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Shavings 

MMAW membership meetings are held the second Saturday of 
each  month.  Socializing  with  fellow  members  starts  at 
9:30AM,  coffee  and  treats  available.  Meetings  are  held  in  the 
Paramount  Visual  Arts  Center  (VAC)  which  is  located  in  the 
basement of the Paramount Theatre, downtown St. Cloud, MN. 
All city parking is free on Saturdays, this includes the ramp near 
the  Paramount  as  wel l  as  metered  street  parking.  The 
membership meeting starts at 10:00AM (most meetings are 
about  1.5-2  hours  long  including  the  social  time)  and  include 
announcements, members sharing their turned creations, a demo 
or presentation related to turning, and occasionally other activities 
such  as  a  holiday  celebration  or  wood exchange.  (Click  on  the 
Paramount marquee for a link to their website.)

Saturday February 13 is the next membership meeting. 

The MMAW is an affiliate of the AAW. Click in the middle of 
AAW logo to reach the AAW Site.

http://
www.woodtu
rner.org

The  Mid  Minnesota  Association  of  Woodturners  (MMAW)  is  a  members  based  not  for  profit 
organization,  providing  an  environment  of  interest  and  activities  dedicated  to  the  enjoyment  of 
woodturning activities and to promote woodturning to the local community through education and 
charitable events.

A Publication of the Mid Minnesota Association of Woodturners

http://
www.paramountarts.org
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Reflections  
F r o m t h e M M A W 
President 
Again a great turnout for our 
January meeting and thanks 
again to John Caye and 
D e n n y M y e r s f o r t h e 
roundtable discussion on 
“Finishing Techniques”. A lot 
of great questions and tips 
were had by all.  We had a 
great “Instant Gallery” with 
many examples of the 
“President’s Challenge” 
segmen ted work . The 
executive meeting was held 
after the regular meeting 
and minutes are posted in 
a n o t h e r a r e a o f t h e 
newsletter.  

Hope to see many of you at 
the February 13th meeting.  
Social time starts at 9:30 
A M w i t h t h e m o n t h l y 
meeting starting at 10:00 
AM. Executive Board will 
meet right after the monthly 
meeting. Nadine Nelson will 
be giving a presentation on 
“Pen Turning”.  Please bring 
a turning for our instant 
gallery and a chunk of wood 
fo r our month ly wood 
exchange. And last but not 
least, “BE SAFE” in your 
woodturning.  Always wear 
a face shield when turning 
and a dust mask when 
sanding.  

Jim Brodd 

Executive Board Minutes  

January 9, 2016 

Bill Baker will order the Lift Lock n’ Roll Lathe Mobility System 
from Craft Supplies USA (The Woodturners Catalog).

Byron John reported that we have $2820.00 on hand after today’s 
meeting with $57.00 from the wood raffle, $20.00 from the 50/50 
raffle and one member’s $25.00 dues.

Denny  sadly  reported  that  he  and  Guy  missed  the  deadline  for 
turning in the EOG proposal.  They will continue to work on it and 
refine it for submission next year.

Nadine will  be doing a pen demo at the February meeting.  Jim 
Preusser will  do a demo at our March meeting and Bill  Baker is 
scheduled for  April.   If  anyone has  suggestions for  other  demos 
please contact Jim Brodd at 320-587-5943.

After discussing bringing in Rudy Lopez for a demo in March it was 
moved  by  Dan  Monson  and  seconded  by  Jim Preusser  that  we 
invite him for March 10, from 6:30 to 9:00.  We will charge $20.00 
per person to view the demo on Square to Round Bowls, Vases and 
Hollow Forms.  Motion passed.

Jerry Wervey is continuing work on the members’ directory.

There  was  considerable  discussion  about  the  possibility  of  the 
woodworkers’  and  woodturners’  clubs  having  access  to  a  larger 
space for club activities at another site.  This would still keep us 
connected to the Paramount but at an offsite location.  There were 
many questions that had no answers as of yet.  Denny Myers, Jim 
Preusser and Guy Schafer will investigate this further and try to get 
answers to the unanswered questions.  This would not affect the 
Paramount  and  the  MMAW with  the  Paramount  Arts 
Underground (formerly Teen Night) program.  More information to 
follow.

