting. 

 
 (President, continued on p. 5) 
 

December 8, 2012 
 Membership Meeting 

 

Paramount Theater and Visual 
Arts Center—St. Cloud, MN 

Our December Chapter 
meeting of the MMAW is 
this Saturday, December 
8th.  

This is our Holiday Potluck 
Social. Bring your 
significant other and/or 
guests! Also bring a dish or 
treat to share and your 
favorite turned piece 
created in 2012 for Show & 
Tell.  

Our "Challenge Project" is a 
holiday ornament. If you 
have extra ornaments or 
turned toys you'd like 
donated to a charity, please 
bring them along as well. 
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Minutes of the MMAW Meeting of Nov. 10, 2012 
 
Visitors: Fred Jude of Annandale and Gary Carlson of Alexandria 
 
Announcements:  
     > Wayne Winkelman donated four DVDs purchased at the Wisconsin Wood Expo. These 
DVDs feature demonstrations from the 2011 Expo. Also he provided a number of woodturning 
magazines and AAW membership brochures.  He strongly encourages membership in the AAW. 
     >Greg Pont has a stock of birdseye and figured maple which he is offering MMAW members 
at a good price. Call him for price and availability. 
      
Show and Tell 
     >Lenny Merdan brought a large number of tops he had made from scraps he laminated.  He 
also had a segmented vase with a very complex "crown of thorns" inlay. 
     >Ken Peterson displayed four bowls, three from oak and one from birch. 
     >Brad Knowles showed 2 vases and a pencil caddy all made with a slotted design.  One of 
the vases had been blackened with leather dye. 
     >Gerry Wervey brought a basswood bowl which he had first applied an analine yellow dye as 
a foundation and then dyed red. 
     > Gary Carlson showed his bowl turned from a sour apple blank. 
     >Byron John brought a maple bowl. 
     >Bill Larson showed a segmented cornucopia and a segmented vase. 
 
Demo 
     > Dan Seirs demonstrated his own technique for turning traditional looking christmas 
ornaments. He uses forsner bits to drill out the center portion of the blank and then goes on to 
mount and turn the ornament, preferably at high speed. For some of the ornaments he uses a 
scroll saw to cut out a nativity scene which is visible in the opening in the ornament.  
 
50/50 Drawing 
     > Guy Schafer won $24.00. 
 
Challenge 
     >The challenge for December is to make a Christmas ornament. 

Minutes from the August 11, 2012 Membership Meeting 
Submitted by MMAW Secretary Bill Langen 
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From the Dust… 
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From the Dust… 
Members’ Projects on Display  
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New to View 
by Gary Mrozek 
 
Chippewa Valley Wood Expo Demonstrations (4-Disk 
set) Donated by member Wayne Winkelman 
 
 
Thank you Wayne! That’s one good turn that deserves 
another! 
  
 
As a benefit of MMAW membership, you can check out 
these new videos or any video from our library for a 
donation of $1 per month. These donations are used to 
continue to add new titles to our library. Consider 
donating videos that you may have already purchased 
or Craft Supplies USA gift certificates you may have 
laying around. Our library stand has an area to add your 
suggestions for future topics and/or titles. Remember 
that these DVD’s have copyrights. Any duplication is 
strictly forbidden by Federal Law. 

 

 

President (continued from p. 1) 

Treasury Report 
Submitted by MMAW Treasurer 

Lyle Knopp 

 

Previous balance $2216.01 

Income 181.05 

Expenses 18.00 

New balance 2379.06 

 

I am really looking forward to 
see what everyone has done 
with it. Remember to bring 
your ornaments in on the 8th 
for our traditional get-
together. Bring your friends 
and spouses too. Let’s show 
them what we can do. Also, if 
you have “extra” ornaments 
lying around, bring them in. 
We can find a way to donate 
them or use them to help call 
attention to the work of the 
club. 

