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Shavings

MMAW membership meetings are held the second Saturday of 
each  month.  Socializing  with  fellow  members  starts  at 
9:30AM,  coffee and treats  available.  Meetings are held in the 
Paramount  Visual  Arts  Center  (VAC)  which  is  located  in  the 
basement of the Paramount Theatre, downtown St. Cloud, MN. 
All city parking is free on Saturdays, this includes the ramp near 
the  Paramount  as  well  as  metered  street  parking.  The 
membership meeting starts at 10:00AM (most meetings are 
about  1.5-2  hours  long  including  the  social  time)  and  include 
announcements, members sharing their turned creations, a demo 
or  presentation  related  to  turning,  and  occasionally  other 
activities such as a holiday celebration or wood exchange. (Click 
on the Paramount marquee for a link to their website.)

Saturday, November 14  is the next membership meeting. 

The MMAW is an affiliate of the AAW. Click in the middle of 
AAW logo to reach the AAW Site.

http://
www.woodtu
rner.org

The  Mid  Minnesota  Association  of  Woodturners  (MMAW)  is  a  members  based  not  for  profit 
organization,  providing  an  environment  of  interest  and  activities  dedicated  to  the  enjoyment  of 
woodturning activities and to promote woodturning to the local community through education and 
charitable events.

A Publication of the Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners

http://
www.paramountarts.org
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Reflections  
From MMAW President  

Jim Brodd 

We had a  great  turnout  for 
our  October  meeting  and 
thanks again to Lyle Knopp 
for  h i s  demo  on  l idded 
boxes.  Also at our October 
meeting, Bill Baker was able 
to take over $1000 in orders 
so that we got free shipping 
and the  discount  for  a  club 
order.   The  orders  have 
arr ived  and  Bi l l  wi l l  be 
distributing  them  at  our 
November meeting.  A group 
of us met after the meeting 
and cranked out a bunch of 
rough  turned  bowls  for  the 
“Empty Bowls” event.  If you 
would  like  to  donate  bowls 
or  turn  some,  contact  Guy 
Schafer for more info.

Hope to see many of you at 
the November 14th meeting. 
Social time at 9:30 AM with 
the monthly meeting starting 
at 10:00 AM. The Executive 
Board  will  meet  right  after 
the monthly meeting.  Lenny 
Merdan will be giving a demo 
on “Segmented Turnings”.  If 
there  are  any special  demos 
that you would like to see at 
our monthly meeting, please 
let  a  board  member  know.  
Please  bring  a  turning  to 
share for  our instant gallery 
and a chunk of wood for our 
monthly wood exchange.  

Reflections cont. on page 11 

Executive Board Minutes from 
October 6, 2015 

A discussion  was  held  concerning  club  membership.   What 
would be the best way to keep track of who members are and 
when they have paid their dues.  The possibility of joining the 
club and paying dues on line was discussed.  We will discuss this 
at the October regular meeting to see if a member would like to 
be the “membership person”.  

Guy  reported  that  the  Paramount  gave  the  club  $300.00 for 
Teen Night supplies and materials.  Some kits, sanding materials 
and  dust  collection  supplies  have  been  purchased  with  those 
funds.  We started Teen Night on October 1 with 4 students.

Guy reported that Empty Bowls is going to cut and turn bowl 
blanks after the October meeting.  Albert has a pile of cherry 
logs for bowls.  John Caye also has some ash logs that he will 
make bowl blanks from for the Empty Bowl project.

Our next wood exchange will be after the November meeting.

What to do at the December meeting was discussed.  Should we 
have a regular meeting or add a Christmas party to it?  We will 
discuss this at the regular October meeting.

We  discussed how often we should hold our Executive Board 
meetings.  It was decided that beginning in November we will 
have  an  Executive  Board  meeting  after  every  regular  monthly 
meeting.

Denny Myers reported on the Wood Expo.  The date has been 
set for April 16 2016.  There are three headliners for the event.  
John Caye will coordinate the events/activities that the MMAW 
will be involved with at the show.

The next Art Crawl is set for November 6 from 5 to 9.  We may 
have some turners in the shop that evening.

Gary Mrozek shared information about the following areas:

~  AAW  is  surveying  many  Arts  and  Craft  centers  (like  the 
Paramount) to see how AAW is meeting their needs.