It was moved by Jim Brodd and seconded by Denny Myers that the 
club buy 20 gallons of Anchorseal and resell it to club members.  
Motion passed.  Bill Baker will do the ordering and locate gallon 
jugs to sell it in.

Meeting adjourned.
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MMAW Business Items 

Treasurer’s Report Feb. 2016 
Byron John - Treasurer 

Beginning Balance  $2451.45

Expenditures               $30.40

Income                        $389.00

Ending Balance      $2810.05

Calendar  

Next Meetings:

Sat. March 12

Sat. April 9

Demonstrations: 

Sat. February 13 - Nadine Nelson, Topic: 
“How I Make/Finish a Pen”

Thurs. March 10 - Rudolph Lopez 
Demo (6:30-9 pm) Cost: $20.00

Sat. March 12 - Jim Preusser

Sat. April 9 - Bill Baker

Other:  30th AAW Symposium June 
9-12 in Atlanta

2015-2016 
MMAW Board of Directors 

Jim Brodd        President 

Denny Myers    Vice President 

Guy Schafer   Secretary 

Byron John   Treasurer 

John Caye       Past President 

Dan Monson   Director - 2 years 

Albert Keppers Director - 1 year 

Jim Preusser   Director - 1 year

MMAW Regular Monthly Meeting Minutes  

February 13, 2016 

Guy Schafer reported that we have lots of rough turned cherry bowl blanks 
that  need to  be  turned for  our  Empty Bowls  project.   The event  is  on 
March 20.

Teen Night now called Paramount Arts Underground is going well.  We 
have had donations of 4x4 turning blanks for our student needs.

Jerry  Wervey  passed  out  membership  cards.   Work  is  continuing  on  a 
directory and checking on which businesses give a % discount to our club 
members.  More info to follow.

Gary Mrozek reminded everyone about the upcoming traveling juried art 
show sponsored by the Paramount in conjunction with the AAW.  

Denny reminded everyone about the Wood Expo that is scheduled for April 
16.

There was an e-mail blast sent out about upcoming woodturning demos and 
classes offered by the MWA.  If you are not getting e-mail blasts from the 
MMAW please contact Jerry Wervey.  Jim Brodd gave a listing of national 
upcoming events for those of you who may be traveling this winter.  These 
are listed on the AAW site, http://www.woodturner.org/.

There was discussion about the club buying some Anchorseal to sell to club 
members.  It will be discussed at the Executive Board meeting.

Instant Gallery…..Lenny Merdan, Jerry Wervey, Bill Larson, Byron John, 
John Huseth, Guy Schafer, Eddie Och, Doug Keller and Albert Keppers all 
had segmented pieces.  Gary Mrozek, Tom Lillehei, Paul Wenner, and Bill 
Langen had one segment☺ bowls.

John Caye and Denny Myers led an interesting discussion on finishing.  The 
finish should showcase the form and figure of the wood and there are many 
ways to do this.  Many in the group use a mixture (50/50, 40/60, etc.) of de-
waxed shellac mixed with boiled linseed oil  (BLO).   One thing that was 
stressed was that once you put wax on an item it is difficult to apply any 
other finish other than wax on top of it.  Denny mentioned that Jeff Jewitt’s 
books on finishing would be good resources to read for helping you learn 
more about finishing.  Thank you to everyone who shared during this very 
informative session.

The wood raffle raised $57.00.

Bill Larson won $19.00 with the 50/50 drawing.

Meeting adjourned.

Guy Schafer 

MMAW Secretary
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Rudolph Lopez Coming To St. Cloud  

Demo - March 10  
Rudolph Lopez, a well known woodturner from Florida will be 
stopping at  the ParamountVAC for  a  demo.   He started his 
artistic path early in his childhood taking photos. His love of 
photography contributed to his working with wood in different 
capacities. He had an education in drafting and design which he 
used  as  he  began  making  cabinetry  and  fine  furniture. 
Rudolph’s  best  friend  gave  him  a  natural-edged  bowl  for  a 
Christmas present and his interest in turning began. Rudolph’s 
passion  and  talent  in  photography  and  love  of  nature  has 
provided  inspiration  for  his  wood  turned  designs.  More 
information  will  be  available  at  the  MMAW February  13 
membership meeting. 

