
 

 

 

 

   

 

The Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners (MMAW) is a member based not for profit organization, providing an environment of interest 

and activities dedicated to the enjoyment of woodturning activities and to promote woodturning to the local community through education 

and charitable events. 
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MMAW membership meetings are held the second Saturday of each 

month. Located in Studio C. (see map) 

Socializing with fellow members starts at 9:30AM, coffee and treats 

available. 

Meetings are held in the Paramount Visual Arts Center (VAC) which is 

located in the basement of the Paramount Theatre, downtown St. Cloud, 

MN. All city parking is free on Saturdays; this includes the ramp near the 

Paramount as well as metered street parking. 

The membership meeting starts at 10:00AM (most meetings are about 

1.5-2 hours long including the social time) and include announcements, 

members sharing their turned creations, a demo or presentation related 

to turning, and occasionally other activities such as a holiday celebration 

or wood exchange. (Click on the above Paramount marquee for a link to 

their website.) The MMAW is an affiliate of the AAW. (Click on the above 

AAW marquee for a link to their website.) 

Next Meeting Saturday February 11th, 2017 

http://www.woodturner.org/?


 

                  

 

 

President’s letter February 2017 

 

First and foremost, Melinda has resigned as our web site manager and newsletter publisher 

for personal reasons. She has done a great job and we will miss her. That being said, we will 

need to recruit some new talent to fill in. I wish I could help but in this area but as you can 

tell from my Pres. Letters, the English language is not my strong suit. Please consider taking 

on one of these jobs for the club. 

 

The demo by Kirk Deheer was very informative per my resources. He gave a demo on 

coloring, texturing, sharpening etc… The all-day class was sold out. I was told Kirk normally 

has a class of five students but we had ten and it seemed to work out OK thanks to Gary 

Mrozak who assisted Kirk in keeping an eye on guys like me. The students created a platter 

and used air brushing techniques to decorate the platter. This was the first all day class I have 

taken and it was well worth the fee.  

 

Finally, I want to know that the Board wants feedback on demos, classes and whatever is on 

your mind that will improve our experience in wood turning. If you are thinking of 

something you would like to see, there are probably several more members that would like to 

see the same thing. Our library is a great resource and would encourage all to check it out 

and let me know what you would like to see for additions. 

 

See you on the 11
th
 

 

Bill Baker     
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1. Meeting was called to order before I arrived 

2. Instant Gallery:    

 Willie Allhouse had a lidded box 

  Byron had a birch vase and bowl. He also shared his Jerry   

     Bernnet jig that he uses when cutting segments for bowls. 

  Bob McClintick shared his first ever bowl, good job Bob  

  Tom Lillehei had two small aspen bowls 

3. If anyone is interested in teaching a class in the next go around let them 

know by May.  Talk to Jerry Wervey, Gary Mrozek, Guy Schafer or John 

Caye if you have any questions.  Guy Schafer is teaching a beginning 

turning class on Feb. 1st and 8th and Gary Mrozek is teaching a hollowing 

class on 3 Saturdays in February.  

4. Willie Allhouse mentioned that now is the time to be looking for burls on 

trees with the snow.  He noticed several on his drive to the meeting today. 

5. John Caye had a wonderful discussion on turning Natural Edge Bowls.  It 

was very informative.  I’m sure if you have any question about this that you 

can contact John.  Thanks John. 

6. Meeting was adjourned. 

 

 
Demo by Kirk Deheer - Platter with air brushing techniques to decorate the platter 

 

MMAW Regular Monthly Meeting minutes from January 14, 2017 
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1. Bill called the meeting to order.  He discussed the need for 

us to go over the previous month’s meeting notes to see if 

we did what we said we were going to do.  He was 

wondering if Gary ever got a gift card for his past service to 

the club with the web site.  Denny said he would check with 

him.  We discussed giving Melinda a stipend for being in 

charge of the Website and Newsletter.  Bill moved and 

Byron seconded that the MMAW would give the person in 

charge of the Newsletter and or Website a yearly stipend, 

the amount to be determined by the Executive Board.  The 

motion passed. 

2. We discussed that the club president shouldn’t have to 

arrange the club demos by him/herself.  Help is needed in 

this area.  Any ideas are welcome.  Some of the areas 

discussed were safety, finishing, tool sharpening, mounting 

wood on the lathe, maximizing use of a log, design 

elements, embellishments….  Guy said he would check with 

a company in St. Michael called Harrison Specialties that 

makes some woodturning tools and accessories to see if 

they would be interested in coming to do a demo. 

3. Guy moved and Denny seconded that the MMAW 

reimburse Bill Baker for the donuts he purchased for the 

Kirk DeHeer class.  Motion passed. 

4. Bill discussed the possibility of having a summer picnic get 

together.  We will discuss it at the next monthly meeting. 

5. Guy moved and Pam Lillehei seconded that the MMAW 

give Gary Mrozek a $50.00 stipend for all his time and effort 

with the Kirk DeHeer professional demos.  Motion passed. 

6. Meeting adjourned. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Board minutes from January 14, 2017 
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Mark St. Leger Survey 

The MMAW has an opportunity to take advantage of a traveling woodturning professional coming to the 

Minnesota Woodturners Association in April. 

 

Mark St. Leger www.markstleger.com has been an active demonstrator and workshop leader for turning 

clubs, along with demonstrating at many regional and national symposiums.  He is currently on the faculty 

list of Arrowmont School of the Arts in Tennessee, Appalachian Center for Craft in Tennessee,  Peters 

Valley Craft Center in New Jersey, and the John C. Campbell Folk School in North Carolina. Mark also 

finds satisfaction in teaching woodturning courses for a local college.  His work has been shown at many 

venues and is in private collections.          

Known for his sense of humor and ability to effectively teach a variety of age groups and skill levels, Mark’s 

teaching techniques are easily followed and incorporate much skill building. His enthusiasm for 

woodturning has offered him the opportunity to meet a variety of individuals who share his interests in 

woodturning.   Exchanging ideas with woodturners and clubs throughout the world, gives him the 

opportunity to contribute to the continual process of growth and learning in the field of Woodturning.   

To help the MMAW make a commitment, we need to know our members interest level. We will be using an 

on-line survey tool called "Survey Monkey". This service is the industry standard for safe, secure and 

completely confidential information gathering. Please click on this 

link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/88DVPPK to begin a short 5 question survey regarding Mark St. 

Leger's possible visit. THIS IS NOT A COMMITTMENT ON YOUR PART. From this survey results, 

you'll receive a future communication on specific details on the workshop and demo topics, how and when 

to register and any other details to make this a fun, successful event and valued event. 

The survey will be open until February 12th.  

Thank you of taking the time to help the MMAW Board of Directors plan this event.   
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