Executive Board Minutes continued on page 4
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MMAW Business Items 

Treasurer’s Report 

Beginning Balance Not available

Expenditures    Not available

Income                      Not available

Ending Balance       Not available

Calendar 

Next Meeting: December 12

Demonstration:  Not available 

Other:

2015-2016 
MMAW Board of Directors 

Jim Brodd       President 

Denny Myers   Vice President 

Guy Schafer  Secretary 

Byron John  Treasurer 

John Caye      Past President 

Dan Monson  2 Years Director 

Albert Keppers 1 Year Director 

Jim Presser  1 Year Director

How to determine the age of a tree without 
cutting it down and counting rings 

Diameter in inches x growth factor = tree age
Click  here  for  the  growth  factor  for  various 
trees and you can calculate a tree’s age

MMAW Regular Monthly Meeting Minutes 
from September 12, 2015 
Reported by MMAW Secretary Guy Schafer 

Jim called the meeting to order at 10:00.

We had over $1000.00 for the Crafts Supply order.  A BIG thank 
you to Bill Baker for taking care of this. 

As of now we have 36 paid members of the 55 from last year.  We 
will  start  tracking  membership  from  September  to  September.  
Jerry Wervey volunteered to take over the membership duties from 
Byron John so that Byron can concentrate on his Treasurer duties.

It  was  decided  that  our  December  meeting  would  be  a  regular 
meeting rather than a pot luck as in past years.

Gary Mrozek discussed his all day turning event set for October 24.  
It is being done as a fund raiser for the Paramount.

Guy Schafer discussed Honor Canes.  If anyone would like more 
blanks  to  turn  for  this  worthy  cause  contact  Mark  Scholer  at 
251-9106.  

Teen Night has started.  We were given $300.00 by the Paramount 
for materials and supplies.  Items purchased were a new shop vac 
and  other  dust  collecting  materials,  sanding  supplies,  finishes, 
bottle  stopper  kits,  mini-fork  kits,  and  CA glue.   Everyone  is 
welcome to join us  on Thursday evenings  from 6:00 to 9:00 to 
share your skills and knowledge.

The Empty Bowls project has started.   Albert Keppers and  Guy 
Schafer delivered cherry wood ready to be turned into bowl   

Minutes continued page 10  

http://mdc.mo.gov/your-property/your-trees-and-woods/backyard-tree-care/how-old-tree
http://mdc.mo.gov/your-property/your-trees-and-woods/backyard-tree-care/how-old-tree
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John Caye 

Mentor on an as needed basis for all 
levels from beginner to brushing up 
on forgotten skills. One week notice 
is preferred. 320-253-2875 

Lyle Knopp 

Covering the basics and advanced 
level turning. Please give a 3-4 day 
advanced notice. 320-980-3466 

Albert Keppers 

Willing to help improve skill levels 
from basic to advanced levels. One 
week notice preferred. 
320-252-6118 

Denny Meyers 

Will work with you at his shop on all 
levels from entry and beyond. 
Denny’s knowledge of finishing 
techniques can help make a good 
project look great. One week notice 
preferred. 320-360-0784 

Larry Sampson 

Willing to share his shop to help 
anyone wanting to improve their 
basic skill set. 3-4 days notice is 
preferred. 320-259-5372 

Jerry Wervey 

Willing to work with you to improve 
your skills from entry to 
intermediate level; those with 
advanced skills are welcome to stop 
over as I am always learning as well. 
3-4 days notice please.

Executive Board Minutes continued from page 2 

~ He asked for some help from the club for his all-day turning 
event on October 24.

~ The upcoming Juried Show at Gallery St. Germain next year.

~ Partnering with the Minnesota  WoodTurners club.  They 
give us two memberships to facilitate communications between 
the  clubs.   Guy  moved  and  John  seconded  to  offer  the 
Minnesota  WoodTurners  club  two  free  memberships  to 
reciprocate.  The motion passed unanimously.

~  Neil  Robinette  from  the  Minnesota  WoodTurners  club 
would like any of your older turning tools  that are not being 
used for donations to clubs in need or to facilitate more turners 
in third world countries.

~  Updates  and improvements  to  the website  were  discussed.  
Changes will be coming.

Contact Gary if you have any questions or concerns about any 
of these topics.

Meeting adjourned. 

MMAW Mentors
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No Holiday Pot Luck 

The  membership  at  the 
October meeting decided 
to have a regular meeting 
in December rather than 
a  p o t  l u c k  a s  i n  p a s t 
years.  This  meeting  will 
include a demonstration, 
some holiday cookies and 
o u r  u s u a l  b e v e r a g e-
coffee.

The above sketch, by Leonardo da Vinci, is believed to 
be the earliest design of a lathe which combines 
continual rotation and could also be operated by a single 
person.

Where Might I Buy?     
Carbide Cutters 

AZ Carbides                          
http://azcarbide.com 

Cap’n Eddie Castelin      
http://eddiecastelin.com/
cutters_only 

Where Can I Get A Turf 
Stripper, Motorcycle 
Accessories, and/or 

Woodturning Tools & 
Accessories Under One Roof ? 