Rudolph  will  be  in  St.  Cloud  for  a  6:30  PM  demo  on 
March 10 at the Tech Center in Waite Park. A map will 
be provided for directions to the Tech Center. Cost for 
MMAW members to attend will be $20. We will begin 
collecting  money  at  our  February  13  meeting  for  this 
demo by Rudolph. 

Rudolph Lopez’s website is: www.rudolphlopez.com.

Many Thanks, Gentlemen, For 
Leading The January Forum On 

Finishing
Denny Myers and John Caye shared some turned 
vessels and how they were finished, different types 
of  finishes,  and  many  finishing  tips  with  those 
attending the January  9  meeting.  Questions  from 
members on finishing and “how I finish my vessels” 

were  part  of  the  discussion.  Finishing,  part  of 
turning a vessel, varies from turner to turner, wood 
type to wood type and the vessel’s intended use - 
functional  vs.  display  piece.  Sharing  our  finishing 
techniques with other turners gives everyone more 
possibilities  for  finishing  vessels.  “Thank  you”  to 
both  John  and  Denny  on  providing  lots  of 
information  on  various  finishes.  Thanks  to 
everyone who shared ideas and asked questions.

Wood Turning — 2 Offerings 
At The Paramount 

There  will  be  two  offerings  this 
spring related to turning, an intro 
class and a cohort for experienced 
turners,  both  offered  at  the 
Paramount VAC. 

Starting  Monday,  March  21  and 
continuing each Monday through 
Apri l  11 ,  f rom  6 -8pm,  Gar y 
Mrozek  wi l l  be  o f fe r ing  a 
Woodturning  Cohort .  The 
Woodturning Cohort  is  a  way 
for  experienced  woodturners  to 
meet  each  week  and  pursue  a 
common  interest  re lated  to 
woodturning.  The  group  will 
share their skills and experiences 
each  week  related  to  what  they 
have  learned  as  they  pursue  the 
cohort’s topic. A cohort is a great 
way  for  people  to  teach  each 
other and share their successes as 
they further advance their skills.

An Introduction to Woodturning 
will  be  offered  by  Nadine  Nelson 
beginning  March  22.  It  will  be  2 
sessions  for  a  total  of  5  hours 
introducing participants to the lathe, 
tools,  and  safety  while  turning  a 
smal l  vase.   For  more  detailed 
information related to these classes, 
CLICK here. Rudolph Lopez

http://www.rudolphlopez.com
http://www.rudolphlopez.com
http://www.paramountarts.org/classes/fiber-arts/
http://www.paramountarts.org/classes/fiber-arts/
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John Caye 

Mentor on an as needed basis for all 
levels from beginner to brushing up 
on forgotten skills. One week notice 
is preferred. 320-253-2875 

Lyle Knopp 

Covering the basics and advanced 
level turning. Please give a 3-4 day 
advanced notice. 320-980-3466 

Albert Keppers 

Willing to help improve skill levels 
from basic to advanced levels. One 
week notice preferred. 
320-252-6118 

Denny Meyers 

Will work with you at his shop on all 
levels from entry and beyond. 
Denny’s knowledge of finishing 
techniques can help make a good 
project look great. One week notice 
preferred. 320-360-0784 

Larry Sampson 

Willing to share his shop to help 
anyone wanting to improve their 
basic skill set. 3-4 days notice is 
preferred. 320-259-5372 

Jerry Wervey 

Willing to work with you to improve 
your skills from entry to 
intermediate level; those with 
advanced skills are welcome to stop 
over as I am always learning as well. 
3-4 days notice please.

MMAW Mentors

Finishing Our Creations  

 January’s Forum

Lacquer

Va
rn

is
h

Danish Oil

Waterlox

BLO - B
oiled Linseed Oil

Walnut Oil
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MMAW Instant Gallery - January 2016 

Thank you to all members who shared their creations with 
the membership at the January 9 meeting.
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An Extra Slimline Pen Kit-What To Make? 
by Nadine Nelson 

My favorite  pen  kit  when making  pens  is  the  slimline.  Not 
because I  have found it  easier  to make or  because it  is  less 
expensive but because it is so versatile. I don’t find it the easiest 
“starter” pen to make because there isn’t much wood left on 
the brass tubes (.075” if turned straight) which means any little 
mistake when turning and the wood veneer is easily torn from 
the tube. It isn’t necessarily the cheapest if one buys higher end 
platings like titanium or rhodium. But it is the most versatile, it 
can  be  modified  into  many  looks,  sizes,  shapes  and  many 
materials/objects can be used for the section(s). Arrow shafts, 
small  branches,  cast  poly  resins,  abalone  shell,  semiprecious 
stones,  etc.,  all  work  well  for  slimlines.  Slimline  pen 
components,  being  less  expensive,  make  for  a  great  pen  to 
experiment  with  compared  to  the  more  expensive  and  less 
versatile larger pen kit styles. 