Another thing to be thankful 
for is our continued 
involvement in the Empty 
Bowls project. Albert has 
several boxes of bowl blanks 
in the studio if you need 
some. Tom Markman is 
coordinating the effort again 
this year. Let’s see if we can 
help meet our goal of getting 
the bowls out there. 

As we are in the holiday 
season, I want to take this 
opportunity on behalf of the 
MMAW board to wish you all 
a joyous season and a very 
prosperous new year!  

 

Library Fund: $83.02 
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What Knots?! 
by Gary Mrozek 
 

 
Our Craft Supplies USA club purchase was a huge success. Twenty-one members 
participated, ordering 174 items. The retail value of the order was $4,898 with a total savings 
to the participants of $804.70. Craft Supplies USA supports clubs like ours by offering 13% 
off the entire order plus any quantity discounts. Participating members collectively saved 
23% on all lathe tools, DVD’s, bottle stoppers and other miscellaneous items. Members who 
ordered Raptor set-up tools saved a total of 30%. We receive $180 in gifts certificates each 
year by participating. These certificates are returned to our members through our Resource 
Library item purchases, challenge prizes, etc. These certificates can be used for all or part of 
your next order and can be redeemed via phone or online ordering. 

Other new videos added to our library include the following titles: 

Open Bowls by David Ellsworth 

Fabulous Finial Box by Cindy Drozda 

Bowl Turning Techniques by Glenn Lucas 

Mastering the large Captive Boring Bar by Brian McEvoy 

 
Empty Bowls 
  
The MMAW is tentatively planning an Empty Bowls Rough-out Event at the Paramount 
Visual Arts Center on Saturday December 15th. If you have little or no experience roughing 
out a bowl from a green log, sign up for one of 5 lathes from 10:00 to Noon. We’ll have 
mentors there to help you.  If you’re experienced and able to quickly rough out a bowl, sign 
up for one of 5 lathes from Noon to 2:00. Albet Keppers has donated numerous cherry log 
blanks that need to be turned and sealed to dry and re-turn in February.  We also need 
mentors, waxers and a clean-up crew to help throughout the day. A sign-up sheet will be 
available at our December 8th chapter meeting. We’ll be taking orders for Pizza to be 
delivered at noon.  
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 Minutes from the MMAW Board Meeting 11/27/2012 @ The Paramount  Studio A 
Submitted by Alan Sias 
 
Attending: Alan Sias, Bill Baker, Lyle Knopp, Roxanne Wyatt, Jerry Wervey, Albert 
Keppers. 
 
Next board meeting will be on January 8th instead of December 25th - Alan to check with 
availability with the Paramount. 
 
There is an error on the webpage regarding board meeting times. - Alan to fix. 
 
Discussion about a version of the directory. Nothing really determined yet. 
 
The Paramount charges $10 per month for someone to open the doors at 9:00 for the 
meetings. Al motioned and Jerry seconded that we continue to pay this as opposed to 
moving our meeting times back. Motion carried. - Lyle to work out payment. 
 
Teen Night on Thursday (the 27th) will have some visitors from the VA. There is a lot of 
buzz there about us possibly coming in and doing something with them. 
 
Sartell HS has asked that someone from the club come and demonstrate the treadle 
lathe. Bill and Lyle working on this. 
 
Discussion of policies/procedures in regard to club’s use of Paramount other than our 
Saturday time. These discussions will be ongoing as we try to figure out how to handle 
this. 
 
As club members, we are entitled to a 15%(?) discount through Hartville Tool. There are 
flyers. 
 
Discussion about the possibility of sponsoring a Jimmy Clewes demonstration. The 
Minneapolis group might work with us on this.  
 
Tom Markman is going to be heading up the Empty Bowls again this year. He would like 
to have someone help him so that he can step down after three years of doing it. 
 
Northwest Woods has offered the club some wood for the cost of shipping. Alan to follow 
up with them. Bill Langen had mentioned that he would be willing to help out with this via 
an email. 

 
 