A MN  Company,  Harrison 
Specialties,  is a  company that 
manufactures  motorcyc le 
accessories,  turf  strippers,  and 
woodturning tools & accessories. 
Click  here  for  a  look  at  this 
company  that  is  located  in  St. 
Michael. See what they make and 
sell direct to the consumer.

http://azcarbide.com
http://eddiecastelin.com/cutters_only
http://www.harrisonspecialties.com
http://azcarbide.com
http://eddiecastelin.com/cutters_only
http://www.harrisonspecialties.com
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October 2015 Members’ Instant Gallery  
Creations Made and Shared By MMAW Members

Thank you to all members for sharing their turnings.
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In Honor of 
Empty Bowls 

“Bowls From 
Around The 

World” 
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pleasing shape that complements beautiful grain

The above bowl is turned out of 
butternut. 

Names: Butternut, White Walnut 

Scientific Name: Juglans cinerea 
Distribution: Eastern United 
States 
Tree Size: 65-100 ft (20-30 m) 
tall, 2-3 ft (.6-1 m) trunk 
diameter 

Bowls - what are they? 

Is  there  a  definition  that  is  broad 
enough to encompass all the bowls that 
are made by woodturners? Let’s see.

Definition #1: a round, deep dish or 
basin  used  for  food  or  liquid.  A 
mixing bowl. 

Not really a good fit for all bowls since 
some bowls are not utilitarian, they are 
pieces  of  ar t  that  are  meant  for 
displaying, looking at, but definitely not 
meant for mixing in or eating out of

D e f i n i t i o n  # 2 :  a  s t a d i u m  f o r 
sporting or musical events 

Definitely  not  a  good  description  for 
the bowls a woodturner creates

Definition  #3:  a  hemispherical 
vessel, wider than it is deep 

This could work for many of the bowls 
that are turned on a lathe,  but not all 
bowls are hemispherical and wider than 
they are deep 

Definition  #4:  a  round  or  spherical 
container open at the top

Number  four  could  work  for  an  all 
purpose definition of a bowl.

Bowls are not just shaped by the turner 
but  also  contributing to  the shape are 
the inherent qualities  of  each piece of 
wood.  Each  species  of  wood  has  a 
density,  grain,  color,   and  moisture 
content  that  contributes   to  the  final 
shape/look of  the  bowl.  Each piece  of 
wood  is  unique  and  beautiful.  The 
turner  designs  a  shape that  allows the 
viewer to appreciate the wood’s  beauty.

http://www.wood-database.com/wood-articles/scientific-name/
http://www.wood-database.com/wood-articles/distribution/
http://www.wood-database.com/wood-articles/tree-size/
http://www.wood-database.com/wood-articles/scientific-name/
http://www.wood-database.com/wood-articles/distribution/
http://www.wood-database.com/wood-articles/tree-size/
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Lyle Knopp Presents “My Way of Turning a Lidded Box”  
(using the Mike Hunter Method) 

As a  woodturner  soon learns,  there  are  many methods,  tools  and thoughts  on how to  turn  a 
particular creation. Many people laughingly will tell you, “ask 10 woodturners the best way to do 
something and you will get at least 25 ways”. That is why turning vessels can be so much fun. You 
learn what works best for you using the available tools at hand and you can create to your heart’s 
content.

Lyle Knopp, a MMAW member, took a lidded box class from Mike Hunter, a member of the MN 
WoodTurners Association. Lyle was kind enough to share the techniques he learned/used in the 
class with us at the October membership meeting. A very big “thank you” to Lyle, we all know it 
can be intimidating to stand up and “perform” for your peers.

Lyle rounded a box blank between centers and went to work. About 45 minutes later he had a 
lidded box for his efforts. See the regular member meeting notes starting on page 10 for a 
description of Lyle’s method for turning a lidded box.

“Turning a 
Lidded Box”

Lyle  

Knopp 

Presented 
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Thank You, Bill Baker 

Bill  organizes  our  group  buy 
from  Craft  Supplies  USA. 
The buy is usually in early fall 
so delivery can be completed 
by  late  October  into  early 
November.  This  allows  time 
for  par ticipants  to  order 
materials  that  may  be  used 
for making holiday gifts, if so 
desired. 

Update from Bill on 10-20-15. 

Order  placed  and  was  shipped  on 
October 20. Expecting it to arrive at 
the  end  of  the  week.  Seventeen 
members  participated.  Eighteen 
hundred dollars was spent. Thanks to 
all  who  participated  and  included 
necessary information for their order. 
Makes  my  job  easier.  I  will  contact 
members when their orders arrive.