Russ Fairfield wrote an article about 10 years 
ago on how he was making modified slimline 
pens with a  concealed or  hidden metal  pen 
tip.  He  called  them “tipless  slimlines”.  He 
modified the metal tip so it was the diameter 
of the brass tube it was pressed into at the 
abutting  end.  He also  ground the  end  of  a 
drill bit (9/32) that was the shape and size of 
the  tip  (a  cone  shape).  The  brass  tube  is 
pressed into the tip, the tip is ground to the 
correct  diameter,  the  wood  blank  is  drilled 
with a  9/32  bit  the length of  the straight  brass 
tube, and finish drilled with the ground end cone 
shaped bit. The tube and tip end should fit into the blank with 
about 1/32” excess wood on the tip end. This small amount of 
extra wood will conceal the tip’s metal end or you can choose 
to  turn  the  lower  blank  so  the  metal  tip  just  shows  and 

provides resistance when pushing the mechanism into the brass 
tube. 

I  have  made  many  modified  slimlines  over  the  16  years  of 
making  pens  and  this  style  slimline  definitely  shows  off 
beautiful blanks: wood, hybrid, and resin because there is no 
center  band interrupting  the  eye  as  it  travels  the  pen.  It  is 
usually a bit over sized compared to the regular slimline so it 
comfortably accommodates larger sized hands.  

If you make pens, would like a bit of a challenge and a change 
from making  a  traditional  slimline  pen,  try  modifying  one. 
There are many directions for modifying slimlines,  just  do a 
search  on  modifying  a  slimline  pen.  Many  examples  and 
directions for modifying slimline pens are available in a book 
written by Don Ward titled: Turning Modified Slimline Pens 
Beyond the  Basics.  Click  on this  LINK  for  Russ  Fairfield’s 
description of his “tipless slimline”.  

How  about  adding  a  wood  clip,  too?  There  are  directions 
available on making a wood clip and how to 
insert  it  into  a  pen  blank.  Straight  grained 
woods  are  needed  for  the  clip,  all  of  the 
directions  are  in  an  article  by  Richard 
Kleinhenz.  Follow this  LINK if  you would 
like to try making a wood clip which can be 
used on most any pen style.

There are many thoughts, some positive and 
some negative, related to pen making in the 
wood turning community,  making them can 

be as challenging or as easy as the turner desires. 
Woodturners make a variety of objects, pens just 

being one of many things they create on their lathes. 

Any questions, ask me and I will try to answer them or give you 
some  resources  that  could  help  in  your  quest  for  making  a 
beautiful modified slimline pen.

Russ Fairfield’s “Tipless" Slimline Pen

Modified Slimline Pen-
The Tipless Slimline 

Wood: UK Spalted Beech

Metal  Components:  Black 
Enamel

D e s t i n a t i o n :  Quebec , 
Canada for a WIT exchange

Finish: Turned blanks sanded 
with  320,  400  grits,  then 
sealed with CA (sanded back 
after application). Followed by 
6  layers  of  CA (each layer  is 
3-5 drops of CA).  Accelerator 
wa s  app l ied  and  sanded 
through  grits  to  2000  grit. 
Buffed  with  tripoli,  white 
diamond  and  ultra  fine  and 

fine Caswell polishes.

Measurements: 0.8 oz., 5” long, 0.5” at widest pt.

For A Preview of the February 2016 Demo See Page 9

http://www.penturners.org/forum/f13/tipless-slim-line-17991/
http://www.penmakersguild.com/articles/penclip.pdf
http://www.penturners.org/forum/f13/tipless-slim-line-17991/
http://www.penmakersguild.com/articles/penclip.pdf
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Reflections of  Functional 
Bowls From Around The World 
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Why We Turn Bowls for Empty Bowls 
At our January membership meeting Guy Schafer reminded us that we need to get bowls turned, 
fulfilling our commitment for the Empty Bowls fund raiser that is scheduled for March 27. A member 
asked  “what  is  Empty  Bowls”  and  a  good  explanation  was  given.  If  you  missed  the  explanation, 
Empty Bowls is one of a number of fund raisers throughout the year for Place of Hope (POH), a 
multi-denominational ministry, which was established in 1997 by Assembly of God co-pastors/MN 
home missionaries Geary and Carol Jean Smith. There are 8 ministries comprising Place of Hope. 
The ministries include: Expressions of Hope Thrift and Distribution Center, Jail/Prison Ministry, 
Kids Hope Ministry, Living Hope Residential Center, Outreach Center, Pastoral Counseling, City 
Hope Church, and POH South African Outreach. 

For more information on any of the POH ministries listed or for areas of need, follow this LINK. 

Your donated bowls are used at the POH Empty Bowls fund raiser. Attendees pay for a bowl of soup 
and can select a donated bowl to take home. The donated bowls are made out of various mediums 
including clay and wood and created by all ages from various organizations/schools and individuals.   

Why  is  the  MMAW involved?  If  you  review  our  mission  statement  on  the  front  page  of  this 
newsletter you see we are dedicated to promoting woodturning and one avenue to promote what we 
do is at a charitable event such as Empty Bowls.

Preview of Our  February 2016 Demo 

by Nadine Nelson 

Most  of  the  time I  don’t  show or  say  too much about  my 
turning.  I  did a  pen demo for  the club at  our  membership 
meeting a few years ago and I taught a pen making class for 
interested members 3 years ago. 

On February 13 I will talk about what equipment and materials 
are needed (“bare-bones” to what I have and use) for making 
pens/pencils and other small items on the lathe. I will actually 
demo my routine  of  finishing  for  the  majority  of  my pens, 
using CA (cyanoacrylate glue). I will include how I modify pen 
kits as well as “kitless” pen making. For those non-pen makers, 
I will bring along the Axminster chuck/O’Donnell jaws that I 
use for lidded boxes and a box or two, available for an up-close 
look at how I chuck up my lidded boxes. For those who are 
interested in pen making, I will bring examples of my latest 
pens, equipment and materials I use when making them.

I will welcome and answer any questions related to my turning 
techniques/equipment used.

Hope to see you on February 13 when I will enlighten you on 
“How I Make A Pen”!

January’s Wood Raffle 

Please  remember  to  bring  a  piece  of 
wood for the February wood raffle. 

http://placeofhopeministries.org/ministries/
http://placeofhopeministries.org/ministries/
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More Woodturning Magazine-An 
Online Magazine 

If you would like a free preview of a new-old 
woodturning magazine CLICK 
HERE. Many of you may have 
subscribed to the original More 
Woodturning magazine that was 
introduced by Fred Holder in 1996. 
It was published 12 times a year, 
Fred wrote the entire magazine, 
and it was printed in black ink only. 
Fred revised the magazine a couple 
of times from 2001 until 2014. In 2015 Fred 
decided to retire and the magazine was 
taken over by Dennis Daudelin, May 2015. 
Dennis also manages the web si te, 

Woodturning Online. If you go to the More 
Woodturning magazine website you will be 
able to access a free preview copy and an 
index of all magazines published in 2015. 

Subscriptions can be purchased for 
one, two or three years and the rate 
is $25 per year. Once you pay for a 
subscription, you have on-line 
access to all issues included in your 
subscription. Purchasing archived 
individual issues as well as separate 
articles is also possible. You have 
the ability to print individual articles 

or the entire magazine for any 
months included in your subscription. Take a 
look, you may find it is worth the subscription 
price. 

Embellishing - What Does It Mean?
What does embellishing mean when turning wood? It could be transforming your pieces into more organic 
forms using power carving techniques. Embellishing includes cutting feet and sculpting to give your pieces 
movement. Turners also use branding, graphic designs such as knot work, inlaying, and texturing to 
embellish pieces. Coloring techniques with both milk paint and acrylics can be used to create unique vessels. 
For a “new look” you may like trying an embellishment on a vessel in the future.

http://www.morewoodturningmagazine.com
http://www.morewoodturningmagazine.com