Minutes continued from page 3 

blanks.  Willie Allshouse delivered some birch and butternut logs 
to be used by the students at Teen Night and for Empty Bowls.  
Some members  took wood home to  turn  at  home.   If  anyone 
wants/needs  more  wood  for  this  worthwhile  project  please 
contact  Guy  Schafer  at  253-2434.  Thanks  to  Gary  Mrozek, 
Lyle  Knopp,  Jim  Brodd,  Alber t  Keppers,  Wayne 
Winkelman,  and  Guy  Schafer  for  staying  after  the 
meeting to turn some bowl blanks.  

Denny Myers  reported  that  the  wood raffle  will  be  a  monthly 
activity  starting  in  November.   Bring  a  nice  piece  of  wood to 
donate to the raffle next meeting! 

Jim  Brodd  reminded  people  that  there  are  many  upcoming 
symposiums and turning opportunities.  

Instant Gallery

Jerry Wervey had a large segmented bowl

Willie Allshouse had a large butternut bowl

Dick Lundstrom had a splatted maple bowl

Bud Becker had several bowls

Wayne Winkelman had a slim line pen with cork

Lyle Knopp gave a demo on turning a lidded box.  He got his 
method from a workshop he took from Mike Hunter.  Start by 
taking your blank and turning it round and then put a tenon on 
one end.  Remove the round blank and put it  into your chuck 
using the tenon.  The end with the tenon will become the top of 
the box.  Finish the bottom of the box as you’d like it to look.  
Make an expansion fit or female tenon on the bottom.  Turn it 
around and chuck up the bottom using this expansion fit.  Part off 
about 1/3 of the blank and set it aside.  You will chuck the top up 
after the bottom is all finished.  Hollow out the bottom of the box 
as you want.  After finishing the bottom of the box remove it and 
set it aside.  Take the box top and put it into the chuck using the 
tenon.  You need to make an expansion fit on the inside of the top

Minutes continued p. 11 
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Minutes continued from page 10 

as you did on the bottom of the box so you can use it to finish the 
top outside of the top later.  Cut the top so that it fits into the 
bottom of the box.  Do this very slowly and a little at a time, 
“sneak up” on the fit so you don’t cut too much wood away.  You 
can always take more off but you can’t add any wood if too much 
is removed.  Once you get a good fit, finish the inside of the top as 
you  want.   Remove  the  top  and  turn  it  around  and  using  the 
expansion fit attach the top onto the chuck.  Finish the outside of 
the top by removing the tenon and finishing it as you want.  You 
should now have a nice lidded box!  This method seems to be a 
little easier than some of the other ways to make a box.  Nice job 
Lyle!

Jerry Wervey won the 50/50 drawing.  $35.00 was raised and Jerry 
pocketed $17.00.  Remember to sell, sell, sell at the next meeting 
Jerry!

Female  woodturners  make  up  a  fairly  small  part  of  the 
woodturning population/members of the AAW. The newest AAW 
committee  is  dedicated  to  women  sharing  ideas  as  well  as 
encouraging more women (world wide) to become involved with 
woodturning. They have a project for 2016, Fruits of Our Labor, 
which raises money for WIT activities and for the AAW’s EOG 
fund which supports all AAW members‘ activities. Click here if 
you would like more information about WIT or Fruits  of  Our 
Labor.

Reflections cont. from p. 2 

And last but not least, “BE SAFE” 
in your woodturning.  Always wear 
a face shield when turning and a 
dust mask when sanding. 

                  Jim 

A Beautiful Piece of Burl 

One  piece  of  maple  burl  that 
isn’t  getting  cast  and  turned 
into a lidded box. It is a display 
stand  for  some  Ti l landsi as 
instead.  I  grow  “air  plants”  or 
Tillandsias and needed a way to 
display  a  few.  This  piece  of 
maple burl leant itself perfectly 
to being a plant stand. I sanded 
up  the  cut  edges,  flattened  the 
base, and glued on the air plants 
with  Tilly  Glue.  Simple,  but 
very beautiful.  Air plants grow 
in warmer climates and do need 
w a t e r,  s u n l i g h t ,  a  b i t  o f 
fertilizer  and  a  slight  breeze. 
They are Bromeliads, related to 
orchids.  They  do  not  need  soil 
but  do  require  everything  else 
that  any  green  plant  in  soil 
needs.  

Just proof that not every piece 
of beautiful wood gets turned! 

Nadine Nelson

http://www.woodturner.org/default.asp?page=WIT
http://www.woodturner.org/default.asp?page=WIT

